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VOYAGE OF 

MR. G R O'S'E, 



TO THE 



EAST INDIES. 



IN the prefent improved ftate of navigation, 
di fiance (inks and difficulty is overcome. A 
voyage to the Eaft Indies, at this period, excites 
little more attention than a pafiage to Hamburgh ; 
and feldom affords occurrences that can engage 
the attention of the curious, or reward the pains 
of the inquifitive. Hence voyages to this part of 
the globe are not often publilliedj but as that 
now under confideration exhibits a general view 
of our trade and fettlements in the oriental re- 
gions, aim oft half a century back, it cannot fail 
to intereft thofe who love to contemplate the pro- 
grefs of commerce, aided by the encroachments 
of power. Some of our early voyages to the eaft 
we have already detailed 5 they were interesting 
from their novelty -, while Mr. Grofe's narrative 
will ferve as an intermediate link, to connect the 
pari with the prefent times. 

Our author having entered into the fervice of 
the Eaft India Company in the character of a wri- 
ter, embarked on board the Lord &xvto&>C*\\»vtw 
Foulis, ore of the company's iVA^s, \rc>\ycA to 
Bombay tnd Chinz, in Matcfc Y?50 ', *?& * 
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2 gkose's voyage. 

fame month left the Downs. For four montf 
nothing material occurred to claim notice -, thei 
voyage was pjofperous j and the fir it land the; 
made was Johanna, one of the Comoro Iflands 
between the continent of Africa and Madagafcai 

Nothing can be more delightful to the fenic 
than to enjoy this beautiful iiland, after a Ion 
continuance at fea. Its \^ry appearance is charm 
ing. High hills covered with trees flope down t 
the beach ; and the whole fcene has a peculiarl 
romantic character, which borrows nothing froi 
art. 

Here the fhip came to an anchor on the 28t 
of July, and was immediately furrounded by eg 
noes, bringing refrefhments from the ihore ; eac 
driving to get before the other, to vend their con 
modi ties. Moft of thefe canoes had outleaguer 
formed of poles laid acrofs, to prevent their ovei 
fetting. Their large veflels, called Panguays, ai 
raifed fome feet on the fides with branches < 
trees and reeds, bound together with ftnall cord 
and rendered water proof by being plaiftered ov< 
with a refinous fubftanee. Few carry more tha 
two fails, made either of iheer-grafs, or cocoa-ni 
leaves matted together. 

The Comoro Ides take their name from Conn 
ro, the largeft of them : they are Hive in numbs 
and all lie oppofitc to the African fhore, bet wee 
which and Madagafcar, is found what is ralle 
the Channel of Mofambique. Comoro, the large 
ifland, is little frequented by Europeans, as it fu 
nifties no fafe harbours,, nor are its natives foi 
of having any intercourse with llrangers. Perha; 
the Portuguefe, in their early voyages, alienate 
the affe&ions of thefe people \>y xhevc cra&i 
*nd impo&tions, the effefits of vrtuckW\'fctii 
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Wn obliterated ; and thus, as is frequently the 
; Ci *ie among thefe firaple natives, all Europeans 
i are confidered in the lame light. Johanna, how- 
ever, from the advantage of its fituation, fuper- 
fedes the neceility of {hips wifhing to touch at the 
■other iilnnds in this, group, and leaves their in- 
habitants at liberty to indulge their prejudices. 

Such is the falubrity of the air of Johanna, the 
purity of the water, and the variety of refreih- 
ments with which it abounds, that thole who are 
in the worft ftages "of that dreadful difeafe, the 
fcurvy, generally feel the reviving influence of the 
place foon after they land there ; and for the ac- 
commodation of fuch, it is ufual to ereel tents on 
fiiore as foon as {hips arrive. 

The town of Johanna is about a mile from the 
place where the tents are uiually pitched, and is 
compofed of about two hundred houfts and huts. 
Some, which belong to the king and the principal 
inhabitants, are of ftone -, but Mr. Grofe law no 
buildings of more than one flory high. Strangers 
are fufFered freely to enter the outer apartment, 
while the reft are kept private for the families of 
the owners. 

The king's palace is conftru&ed of ftone and 
mud, and the rooms are hung with a coarfe chintz, 
and ornamented, with fmall mirrors. Notwith- 
ftanding the little fplendor of his reiidence, his 
power extends over the whole ifland, and about 
thirty thouland people own his fway. 

Every ihip,'on her arrival, is obliged to obtain 

the king's licence to traffic with the natives ; but 

this grant is feldom attended with difficulty, ge- 

neraJly cofting no more than a pieteuV c& ^ fe« 

mutketSj a little gun-powder, {oiae ^axfo olicax 

B 2 ^ 



4 GROSES VOYAGE. 

let cloth, or other European commodities of i 
fign ili cant value. 

The natives are generally tall and well prop< 
tioned ; they have black piercing eyes, long ha 
and complexions between the olive and the lab 
Per ions of diftin&ion are known by the immoc 
rate length of the nails on their fingers and to 
Thefe they tinge of a yellowifh fed with the : 
henna, a (hrub growing in the marfhy fpots oft 
iiland. 

The common people have no other coveri 
than a coarfe wrapper round their loins, and 
ikull cap, of any kind of fluff. Thofe of a higl 
rank have long drawers and a wide fleevcd lh 
and waiftcoat 5 but few, except of the high 
quality, wear turbans. The women drefs in 
ftiort jacket and petticoat, and a kind of loc 
gown and veil. They are fond of ornaments 
their arms and write, the value of which is d 
monftrative of the quality of the wearer. Th< 
legs, toes, and fingers are alfo decorated wi 
chains and rings, and their ears are greatly dil; 
cd by ponderous mock-jewels and metal ore 
ments. 

Thefe people chiefly fubfift on vegetables a 
milk, of which they have great abundance. Wi 
their fallads they ule a kind of fyrup prepa 1 
from the juice yieldad by the cocoa-tree, on ii 
lion. Their language is a corrupt Arabic mi 
with the Zanguebar tongue $ and their re 
on is equally a compound of Mahometa 
and the grofleft fu perditions. They have f 
rally two or three wives, and as many concubi 
they can maintain ; and divorces arc very frc 
for the JBoft trivial caufes. 
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After flaying here feven days, they weighed 
anchor, and on the 28th of Auguft arrived at 
Bombay, where our author was received with 
great politenefs by the governor, and in a few 
days entered on the difcharge of his office, as 
one of the clerks of the fadtory. 

Bombay is an ifland fituatcd in 18 deg. 41 min. 
north latitude, on the coaft of the Hilher Penin- 
fula of India, near the province of Decan, the 
high mountains of which are full in view. It has 
a mpft commodious bay, capable of containing an 
immenfe number of fhips ; and is admirably iitu- 
ated for the centre of commerce with the coaft of 
Malabar, the Perfian Gulph, and the whole fide 
of the Great Peninfula of India. 

From its fituation, this ifland muft neccfiarily 
be warm > but the hotteft weather is moderated 
by the land and fea breezes, fo that the climate 
is not unpleafant. The greateft caution, how- 
ever, Ihould be ufed to avoid the night dews, 
which are very unfriendly to health. The fea ions 
are generally divided into three, the cool, the hot, 
and the rainy $ or into the dry weather, which 
lafls eight months, and into the wet which conti- 
nues about four, with fhortintermiffions. The com- 
mencement of the rains is generally ufhercd in by 
a violent thunder ftorm, called the elephanta, a 
name which it probably receives in the oriental 
fryle, from a comparifon of its force with that of 
the elephant. This is a pleafing prelude to the 
temperature that follows, fo very refrefhing after 
a long feries of excetfive heat. 

The government of Bombay is fubordinate to 

the directors of the Englifh Eaft. lru&a. Cato^kk] » 

who appoint a pre/ident, with a comwcAoI \vvos 

pcrfonsj but all of them are f&Aoiaox tkncs. * 

B 3 < 
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6 GROSE'S VOYAGE. 

the fpot, being employed as chiefs of the 1 
factories, fubordinate to the prelident. The 
cil is generally compofed of men who have \ 
ally riien in the company's fervices from tf 
tion of writers, and take place according tc 
ieniority. The prefident and members c 
fpot conftitute a regular council, in which 
thing is determined according to the plura 
votes j yet the influence of the prelident is ge 
ly fo great as to render oppofi tion ineffe&us 
diflent ufelefs. 

The military and marine force are moi 
mediately under the direction of the prel 
who bears the title of general and comman 
chief. The common foldiers are a mixture 
rious nations, with fome lent out in the o 
ny's ihips from England. They are all fi 
into companies under Britifh officers. Ii 
fervice may alfo be included regular com 
compofed of natives, which are called f 
Thefe ufe firearms ; but are chiefly armed 
country manner with fword and target, and 
the Indian drefs. 

Nothing has more contributed to rende 

ifland populous, than the mildnefs of the g( 

ment, and the toleration of all religions, wl 

fo univerfal, that Roman Catholic churche; 

hometan mofques, Gentoo pagodas, and the 

fhip of the Parfees are equally protected, 

different perfuafions addrefs one lupreme 

in their various modes, without interfering 

each other, or without moleftation from the 

Jifb. This univerfal toleration forms an at 

find advantageous contraft to the r\£o\xr% < 

Jnqujfition, exercifed in the neighbouring 

yof tie Rytuguofe ; whole unchrilfcaik 
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juftly rendered them odious, and was one of the 
principal reafons of the decline of their power in 
India 4 

The cattle is a regular quadrangle, well built 
of ftone. The town is furrounded by a wall, and 
a ditch which can be filled at pleafure by admit- 
ting the fea. This renders it one of the ftrongeft 
places fubjeft to the company. Out-forts and re- 
doubts are likewife conftru&ed on different parts 
of the ifland. 

In a fpacious area before the fort ftands the 
Bnglifh church. The fides of this area are plant- 
ed with trees, with the houfes of the princi- 
pal Englifh inhabitants behind. Though thefe 
buildings are generally of one floor, they are well 
built, and are frequently white- wafhed on the 
outfide, which has a clean but glaring appear- 
ance, injurious to the fight. Glafs windows are 
but little ufed 5 the fafhes being commonly pan- 
ed with tranfparent oyfter fhells cut into form, 
which admit fufficient light, and ferve to exclude 
the heat. The flooring is compofed of ftucco of 
burned lhells, fo extremely hard and durable, and 
capable of taking fuch a fine polifh> that it re- 
flects like a mirror. 

The habitations of the black merchants, how- 
ever, are very poor and ill built ; and the win- 
dows fmall. and ill-diftributed. The pagodas of 
the Gentoos are likewife inelegant flruct.ures, 
with fcarcely any other light than what is admit- 
ted by the door, oppofite to which the principal 
idol is placed. Thefe religious buildings are ge* 
nerally among trees, and in the vicinity of water. 

The rno& con/iderable part of ti^ \ftaxA\* **> 

cupied by cocoa-nut groves, wYvvcYv, cot^\V»£ym 

$bepriacipal landed property, axs ^\ucta& ^^ 

* % 
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ever the foil and iituation are favourable to their 
growth. Theie trees are cafily cultivated $ and 
a p( rfon who poift (fts two hundred of them is re- 
puted to be in comfortable circumftances. 

Bombay alfo contains fome fields of rice, occa- 
fionally interfperfed with palms. Thefe trees 
yield, by incifion, the liquor called toddy, of which 
arrack is made, which is efteemed preferable to 
that produced from the cocoas. In ihprt, every 
fpot of this delightful ifland is cultivated to the 
belt advantage ; and yet the produce is much un- 
equal to. the lupply of the inhabitants. For this 
ifland, whofe infalubrity ufed to carry terror to 
the heart of ftrangers, is now no longer dreaded j 
nor, if we may credit our author, is it at all un- 
favourable to health, provided fome regard is 
paid to temperance, which is a neceffary object to 
be attended to in every climate. 

^Ir. Grofe mentions feveral fmall iflands in the 
vicinity of Bombay, fuch as Old Woman s Ifland, 
Butcher's Ifland, and Caranja ; but the only ifland 
that furnifhes any thing worthy of obfervation is 
Elephanta. This is about three miles in circum- 
ference, and confifts almoft wholly of a mountain, 
replete with the mod Angular artifical curiofities 
of all Indoftan. On the fide of the hill, near the 
landing place, appears an elephant rudely carved 
in (tone, of the natural fize and colour, which at 8 
diftance may be miftaken for the real animal. On 
the back of this elephant was formerly placed a 
young one in a ftanding polition, which appears 
to have been hewn from the fame {tone; but has 
long been broken off. No tradition is fo ancient 
ms to give, any account of the time and Durpofe 
-*&r which this elephant was carved. 
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GROSES VOYAGE. 9 

On afcending farther up the Kill we are con- 
duced to the entrance of a ftupendous temple, 
hewn out of the folid rock. It forms an oblong 
fquare, about eighty or ninety feet long and forty 
broad. The roof is cut flat, and about ten feet 
high, and is fupported at an equal di fiance from 
the fides and from each other, by two regular 
rows of pillars, of a lingular conftru6tion. They 
are very maiTy and thick in proportion to their 
height, and their capitals bear fome refemblance 
to a round cuihion, prefled by the weight of the 
fuperincumbent mountain, of which they confli- 
tute a part. 

At the farther end of this temple are three gi- 
gantic figures, the face of one of which is at leaft 
five feet long and proportionably broad ; but thefe 
images are much disfigured by the blind fury of 
the Portuguefe, who could endure the fight of no 
other idols but their own. About two-thirds of 
the way up the temple, are two doors fronting 
each other, which conduct to fmaller grots, that 
open upon the hill. By the doorway, on the right 
hand, are alfo feveral mutilated figures, fingle, and 
in groups 5 particularly one, bearing fome fimili- 
tude to the ftory of Solomon's judgment between 
the two women who claimed the live child. The 
doorway on the left hand opens into an area of 
about twenty feet in length and twelve in breadth, 
at the upper end of which, on the right, is a colo- 
nade, covered at the top, which is ten or twelve 
feet deep, and correfponds with the breadth of the 
area. This joins to an apartment adorned with 
regular architecture, forming an obloiv^ fopa^ 
with a door in perfect fymmetry. 

The whole in executed in a taftever^ Stf&wc 
from the mod ancient monumette <& Owv\ 
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magnificence. It is remarkable, that round the 
cornices are fome paintings, the colours of which 
lull remain very vivid and frefli. The era of this 
extraordinary fabric is wholly unknown. The 
moft probable conje&ure is, that it was formed 
by the aborigines of the country 5 and that the 
religion of the Gentoos has undergone fome con- 
fiderable revolution ; fince thofe of the prefent - 
age have not the leaft tradition for its origin, or 1 
any veneration for the place, except what arifes ■ 
from Its unquettionable antiquity. 

On the mod fultry fummer days there cannot 
be imagined a more cool and pleafant retreat 
than this. Though the air may be glowing like 
fire without, the cave is conftantly refrefhed with 
a fenfible coolnefs. The three <appertures, not 
only afford a fufficient light, but a thorough 
draught of air of a pleafant temperature. 

This fmall ifland, however, contains nothing 
elfe worthy of obfervation : it has only two or 
three huts upon it, and not a drop of fpring 
water. 

To the northward of Elephanta is the fertile 
ifland of Salfett, than which it is impoffible to 
conceive a more charming fpot. It is twenty 
miles long, and, on a medium, eight or nine 
broad. The foil is very rich, a;id capable of pro- 
ducing all manner of tropical fruits, and is fur- 
nifhed with abundance ot game. This ifland is, 
likewife, remarkable for feveral temples cut in 
the rock, fuppofed contemporary with thofe of . 
Elephanta, but neither equal them in magnitude 
or workman flu p. 
The peninfula bordering on Bombay is, in a 
manner, joined to it by two forts. \\As Xifoa&vV- 
*iby the 'Marattes, a powerful lrvd\axv txtot,*^ 
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)fcft to a king or chief. They are generally a 
perfonable people > their complexions vary from 
* (fork to a light brown ; and it is faid that the 
farther they are removed from the fea coaft, the 
fairer they are. Their features are generally 
regular, and even delicate. They fhave their 
heads, except a lock in the middle, which they 
fufter to grow to its full length and tie up. 

The women are generally very handibme, while 
the bloom of youth continues ; but this is of Ihort 
duration. Few preierve their charms or their 
vivacity to the age of thirty, when they are gene- 
rally pall parturition. 

The Marrattas are equally bred to agriculture 
as to arms; but their military pay is extremely low, 
and is not defrayed in fpecie, but in the principal 
Decenaries of life. They have, however, extend- 
ed their dominions by the fword, and by en- 
couraging the fervices of Europeans, have ac- 
quired fome knowledge in the ufe of firearms, 
and in tactics. But ftill their principal reliance 
is on their native weapons, the fword and target. 
Their fwords are of excellent temper, and far 
fuperior to the generality of thofe manufa&ured 
in Europe. Their targets are circular, rifing in 
the middle almott to a point, and being hard, 
ligjit, imooth, and well varniihed, are capable of 
turning a muiket ball at fome difiance. 

The diet of thefe people is very fimple. A lit- 
tle rice, and a leathern flaik for water, are all 
that is necefl'ary. The officers fare little better 
than the men, efpecially during their expeditions, 
which they conduct with amazing rabidity and 
addrefs. 

The Mnrattas affeft the appear toce <£ V\^\sX 
tio/i poverty In their domeftic ecouowry m&to^ 
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to cicape the rapacioufnefs of their government, 
which preys without mercy on any fubjed known 
to be rich. This has occasioned immenfe trea- 
fures to be buried, which are thus loft both to 
the oppreflbrs and the opprefled. 

The chief generally keeps his court, or more 
properly fpeaking, his military head quarters, 
at the Fort of Raree, in the mountains of Decan. 
This fort is efteemed one of the moft impregna- 
ble in the world $ being fortified by a high mound 
of rocks, fo deep as to be acceffible by one nar- 
row path only. Within this compafs is land 
enough to produce grain for the whole garrifon ; 
but large magazines render it unueceJTary to de- 
pend on any contingent fupply. Indeed a very 
fmall number of men is fufficient to defend a 
place fo ftrong by nature j and confequently the 
quantity of provisions they require is not great, 
particularly among a people temperate and abfte- 
mious in the extreme. 

The Marattas, in general, have a high opinion 
of judicial aftrology; and are very luperltitious 
obfervers of good and bad days. They are of the 
Gentoo perfuaiion, but to their honour, they grant 
an unlimited indulgence to all other religions j 
maintaining that a diverfity of modes of worlhip 
is agreeable to the God of the univerfe ; that all 
prayers offered by man, are rendered equally ac- 
ceptable by the Sincerity of the intention $ and 
that the forms of religion, being merely acciden- 
tal, all change is a needlefs experiment. Hence, 
inftead of perfecutiug other religions, they are 
averfe to the admiulon of profelytes into their 
own. 
We /hall now follow our authox Ya * coit&fc 
weeouot of the other poifefliw* att&fe&«o«a\& 
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^Wonging to the Eaft India Company, at the pe- 
riod he wrote. It would be no eafy talk at this 
moment to defcribe the whole with a minutenels 
equal to their importance. 

The moft wefterly of the fettlements belonging 
to this wealthy and powerful body of merchant* • 
is Mocha, a city feated at the entrance of the 
Red Sea, in 13 deg. 11 rain, north latitude. The 
trade here is very confiderable in coffee and other 
commodities; but the exactions of the Arab 
princes considerably diminiih the profits. 

The next fettlement to the eatt is Gombroon, 
on the coaft of Perfia, juftly accounted one of the 
greateft emporiums of the eaft. The Engliih firft 
began to fettle here about l6l3 ; when as a re- 
ward for the fervices they performed againit the 
Portuguefe, Shah Abas granted them half the 
revenues of the port. This revenue, however, was 
at laft reduced to one thoufand tomans annually, 
equal to 33331. 6s. 8d. fterlingj but even this has 
been ill paid. The dreadful ravages that have for 
fo many years laid wafte all Perfia, have been 
very injurious to the company j nevcrthclefs they 
ftill maintain a noble factory here, which is the 
centre of the Perfian commerce, and the medium 
of exchange with Europe, for a prodigious quan- 
tity of commodities. 

On the weftern coafts of India, they pofTefs 
forts, factories, or fettlements, at Baroach, Swal- 
ly, Surat, Bombay, Dabul, Carwar, Tellicherry, 
Anjengo, and Conymere, all on the Malabar ihore. 

Indeed the Engliih, French, and Dutch, have 
as it were lined the coaft of Malabar with their 
fortified fcttJementa and factor les. Somfc\\\*^ 0&- 
tained by force, others by addxefa -, Y>\aX vcv %«Nfc 

•althe wtives are not averfe to Xhsfe t&&Ntf 
Vol. V, q ^sj 
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merits, as they afford them occafional prote&iofl 
againit their enemies, and fupply them with 
commodities they want in exchange for their na- 
tive productions. 

It more frequently happens that the country 
powers receive than give offence. The Euro- 
pean governors, milled by private paflions, preju- 
dices, and interefts, too frequently engage their 
principals in expensive and diihonourable feuds or 
wars, the motives to which they pervert or fhew 
through a falfe medium. The Indian princes, 
feldom a match for the European artillery and 
difciplinc, on conceiving any difguft or refent- 
ment, {hew much ingenuity in retaliating injuries 
without riiking too much. The trade of that na- 
tion is fure to be cramped that offended them ; 
and frequently it is turned into a new channel, 
to effectuate which the jealous and felfiih policy 
of the different European competitors fumifhea 
an eafy opportunity. 

On the Coromandel coaft, or the eaftern fhore 
of India, ftands Madras, or Fort St. George, one 
of the capitals of the En glim company's domini- 
ons in ihe Indies. It is, however, fituatedon one 
of the moll incommodious fpots imaginable; the 
fea beats with in< etiant violence on the beach 5 
there is no frefh water within lefs than a mile, 
and in the rainy feafon it is ful>je6t to inundations; 
while the weather from April to September is fo 
intolerably hot, that the lea breezes alone can 
render it habitable. 

The town is divided into two parts; that in- 
habited by the Europeans, is called the White 
Town, ftnd : is walled round. E*ceot on two 
points, it is incapable of beln$ *ttM&s&. TSdkm, 

to two churches, one for the Exi$\fo» ^a tf&« 

Vs 



grose's voyage. 15 

thofe of the Roman Catholic communion, 
government of both towns is abfolutely veft- 
i the governor, who likewife is commander 
lief. All other affairs are managed by the 
rnor and council conjointly. The company 
their mint here for coining money, from 
on imported from Europe, into rupees, which 
js them a confiderable revenue. They alio 
gold in pagodas of different denominations 
/alue. 

le diamond mines of Golconda lie within a 
*s journey from this placed When a perfon 
thither, in order to obtain diamonds, he firft 
on a piece of ground to dig in, and then in- 
5 the king's officers, appointed for that fer- 
6f his intentions. The money itipulated for 
rivilege being paid, the ground is railed in, 
entinels placed round it. All jewels above 
weight of fixty grains, belong to the fovereign, 
rauds in thisrefpect are puniihed with death, 
lis kind bf adventure, fome are fortunate 
gh to gain much property, while others lofo 
mly their money but their labour. 
le fettlement of Fort St. George produces 
of its own growth, and has few manufactures 
>reign trade. The Moors, Gentoos, and Ma- 
yans have monopolize J the foreign commerce 
h ufed to be carried o;: to Pegu; while the 
ifh are chiefly confined to (hip building. A 
ing trade is, however, carried on to a confi- 
de extent, to China, Mocho, Perfia, and the 
mandel fide ; fo that Fort St. George, like 
md, is enriched by fupplying foreign mar- 
wirh foreign productions. 
ie years ago the population of \&\* cAs«i 
imputed at eighty thoufeiA Tg«fo\», ■* 
C 2 ^ 
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whom no more than five hundred were Europeans. 

Bengal is the raoft eaftern province of the Mo- 
gul's dominions, and is annually overflowed bv 
the Ganges, near the efflux of which river it 
lies, and is bounded by the provinces of Patna and 
Jefnat on the north ; the kingdom of Aracan on 
the eaft ; the Bay of Bengal and the Province of 
Orixa on the fouth ; and by the Provinces of Nar- 
var and Malva on the weft $ extending above four 
hundred miles in length, and three hundred in 
breadth. 

The Bay of Bengal is the mod fpacious and 
deep in the known world, extending from th« 
fouth part of Coromandel to the River Huegely ; 
in which fpace it receives the great river Ganges 
and Guena, from the weft fide 5 as alio the Ara* 
can and A vat from the eaft fide. The River , 
Ganges, one of the moft celebrated in the globe, 
and eftecmed facred by the Gentoos, rifes in thcr 
mountains of Nigsacut, part of Great Tartary, 
and after receiving many tributary ftreams in its 
courfe of three thouland miles, falls into the 
Gulph of Bengal by fo many eftuaries, that travel- 
lers are not agreed as to their number. How- 
ever, the common paffage for European fhipping 
is up the River Huegely, one of the moft weftern 
branches. 

The foreign and domeftic trade of Bengal are 
very confiderable, and extend to many nations of 
the eaft. All the Europeans too, who have let- 
tlements in the Indies, feud their commodities to 
Bengal, and it is with the merchandife of this 
province that they make their principal returns 
to Europe. Tiie chief articles of ttaftic at Bengal, 
are /IJks, cottons, pepper, rice, fa\\.-^eX\^ fctfvo^ 
roods, fumlac, wax, iadigo, campYko^wkA*** 
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The places of the greater! commerce, where the 
Englifh, French, and Dutch, have their moft va- 
luable eltablilhments, are Calcutta, Coilimbuzar, 
Huegely, Pipley, and Balafore. The capital of 
the viceroy is Muxadabad, which is large and po- 
pulous. Fort William, or Calcutta, is the capi- 
tal of the Englifh in Bengal. The Englifh Eaft 
India Company are believed to pofiefs the beft 
part of the trade carried on in Sumatra. Their 
factories, on the coafts of that ifland, are Mocha, 
Ba.tal, Cattoun, Bencoolen, Marlborough Fort, 
and Sillebar. The company alfo trade to Tonquin 
and China. 

The Englifh and Dutch are the only nations 
excluded, by the Spaniards, from trading to the 
Manillas. In Japan there is not the J eaft veftige 
of any JBritiih commerce; all the commodities of 
that empire with which Europe is fupplied, being 
fur ni {bed by means of the Chinefe and Dutcl}. 
The latter are the only privileged nation of Eu- 
rope to trade there. 

The Engliih Eait India Company, annually, 
employ many fail of fine capital mips, each of 
five hundred tons* burden, mounting thirty guns, 
and manned with one hundred mariners. 

Mr. Grofe makes the fubfequent reflections on 
the Eaft India trade, the policy of which muft 
be allowed to remain in its full force, though we 
cannot entirely fubferibe to the equity of the 
principles he lays down. 

In the Eaft Indies, fays he, it is fcarcely poffible 
tocarry ou a commerce on any other than a precari- 
ous, difhonourable, difadvantageous footing, unlefs 

•At this time, few of the Eaft India Coin^wf * fl&\^*x% 
tea thaa double that toxuoage, and many ate ma^^w* 

C 3 **? 
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a ilatc of force procures a refpect to, or confidence 
in, our arms 5 the country governments of India 
being constitutionally fuch, as icldom to neglect 
occa lions of oppreiliorf or plunder, where they 
have neither oppofition nor vengeance to fear. 
Nor do they ever iblidly beftow their countenance 
or friendship, but where they can depend on a 
protection in their revolutions, to which their de- 
fpotic principles naturally expofe them. The 
merchants, especially, prefer dealing with that 
nation which they fee the moft powerful and able 
to ilielter them from the tyranny of their coun- 
trymen. Thence ariies their partiality* to our 
government, and to which they are of fuch effen- 
tial benefit. 

As mere traders, the Englifh could never have 
got the footing they have, if they had not added 
the martial • to the commercial character. This 
is fo true, that the fpecial privileges, fortified 
fettlements, and favourable grants obtained from 
the feveral princes of India, will manifrftly ap- 
pear from their original dates, to have been ow- 
ing to the figure our nation formerly made in 
war ; when its victories over the Portuguese, who 
funk as fad as we rofe, gave it fuch reputation 
in the eyes of the natives, as induced them to 
grant almoft whatever was defired. And indeed 
it is principally on that old foundation, that the 
extention of our commerce has fince been built. 
I fay principally, becaufe no doubt, our frank, 
unaffected, and generous national character, 
amidft all the faults of fome who have been in- 
verted with power in the eaft, may be faid, with* 
oat any partiality, to have made a very favoura- 
bJe impreltion on the natives, vjWv «sfcVra&fc\ 
rith the feufdefs, fcnguiuarytfi&otty oi\W**x* 
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iefe$ with the unfociable referve, imperious 
lud, and cupidity of the Dutch, and with the 
ir-rcfined deligning politenefs of the French. 
>ne reafon, that has tended to the elevation of 
Dutch Eaft India Company, is its iramenfe 
ex, and almoft fovereign dominion over all 
ports, provinces, and colonies it pofiefies. It 
is and receives embaflies from fovereign kings 
princes, makes peace and war at pleafure % 

by its own authority adminifters juftice, and 
ifhes and remits offences. And though the 
priority of the States General is allowed, it is 
om exerted, and perhaps might be difputed. 
i power of the Dutch, too, both by fea and 
1, is very great in the laft 5 where, by force, 
refs, and alliances, they have raifed them- 
es todiftinftion, in fpite of the combined ef- 
:s of the other European nations*. 
[Tie Eaft Indies, obferves Mr. Grofe, is a bot- 

pit for bullion, which can never circulate 
k to Europe 5 and when bullion fails, that 
ie muft ceaie. That this is the prcfent fitua- 
1 of all the kingdoms "of Europe, with refpeft 
be trade they carry on with the Eaft Indies, is 
rmed by the founded politicians, and the mod 
acious obfervers. This pailive commerce for 
uries or elegancies, fwallows up almoft all the 
antages which the Europeans derive from 
lerica, by the importation of gold and filver 1 
1 it is juftly become a queftion, whether the 
iney that flows in from the New World is more 

Our author's following reflections, on the dangerous power 
monopolies of the Dutch in the Eaft Indies, fecm to be now 

>lcte. T/iC fa qi JJoilanrt is p«rU^» fctf *\« ta/va.W'a. 

iff be r a. 
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considerable than what is exported to the orien- 
tal regions. 

TV philofophic Montefquieu, in his Spirit 
of Laws, not only admits the pofltion, bat 
firengthens its truth by his remarks. " We at 
prefent, fays he, carry on the trade of the Indies 
merely by means of the filver we fend thither, 
which is exchanged for merchandizes brought to 
the weft. Every nation that has traded to the 
Indies, has conftantly carried out bullion, and 
brought merchandife in return. It is nature 
herfelf that produces this effect. The Indians 
have their arts adapted to their manner of living. 
Our luxury cannot be. theirs, nor their wants ours. 
Their climate fcarcely demands, or permits any 
thing produced by us. They go in a great mea- 
fure naked ; fuch clothes as they ufe, the country 
itfelf furnifhes ; and their religion, which is deep- 
ly rooted, gives them an averfion for thofe things 
that ierve for our nouriihment. Therefore they 
want nothing but our bullion, to ferve as the 
medium of value; and for this they give us in 
return merchandife, with which the frugality of 
the people and the nature of the climate, furnifh 
them with a fuper-abundance." 
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THE HONOURABLE 

COMMODORE JOHN BYRON, 

ROUND THE WORLD. 



THE Honourable John Byron early entered 
into the naval fervice of his country, and 
did not long efcape fome of the moft (ignal cala- 
mities incident to his profeflion. When a mid- 
fhipman, he was wrecked in the Wager iloop, 
one of Anfon's iquadron, on the coafl of Patago- 
nia ; and after a feries of extraordinary adven- 
tures, which he has painted with much feeling 
and animation, at la It reached his native land. 
By fucceflive promotions, he rofe to the higheft 
rank in the fea fervice, and for fome time com* 
manded a Britifh fleet in the Weft Indies j but 
he was, generally, more diftinguifhed for intrepi- 
dity and good conduct, than for that fuccefs and 
fortune which ihould be their conftant concomi- 
tants. The lives of fome men prefent a fcene of 
honourable activity, generally terminating in dii- 
appointment ; while others, devoid of energy or 
merit, by fortuitous circumftances, rife into fame, 
and are crowned with honours and rewards. Tha 
prefent voyage, however, will convey ^yto^* 
name topotierity, among thofe of o\xx cA<3statefcb 
navigators } nor will the narrative of V\* toi^s 
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fhip wreck ceafe to intereft, while the human 
heart is fufceptible of fympathetic impreffions. 

His preicnt majefty having, early after his ac- 
ceflion, fhewn a love for fcience, and a zeal for 
difcovery, an expedition was projected for the 
latter purpofe, to the South Seas ; and Captain 
Byron was pitched on to conduct it. This gen- 
tleman was appointed to the command of the 
Dolphin fhip of war, in quality of commodore j 
and the Tamar frigate, Captain Mouatt, was 
commiilioned to attend him. 

Thofe veffels being equipped, fet fall from the 
Downs on the lft of June 1 764 ; but before they 
cleared the Channel the Dolphin ran aground, 
without, however, receiving any material da- 
mage ; fo that the commodore was able to profe- 
cute his voyage by the 3d of July. 

Shaping their courfe for Madeira, they anchor- 
ed in Fonchiale Bay on the 30th, and paid and 
received the ufna'l falutes. On the 19th of Au- 
guft they again fet fail j and pafling in fight of 
Palma, came to. an anchor in Port Praya on the 
30th of the fame month. 

Having taken in water and other refrefhments, 
they quitted the port with all poffible expedition, 
in order to avoid the tornadoes and hurricanes 
which generally rage in thofe latitudes, from the 
month of Auguft to the middle of the winter 
leafon. 

Arriving in the road of Rio de Janeiro, with- 
out any accident, the commodore waited on the 
governor, who received him in ftnte. Fifteen 
guns were fired in honour of the Britifli flag ; 
and his excellency afterwards retained the vifit 
oh board the Dolphin, where he v<fcs ewtetvwcK^ 
« a manner fuitable to his tank. K& tokk<j A 

vfcS 
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tbe Tamar's people were lick, they were furnifhed 
with lodgings on ihore. The Dolphin's crew, by 
the liberal ufe of frelh meat and vegetables, were 
kept in tolerable health. However, while- the 
mips lay in this harbour, the Portuguefe found 
means to decoy away nine of the Dolphin's, and 
five of the Tamar's, people 5 the latter were re- 
covered -, but the commodore could never hear of 
his men. They were, probably, carried up the 
country in a ftate of intoxication, and detained 
there till the Englifh veffels departed. 

The commodore weighed anchor, and failed 
from thence on the l6th of October, and a few 
days after, he explained to the crews the nature 
of their voyage and the objects in view, of which 
they had hitherto been ignorant. As a reward 
and a ftimulus to good behaviour, fuch as diftin- 
guilhed themlelves were, by order of the lords of 
the admiralty, to receive double pay and other 
emoluments. The commodore was heard with 
marks of the higheft fatisfaction, and the men 
promifed prompt obedience to their officers, and 
a willingnefs to promote the honour and fervice 
of their country to the utmoft of their power. 

A violent ftorm overtook them on the 29th, 
during the fury of which they were obliged to 
throw four of their guns overboard. After this 
fubfided, they began to reach the latitudes in 
which cold is feverc 5 and though it was only the 
end of October, the men began to feel the want 
of fome additional clothing, of which the com- 
modore had taken the wife precaution to lay in a 
proper fupply. 

On the 2d of November, the diffevetit ofoc^x* 
vceived their coramiffions, and took V\vfc cuft.om« 
youth. Thelhip was now furrouud^^ ^** 
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of birds, and the water beginning to be difcol 
ed, gave certain indications of land. On 
11th, they imagined they faw land ahea 
them, but it proved to be that common decej 
called a fog-bank *, and fuddenly vaniflied. 

This falfe appearance of land was fucceede 
4 violent hurricane. In the afternoon of 
13th, the iky grew, black-, and a noife was h( 
refembling the beating of the fea upon a fha 
beach. The birds were obferved flying from 
point whence the ftorm proceeded, and fen 
ing with apprehenfion. It reached the Dol 
before preparations could be made for its 
proach, and laid her on her fide. The firft '. 
tenant was firuck down by the mainfheet, 
fome of his teeth knocked out, and wa3 other 
hurt. The Tamar, being a little to leeward, 
only her mainfail fplit. But confidering the 
lence of this hurricane, it was wonderful 
cfcaped with fuch immaterial damage. 

Steering for Cape Blanco, they came in fig! 
it on the 17th, and in four days more entere< 
harbour of Port Defire. In thefe feas, thoui 
©f feals and penguins furrounded the ihips. 

The country in the vicinity of Port Defire 
peared to the commodore, on landing, like 
continued down, without either fhrub or tr 
adorn it. They faw here four guanicoes, 
near thirteen hands high, and in fhape li 
deer. Proceeding higher up the harbour, 

* Among other remarkable deceptions of this kind 
matter of a ve/TeJ, jjot many years lince, made oath th 
had (ecn an Hhnd, with trees growing on \t, \*X 
fbundiarid and the weft of Ireland : fomt ftu?& 
fcarch of it j but it 'had vaaiihed into aw* 
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came to an ifland where they killed fifty feals, 
and found fome of them nearly as heavy as £ng- 
li(h oxen. 

Among a variety of birds that they killed, was 
one that had an eagle's head, with a large comb 
on it, and a white ruff like a tippet round its 
neck. The plumnge on the back was of a glofly 
blacknefs : the legs and talons were formed like 
thofe of an eagle; and the expansion of the 
wings was twelve feet from one ex'remity to the 
other. 

After experiencing fome difficulties, both fliips 
were at length fafely moored in the harbour on 
the 24th, when the commodore went on lhore 
and fhot a hare, weighing twenty-fix pounds ; 
and law feveral others, which appeared as large 
as fawns. Next day he difcovered the barrel of an 
old mulket, ftamped with his majefty's broad ar- 
row, and an oar of a Angular form. The gun barrel 
crumbled to duft on being touched. Thcfe were 
probably left by Sir John Narborough. 

They faw here the remains of feveral fires, but 
no inhabitants. They met, however, with plenty 
of game 5 and one of them caught a young gua- 
nicoe, which was exceeding beautiful, and ap- 
peared very docile. Some of thefe animals, when 
full grown, weigh three hundred weight. 

On the 27th, they difcovered two fp rings of 
tolerable water, and next day a tun of it was 
brought on board. When the commodore next 
landed, he faw fuch a number of birds take flight 
as darkened the iky 5 nor coald the men walk 
-without treading on eggs, fome of which ^hsyj 
cbofe to eat, in a /late nearly fit ft* YvaXOrivt^. 
Some of the crew being lent aftvotfcfot ^^\£> 
00 the 30th, law a tig^r W\n« oti ^ ©ov* 
Voi. V. D - 
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or.ld they rouic him by throwing ftones at 
When they approached pretty near he got 
md without offering violence, or feeming to 
fear, he walked off at his leifure. 
ho (hips got under fair on the 5th of Novem- 
, with fair and pleafant weather, and a fa- 
jrable gale. Holding on their courfe for Pepy's 
and, which is laid down in 47 deg. fouth lati- 
de, they could not difcover it, though the mips 
■read to as to take in a profpe& of twenty 
:agues, and the iky was clear. The commodore, 
.ow concluding there was no fuch place, changed 
lis direction, and itood in for the main, to wood 
md water. A hurricane iucceded on the 1 5th, 
and had they not been in want of wood and wa- 
ter, it would have been much fafer to have run 
with it, than beat againit it. However, it abat- 
ed, and *>n the 18th they again law land, prefent- 
ing the lame afpecfc as that round Port Deiire. 
Here they obferved white porpoiies, fpotted with 
black, purfaing the fi(h which appeared im- 
mcnlely nunierous in thofe latitudes. 

On the 20th, they ran clofc in more to Cape 
Virgin, and came to an anchor. Next day they 
failed again, and obicrving a imoke on the fhore, 
they came to an anchorage nearly oppoiite to it, 
at the diilance of two miles from the beach. 

Jn this iituation the commodore deicried a num- 
ber of men on horfeback, riding to and fro, and 
v. aving a white enfign, which he conftrutfd into an 
imitation to land; and as he was anxious to 
have ionic intercourfe with the natives, he wc 
in a boat, well armed, while the fir It lieuter 
followed in another. 

When they approached the (hore, tVie 
cd that the horlc aoctfbot co\lc&ed t>t 
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point of land that advanced into the Tea, might 
amount to about five hundred ; but though they 
did not appear to have any weapons, nor to be 
hoftilely dilpoied, the commodore thought it pru- 
dent to make figns to them to withdraw a little, 
while the party was landing, which they readily 
underftood and complied with. The Englifli 
being muftered on the beach, Mr. Byron iingly 
advanced, and made figns to the Indians, that 
• one of them mould do the fame. Accordingly, 
one of their chiefs came forward, who was nearly 
feven feet high. One of his eyes was encircled 
with a ftreak of black paint, and the other with 
white ; the reft of his face was painted of various 
colours ; and the lkin of a beait, with the hair 
turned inwards, depended from his moulders. 

The commodore and the Indian having mado 
their refpe6tive compliments, which were mutu- 
ally unintelligible, they walked together towards 
the main body of the natives, few of whom were 
ihorter .than the chief, nor were the women of 
inferior proportion. Mr. Byron made figns for 
them to be feated, which being done, they 
chaunted in a moft plaintive and melancholy 
tone. The principal difference in their appear- 
ance arofe from the colour of the paint furround- 
ing their eyes, which was varied as much as pof- 
fible. In their drefi they were nearly alike, ex- 
cept that fome wore a "kind of boots, with a fpur 
of pointed wood, fafteaied to each heel. 

The commodore having prevailed on fome of 
them, who were ftiH galloping about, to alight 
and join the reft, diftributed fome white and yel- 
low beads among them, whicli t\\ey ^^ *&- 
cepted. He then took a piece of iVetacrtv, *xA. 
putting the end of it into the Ywkvoa <* Xkfc^tf 
D % ^^ 
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Indian, continued it along the line as far as it 
would reach. Tbis done, be cut it between every 
two with a pair of feiflars, and tied the portion 
of each round his head, which no one attempted 
to remove* And though the prefenu were in- 
fufficient to allow each a fhare, no one attempted 
to prefs forward, or Teemed to envy the fu peri or 
good fortune of his neighbour. 

Among thefe gigantic people was a woman of 
the hrgeft nze, moil hideoufly painted, whofe 
hair was decorated with beads of blue glaftj 
hanging in two braids down her ftioulders, and flic 
wore bracelets of a pale-coloured gold on her 
arms. One of the men ihewed the bowl of a to- 
bacco pipe, formed of red carlo, and made figns 
that he wanted fomeLhing to'fill it. On this the 
commodore beckoned to the Teamen, who ft ill re- 
mained drawn np on the beach, three or four of 
whr./m inifcmtly running forward, alarmed the 
lndisrn, aud they were about to retire, Mr. By* 
ion, therefore,, ran and flopped the failors, direct- 
ing only one of them to come forward, when he 
bad got all the tobacco that could be muftered 
among them. 

Th.is appiehennon was removed, and the na- 
tives relumed their feats, except an old man, who 
filled up the interval, till the tobacco arrived, with 
a long. The talleil nmong the EngliJh were . 
fiftonilhed to obflrve the diminutive appearance 
they made among the Putagonians, who were 
broad and mufeular in proportion to their height 
The commodore having diftributed the tobacco, 
they made ngns for him to ride with them to 
their huts; but on his pointing to tl\e thio, whi- 
ther he mull return, they iat dawn *^\^ V& *^« 
parent concern. 
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Their horfes, thoagh not of the gigantic fize 
of their riders, feemed to be active and well ma- 
naged. Their faddles refembled an Englifh pad 
without ftirrups, and the bridle was formed of a 
thong of leather with a wooden bit. Both men 
and women rode aftride. When the commodore 
took his leave not one rofe, or offered to follow 
him. 

On the 21ft of December, they entered the 
Straights of Magellan, with a view of procuring 
wood and water, as it was doubtful if they could 
find Falkland's Iiland. On this more they ob- 
ferved a tingle Indian, who waved his hand till 
he loft fight of the fhip. Next evening fix In? 
dians came down to the beach, ihouting and 
making figns of friendihip. On the 25th, they 
few a point of land near St. George's Iiland, to 
which they gave the name of torpoife Foint. 

Having caft anchor here, the commodore went 
in queft of wood and water, which they found in 
abundance. A fine champaign country lies over 
the point, the foil of which appeared to be very 
luxuriant, producing innumerable flowers of great 
beauty and fragrance, and excellent grafs, among 
which grew fome peas in bloom. They faw 
multitudes of painted geefe, fo called from their 
beauty 5 and they likewife found wild cellery and 
other ufeful vegetables. 

Many wigwams were fituated in the woods 
near the ftreams of water, which appeared to 
kave been recently occupied. In a walk of twelve 
miles, however, they found no place proper to 
land a boat, on a account of a ftrong fuct\ The 
commodore returned in the evening, 2kA >«tt»\\v.- 
£>rmed, that fachof bis menaihadcrnvVjek^w*- 
D3 ***« 
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felves, cither in ihooting or fifhing, had been 
equally fuccefsful. Indeed, the keen air of the 
climate increased their appetites, and fuch addi- 
tional fupplies were very acceptable. 

On the 20th, they fleered for Port Famine, 
and next day anchored clofe to the fhore. Here 
they difcovered drift wood enough to have fup? 
plied one thoufand vefTels. The commodore pro- 
ceeded four miles up the river, when he found 
his courfe impeded by trees that had fallen acrofs 
the dream. The banks of this river were clothed 
with the noblell trees, fufficient to fupply mails 
for the whole Britifh navy. Some of them, in* 
deed, were fo large, that four men, joining hand 
in hand, could not grafp them. Thefe woods 
abounded in parrots and other beautiful birds* 
Wild fowl was likewife plentiful, and the feal 
"were replenished with fifti. 

Mr. Byron and a party going afhore> were 
caught in a violent rain, and flopping where 
fome Indians had kindled a fire, they added fome 
fuel to dry their clothes, when another fire waa 
inftantly made on the oppofite coait of Terra del 
Fuego, which they imagined to be a fignal, on the 
fuppofition that they were Indians. The hills 
here were craggy, and wholly covered with fnow; 
but the plains were embellifhed with flowers of 
the grcate.fl fragrance and beauty. 

Near where the fhip» rode at anchor was a hill 
cleared of wood, which they imagined to have 
been a Spanifli fettlement. By the 4th of Janu- 
ary 1/65, both {hips having taken in their wood 
and water, failed in quell of Falkland's Iflands ; 
but the wind dying away, they were ofo\\%ed to- 
rfop till the Oth. ho fooncx baA \kej «^k* tee 
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than the Dolphin ftruck on a batik ; but it 
I a perfect calm, they fortunately got off 

the return of the tide, 
ley defcried Jand on the 12th, which they 

for De Wert's Iflands. This land confided 
\y of mountainous and barren rocks, that fliel- 
i an immenfe number of birds. Here feals 
vhales were feen fporting round the fliip. On 
14th, they difcovered a flat ifland covered 

large tufts of grafs ; and on the following 
the commodore fent two boats to examine 
pening which had the appearance of a har- 
, and this they found commodious, beyond 
• moft fanguine hopes. Soon after this, how* 

they entered another harbour, to which Mr. 
n gave the name of Port Egmont, from the 
eman who then presided at the board of ad* 
lty. 

lis harbour is reprefented as one of the flneft 
ic world, and fufficiently capacious to^con- 
the whole navy of England in perfect fecu- 
Every part of it fupplies frefh water -, and 
f choice fpecies of wild fowl occupy the 
j. Indeed, it was nothing unufual to knock 
a feventy or eighty geele at a time with 
is ; fo that the failors were a 1 mo ft furfeited 

delicacies of this kind. Seals, penguins, 

fea-lions likewife abound. The woods pro- 

d forrel and wild cellery in plenty. 

r hile they lay here, the commodore was unr 

&edly attacked by a fea-lion, and extricate* 

Telf from the danger with great difficulty. 

b thefe formidable animals they had feveral 

&. They were fo fierce, iVv^V \to&>j fcS&swsx 

4 to be attacked j bat if tViey Nv«fc> ^^ ™* 

'uemlyamfted each othcx w\V\i «?<^ ** 
2 \\kXx< 
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lution. They burrowed in thegroum 
and fubiifted on ieals and penguins. r . 
to get rid of fuch difagreeable comp 
fire to the grafs, which burnt with fuc 
that the country was all in a blaze* for 
and thefe animals were feen running i 
reftion, to efcape its fury. 

The foil of the circumjacent land i 
clay under a black mould. Byron con< 
this might be the fame place as Pej 
mentioned in Cowley's voyage j howev 
potfefiion of the harbour and the fi 
iflands, for the fovereign of Great Brit 
the appellation of Falkland's Iflands 
honour of the furgeon of the Tamar 
fenced off a track of land, near th« 
place, which he planted with vegetab 
ufe of future voyagers. 

On the 27th of July they left Por 
and the fame day they faw a remark; 
land, which they diftinguifhed by the 
Cape Tamar 5 and foon after they pafi 
which they called the Eddiflone, nea 
point, denominated Cape Dolphin. Tl: 
between the two capes is about eigfc 
and forms the northern entrance of tfc 
between the two principal iflands. ' 
during this day's run, prefented neitl 
nor trees, but only large tufts of grafs. 

Next day, they failed through Berk! 

at fome diftance from the fouthern ex 

which, the fea breaks very high on r< 

above the furface. The coaft now w 

gerous afpe&: rocks and bieaVes* 

iboretin all directions, and t\vecov\ta 

4e folate and barren . TUc gowvc&o&ot 
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to the northward, to avoid the dangers of a lee 
fhore. He computed the whole circumference of 
Falkland's Iilands to be little lefs than ieven hun- 
dred miles. 

On the 6th of February, they arrived at Port 
Defire, at the mouth of which they anchored, 
where they had the pleafure to find the Florida, 
an expected ftore-ftrip from England. The matter 
of the Florida going on board the Dolphin, ac- 
quainted the commodore with the bad condition 
of his {hip, on which it was refolved to attempt 
unloading her in the harbour. The following 
jiight proving very tempeftuoii6, the Tamar and 
Florida were both driven from their moorings, 
and made fignals of diftrefs. They, with great 
difficulty, efcaped being driven on ihore ; and aft 
this harbour was found inconvenient for unload* 
ing the (tore-fhip, all hands were fct about re- 
pairing her, that {he might be able to proceed to 
the Straights of Magellan, 

On the 13th, the Florida was prepared for fea, 
and ordered to make the bed of her way to Port 
Famine, and next day the Dolphin and Tamar 
followed. The three fucceeding days they ob- 
ferved a ftrange veifcl purfuing the fame track, 
at an equable diftancej a circuit* fiance that occa- 
sioned much fpeculation. Byron being obliged 
to lie by for the Florida, imagined the ftranger 
would (peak with him j and, therefore, made the 
neceifary diipofition to give her a proper recep- 
tion. But when he came to an anchor, ilie did 
the fame. Next morning, however, ihe got un- 
der way, and approached the Qo\^\\vcv> ot\ v*\v\5&l 
the commodore ordered fonve ^wws to ^ ^ 
ready. Neither party (hewed aw* cAonsr-,^ 
the Florida, about this time irniuv\i% *^oW^ 
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flrange veflel hoifted French colours, and dit 
patched two boats to her afliftance The com- 
modore now fent two of his boats to the relief 
of the ftore-ihip, with orders to make proper ac- 
knowledgments for, the (bangers' civility, but on 
no account to fuffer them to board her. 

The llore-fliip being got off, they proceeded till 
night, when they again cad anchor, and the 
French fliip did the fame* but in a fituation that 
ihewed her ignorance of the channel. On the 19th, 
they proceeded on their voyage, the French veflci 
following them ; on which Mr. Byron conjedoi^ 
ed, that me came from Falkland's Hands* what 
there was at that time a French fettlement, either 
to wood 9 or furvey the ftraights. On the 20th, 
they reached Port Famine, and having taken oat 
of the Florida as much provifion as they could 
flow, they immediately -difpatched her for Eng- 
land, aud determined to navigate the other (hips 
through the Straights of Magellan. 

On the 28th, they patted the French drip an fhe 
lay in a fmall cove, and near her a quantity of 
wood, which probably was intended to be trans- 
ported to tlie new French fettlement. On the 
commodore's return to England, he found this j 
fufpicious veifel was the Eagle, commanded by ■ 
M. Bougainville. 

As they proceeded through the Straights, they ' 
had lofty mountains on both fides, covered from . 
top to bottom with ihow, and exhibiting the ' 
mod defolate appearance. On the J ft of March 
they were followed by fome Indian canoes, one of 
which came on board. This canoe was a wretch- 
ed piece of work, formed of \wltY. \ \1 earned 
fbme of both /exes, who exchanged V\\«s \*w*^ 
*nd arrows for beads and othet tnwtato. Tto* 
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arrows were reeds pointed with a green ftone. 
The crew had no other covering but a Aral's ikin 
thrown over their ihoulders, and they looked very 
miterable. 

When the (hip came to an anchor, feveral of the 
Indians went on board, and were highly gratified 
with fuch trifling prefcnts as the commodore 
thought proper to beflow on them. It feems 
their chief fubfiftence is mufcles and berries ; 
and with fome of the latter they complimented 
Mr. Byron, when he returned their vifit on lhore. 

Having efcaped the dreadful cfFe&s of a itorm, 
on the 3d of March, boats were repeatedly lent 
out in fearch of anchorage 5 and at length the 
Dolphin was moored near Cape Quod, and the 
Tamar about fix miles to the ea it ward. Ihis 
part of the liraight being little more than a league 
broad, and the mountains, which environ it, being 
of a prodigious height, the whole has a horrific 
appearance. On the 8th, the commodore went 
up a deep lagoon under a rook, at the head of 
which was a fine fall of water, and on the eaft 
fide were feveral fmall coves, calculated for the 
fecure reception of fhips of the greateft burthen. 

An officer being fent in a boat to reconnoitre 
the coaft, in two days returned with an account, 
that between them and Cape Upright were five 
bays, in either of which they might fecurely an- 
chor. In his excurfion the officer met with fe- 
veral Indians, who made him a prefent of a dog, 
and one of the women, having an infant at the 
bread, offered to give it him. The dog, of courfe, 
was the only acceptable prefent. l 

Winter now commenced with all its fcvctvVj % 
and the cold became fo intenfe, that the iracvaei 
*gaa to ih for Severely ; when the commodate, 
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to fortify them againft the inclemency of th« 
weather, gave every man a warm jacket of wool* 
len (iuif, known by the appropriate name of fear- 
noughts. 

Perceiving that they loft ground in every tack, 
they came to an anchor on the l6th, but finding 
the ground unfafe, they weighed again, and every 
man was under the neceffity of being on the deck 
for many hours, though the rain drenched them 
in unremitted torrents. All their labour, how- 
ever, could not enable them to make head againft 
the currents ; and after two days of incefiant fe- 
tigue, they were glad to anchor again in the very 
fame bay they had left. 

There" was now a fucceffion of rain and ftorms 
for ten days. On the 20th, the (hip was driven 
from her moorings ; but was foon fortunately re- 
ftored to her (ituation. The currents flill imped- 
ed their progrefs ; but for their comfort, the 
health and fpirits of the crews remained good, 
notwithstanding their toils, and the unfavourable 
weather to which they were expofed. 

At lalt they gained fight of the South Sea, 
which rolled a prodigious iwell on them. Hav- 
ing pxevioufly fent out fome boats to examine the 
fhore, they made fail ; and foon finding them- 
felves near land, without any place to anchor, 
they felt the danger of their fituation, and endea- 
voured to provide againft it by every precaution 
in their power. About feven in the evening" t* 
wind blew a perfect hurricane : the rain 
fcended in torrents ; aud fome of the fail r 
rent in pieces. During this tempeftuoiy 
in which the fea wa9 conftanrly break 
them, the (hips parted company ; and 
compared with rocks and breaker, v\ 
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was extreme. Providentially they 'efcapcd, and 
next morning both vefiels came to an anchor. 

They had now been twice within four leagues 
of the werlern mouth of the ftraight, and as often 
driven ten or twelve leagues back again, by the 
ftorms and currents 5 fo dangerous is this naviga- 
tion at an improper feafon of the year. On the 
28th of March theTaniar narrowly efcaped being 
daihed to pieces on the rocks, by the parting of 
hex cable. Next morning the Dolphin weighed 
anchor -, but finding her con for t in diftrefs, they 
were obliged to lie by for the night — a night the 
molt dreadful they had yet experienced. The 
wind was lb violent, that the fea was lifted above 
the top- mail head, with a noife like thunder. 
Happily they did not part their cables, or they 
muft have been daihed to pieces againft the rocks. 

The following day it was almoft a perfect calm j 
but in the evening it rained much, and the ftorm 
recommenced. They were therefore obliged to 
keep their ftation till the 4th of April, when an 
officer iu the cutter, having found a proper bay 
to anchor in, they proceeded to occupy it. This 
gentleman, in his progrefs, had fallen in with a 
party of Indians, whole canoe was compofed of 
planks fewed together. They had no covering 
but a piece of foal's lkin thrown over their moul- 
ders. Their food, which was of the coarfeft kind, 
was eaten raw; and their indelicacy of eating it, 
was equal to its homelinefs. One of them was 
Qbfcrvcd to tear a piece of flinking whale's blub* 
ber with his teeth, and then to give it to his com- 
panions, who patTed it on in a fiautat TOKra&\.. 

When the lbips had come to awSLweVox* «A 
.remained with a view of taking m vfoo&fctA^*« 
* e v£!°v the nBtivcs madeanTeo^w^: 
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ihip, when fignals were thrown out to come oft 
board, but they appeared ihy. On this the com- 
modore landed and prefeuted them with foroe 
trifles, which they gratefully received. He like- 
wife divided ibme bifcuit among them, and was 
furprifed to find, that when a bit happened to 
fall to the ground, not one of them would ftoop 
to pick it up, without hispermiflion. 

At this time, feveral of the failors being engaged 
in cutting grafs for a few fheep on board, the 
Indians inltantly ran to their atiiftance, and tear- 
ing it up in large quantities, foon rilled the boat. 
On the commodore's return, they followed in their 
canoe till they came near the Ihip, at which they 
gazed with the utmofl aftonifhment. 

Some of thefe people were at laft prevailed oh 
to go on board, when Mr. Byron, with a view to 
their diverfion, directed one of the midfliipmen to 
play on the violin, while fome of the failors danced. 
The poor Indians were delighted above meafure, 
and one of them, to tetlify his gratitude, took his 
canoe, and fetching fome red paint, daubed it all 
over the face of the muficianj nor could the 
commodore, without much difficulty, efcape the 
fame compliment. When it was hinted to them 
that it was time to depart, they obeyed with 
apparent reluctance. ' 

On the 7th they left this bay, and next day en- 
countered very ftormy weather. On the 9th they 
paifed fome dangerous rocks, on which the furf 
beats with prodigious violence. Narborough hr 
diftinguifhed them by the appellation of tl 
Judges. This day, contrary to expectation, 
fteady gale at fouth-weft, wafted them on at ♦' 
rate of nine miles an hour; fo that they were r 



' leagues diftant from a coaft, on which they 
countered fo many perils. 
Byron, in order that future navigators may 
by his experience, recommends it be at the 
t entrance of the Straights of Magellan, in 
iber, in which cafe he thinks a fleet might 
te them in three weeks. He farther ob- 
that the facility with which wood and 
may be found, the vaft quantities of vege- 
on the coafr, and fiih in thefeas, are advan- 
tfhich render this paflage preferable to any 
at a proper feafon. It is remarkable, that 
rotracted pafTage of feven weeks and two 
lot a fingle man was loft or fick. 
:y now bore away for the ifland of Mafa- 
and on the 27th endeavoured to land, but 
prevented by the violence of the furf. A 
vas fent out to examine the coaft, which 
ed with plenty of filhj and the officer re- 
, that he had found a bank where they 
anchor, in the immediate vicinity of freih 
The boats were now fent out to wood 
ater, their crews having put on cork-jackets 
ft them in fwimming. In thefe feas they 
great number of very large {harks, but they 
ately efcaped them. One of thefe voracious 
ized a feal, and devoured it in an inftant. 
s idand abounds in goats j many of which 
tilled, and their fleih was deemed equal in 
r to the fineft venifon. One of them had 
\s flit; a proof that he had been caught and 
:ed again. Fiih were fo plentiful, that with 
and lines only they could foorvcatcl\^vo\>^ 
e for two days. 

gnnner and one of the. teaman* V^o V^> 
bersj landed in queft of v*a\.e,t,\>e\\\^i^^ 
E 2 ^ 
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to venture through the waves, were left afltdte 
all nitwit. The commodore being informed of 
this circumftance, lent them word, that if the 
lhip fhould be driven from her moorings, they 
would infallibly be left behind. On this intima- 
tion the gunner fwam to the boat, and was taken 
up j but the lbilor, faying that he would rather 
die a natural death than be drowned, refufed to 
make the attempt, and took a melancholy adieu 
of his companions. A midlhipman, taking a rbffe 
in his hand, fwam a (bore, and remonftratexl with 
the poor tar, on the foolifh resolution he had 
taken; but, being unable to make any impreflion 
on him, hefeized the opportunity of throwing the 
rope, in which there was a running knot, round 
his body, and calling to the boat's crew, they 
inftantly dragged him on board. The man, how- 
ever, had fwallowed ib much water, that he ap- 
peared to be lifelefs; but having lufpended him 
by the heels for a fhort time, to evacuate the fluid, 
he was next day reftored to health. 

The commodore now made a promotion among 
his officers, appointing Captain Mouatt com- 
mander of the Dolphin, under him, and fending 
his tirti lieutenant, Mr. Cumming, to the Tamai 
frigate. 

They now failed in various directions till the 
10th of May, when they law feveral birds and 
fillies, which convinced them that they were ap- 
proaching the land. 

Two remarkable birds, as large as geefe, witf* 

white bodies and black legs, which flew very hig 

confirmed them in their conjecture, that they hi 

parted fame main land or iiUm&s. Ov\ tVw. 11 

the/ faw fome tropical birds, anA ca\x$\t \* 
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and on the following days they were 
ded by flocks of various birds, 
his they fleered for a fmall ifland, of a 
ly plcafant appearance. It was encir- 
i a beach of white fand, and crowned 
y trees, whofe umbrage extended wide, 
ed moft beautiful groves, unincumbered 
er-wood, and of the moft vivid green. • 
le natives made their appearance, armed 
g fpears, and kindling large fires, the 
re lighted up on a neighbouring ifland. 
aving been lent out to look for anchor- 
rned without fuccefs. By' this time the 
id made much progrefs among the crew, 
is mortifying to the laft degree, for them 
: delicacies of the ifland, without being 
*each them. Among the reft they faw 
ts, whofe milk is fo falutary in fcorbutic 
tsj while the fhells of turtles ilrewed 
is. AH this while, the natives keeping 
f the fliip, danced, ihouted, and bran- 
eir fpears, occafionally falling flat back- 
'hich was interpreted into a menace of 
>n to their enemies. They ailb fixed 
s'in the fand, before which they kneeled, 
le act of devotion to their idols. 
Uefs of the empty threats of the natives, 
nodore thought proper to fail round the 
nd again fent out boats to found. On 
Indians raifed a terrible outcry, pointing 
'pears, and poiiing large (tones in their 
The failors made all poflible figns of 
p, and threw fome trifles on fhore 5 but 
cs would not deign to Tcgai& tatxeu \c*- 
r ran into the watex NUtYv axv s^raxstf 
of hauling the boate o\\ ^ ^f 
E3 ^ 
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which irritated the Tailors to fUch a degree, th*t 
they were with difficulty prevented from firing. 
As no landing-place coulcj be found, the commo- 
dore proceeded to the neighbouring ifland, arid 
brought to, at the diilanceof a quarter of a leagtte 
from the fhore. 

Here likewife the natives appeared in hoftife 
array j but a cannon being fired over their headfc 
they retired intQ the woods. The boats being 
fent out, returned without being able to find any 
landing place on this ill and likewife, whenot 
Byron named it the Ifleof Difappointmeut. 1 

On the 9th of June they difcovered a low lying I 
ifland, covered with various kinds of trees, among 
which was the cocoa-nut. The ftore was begirt 
with a rock of red coral. The natives, having 
firft kindled large fires, ran along the fhore arnvi 
in vaft multitudes. The veflels now brought to 
at a fmall inlet, opening into a fait water lake of 
fome extent. On the ihores of this, they faw a 
little town embofomed in cocoa-nut trees. The 
fhips advancing to the mouth of the inlet, fome 
hundreds of the natives, preceded by an officer, 
carrying a pole with a piece of mat inflead of a 
flag, ranged themfelves up to the waifts in water, 
making a hideous noifej while a number of large 
canoes were brought down from the lake. 

Two boats having been fent out in queft of 
foundings, the natives approached, and attempted to 
draw them on more, though the crews made every 
poflible demonstration of friendfliip. Several of 
the Indians leaping from the rocks, fwam towards 
the fhips ; one of them fprang into the Tamars 
boat, and fnatched up a jacket, \v'a\\^wYi\c\i V^ixa- 
JoediateJy dived ; another attempted, to fteal *V*fc.» 
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ie loft his prize through ignorance, as he 
1 it downwards inftead of upwards, 
ey now failed weftward, and foon dilcovered 
ier illand, diftant four leagues. The Indians 
led their courfe in two double canoes, each 
ing thirty armed men, and the ihips* boats 
; confiderably to leeward and expofed to 

infults, the commodore made a iignal for 

to begin the attack, when the natives in- 
v rowed away, and dalhed through the vio- 
urf on the fhore, ftill purfued by the Eng- , 

They now armed thcmfelves with ftonei i 
clubs, as if determined, like brave men, ■ 
ve their country from invafionj but the I; 
' crews firing, killed two or three of them, [■ 
)f whom did not fall till he had received \ 

balls through his body. The boats now i 
jht off the two canoes, unmoleded, as tro- \ 

of their vi&ory. Thefe veiTels confided of * 
;s fewed together, with a ftrip of tortoife- \ 
fixed over each feam ; their bottoms were ■ 

and narrow; and being double, they were ;! 
led with timbers fo as to leave a fpace of fix 
•etween the two canoes; while a fail, formed i 
oat, reached between a mail fixed in each. a 
»rdage appeared to be compofed of the ex- \ 
I covering of the cocoa-nut, and was ex qui- j 
made. \ 

the violence of the furf forbade them to ; 
at the illand they now vifited, the commo- j 
returned to his former ftation at the inlet 5 j^ 
gain let out his boats to find anchorage. A i;i 
>er of the Indians ftill remained allcmbled, -t 
were preparing fome large canoes, probably [• 
tack the boats ; but a (hot beitv^ tk*& w<st "? 
fads, they iaftantly run away w& cowi^a^A. 



44 byron's VOYAGE. 

themfclves. In the evening the boats returned 
with a few cocoa-nuts, and next day they were 
fent off with all the invalids who were capable of 
moving. The commodore likewife landed, ar4 
faw many Indian huts, very meanly conftru&ei 
The men were quite naked, but fome of the wo- 
men wore a kind of cloth from the waift to the 
knees. The. more abounded with coral, and pearl 
oyfter fhells, whence it is probable that a valuable 
fiihery might be eltabliflied here. 

In one of their perambulations, the feamen 
found in a hut the carved head of a rudder, which 
had evidently belonged to a Dutch long-boat; 
they alfo faw a piece of brafs and iron, and fome 
tools of the latter metal ; but how they came herei 
po intelligence could be received. 

The burial places of the natives were under 
fliady trees, near their houfesj and the graves 
were covered with flat ftones, laid on perpendi- 
cular fidc-iiones. On the branches, which fhaded 
thefe repolitories of the dead, were hung balkets 
of reeds, containing the heads and bones of turtle 
and other fifh ; and feveral boxes filled with hu- 
man bones, were found near the graves. 

Parrots and other beautiful birds were very 
numerous on this iiland : the doves were fo tame, 
that they fometimes followed the Engliih into the 
huts of the Indians. The flies were very trouble* 
fome ; but no venomous reptiles were feen. The 
water was good, and almoft the whole furface of 
the gronnd was covered with fcurvy-grafs. Th ; 
ifland is fituated in 14 deg. 29 min. fouth la 
tude, and 148 deg. 50 min. weft longitude. 

On the J2th of June they failed to anotl 
lUand; and as they coafted along \t> Vhfc tw£\ 
/q arms obferved their motions, TYv£\>o3\s\tt 
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Jr'tto beach, %he crew made fins that they 
sere in want of water, oh which the nntives 
fototed farther along the (bore. When they ar- 
rived at the fyoX, tibej law a number of houfes, 
tod many Itodfahs. As the boats Were clofe in 
*ith the ihore, and the Alps at -a finall diftance, 
■ttaerabie old mart, with a white beard, advanced 
lb the beach >vitfa a young attendant. Having 
tojte a figoal for the other Indians to retire, he 
*toe forward, preffing bis beard to bis breaft with 



*e hand., and extending the brattch of a tree in 
ftcothtir. 

*!n this attitude he begaft a kind of rtufical ora- 
tor, dnriftg which the people iA the boats threw 
Skat trifling prefents, which he would not deign 
to tPCich, till he had finifhed his harangue. This 
kite do**, he threw the branch towards the 
boat's crew, and then' picked up their prefents. 

Moft of the natives having contented to lay 
dqwn their artos, One of the midlhipmcn fwam on 
Adtifc, where he wasfoonfurrounded by the Indians, 
Who admired bit dre&, and feemed |>articularry 
pleafed with his walftcoat. To gratify them, he 
made one of them a prefect of itj but another 
tifttying his travat axrai rttnping away with it, he 
thotoght k pfudeitt to retreat. The natives Toon 
Jblkrtted hirn in an amicable manner, bringing 
each a ctifeoa^nut, or fflme water in a fhell. This 
Hland is tihjated in 14 deg. 41 min. fouth latitude, 
and 149 deg. 16 min. -weft longitude; ajyd both 
this and the laft mentioned, the commodore 
named, out of refped to his forereign, King 
Georgia Wandl. 

Nest day they difeovered another ifland, which 
Via Ml to«ried,ind appeared W\rttf\&Vj n*\- 
dattf a^ftrrifc; bat a Ykfeatforfbe&x <a&<ew?* 
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part of the coafl. This they named the Frinceof 

Wales's Ifland. 

They now failed to the northward, and from 
the daily flight of birds towards the ibuth, at the 
approach of evening, and the iflands they had 
vilited being fo populous, the commodore ima- 
gined there was a chain of them leading to a coa- 
tinent, which illufion it feems he would have 
fearched for, had not the fcurvy made fuch pro- 
grcfs among the crews of both ihips, as to render 
perfeverance impofRblc. 

On the 17th of June, our voyagers, being far- 
rounded by flocks of birds, concluded that land 
was near; but they did not come in fight of it 
till the 2lft, when at eight leagues difiance it ap- 
peared like three iilands coune&ed with ridges of 
rocks. Thefe ifla/.ds were found to be populous 
and beautiful in the extreme ; but the rocks and 
breakers that furrounded them, proved an infu- 
perable bar to any attempt at landing. 

On the 24th, they difcovered an iiland which 
they named the Duke of York's. A terrible feft 
broke round the coail ; but the place itfelf had a 
mod alluring afpect. The boats landed with 
fome difficulty, and brought off a large quantity 
of cocoa-nuts, which funjifhed great relief to the 
fick. Thoufands of marine fowls were lecn fit- 
ting on their ncfts, lb tame that they were eafily 
knocked down with flicks. This ifland has a 
large lake in its centre ; but, notwithstanding its 
fertility, it appeared to be uninhabited. 

A few days after, they failed northwards, w 

a view of paffing the equinoctial, and then j 

ceeding to the La drones. On the 2d of July, t 

difcovered a low Hat ifland, abo\m&\\^ vj\\fci 

coa-nm and other trees, and affox&n^ a. ; 
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>!c profpec"t. A great number of the na- 
ere teen on the beach ; and above fixty ca- 
ll vanced and formed a circle round the 
hich after they had leifurely furveyed, one 
Indians jumped out of his boat, fwam to 
el, ran up its fides, and having gained the 
•egan laughing molt violently. He then 
ut pilfering whatever he could lay his 
n 5 but was prevented from carrying his 
Being dreiTe d in a jacket and trowfers, 
*d as many antic tricks as a monkey; and 
fwam off with the habit with which he 
n furnifhed. He devoured fome bifcuits 
eat'eagernefs, and upon joining his com- 
, others were induced, from the reception 
met with, to ccrae on board, and mewed 
e difpofition to theft, by feizing on fome 
ize with which they made off by their 
y in fwimming, 

\ Indians were of a light copper complex- 
, and well made ; their hair was long and 
ind fancifully tied in knots or bunches, 
irs were bored, and had the" appearance 
ig borne heavy weights. Their gene- 
merits were fhells round the neck, wriffo, 
ft : in other refpects they were naked. A 

human teeth decorated the waift of one 
biefs. Some of them had fpears fet with 
:eeth, as fliarp as any weapon of fteel. 
3ey were ihewn fome cocoa-nuts, by way 
ting them to fupply the fhips with this 
ey endeavoured to Heal what was exhibit- 
would nnderfland the failpi^ Tfc^&Y&%. 
dace the officers gave the na\Tvfcc&^\e>\£* 

honour of the cornmodoie. \\. \s>\&& 
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down in 1 deg. 18 min. fouth latitude, ai 

deg. 5(5 min. eaft longitude. 

Soon after they leit this ifland, the crews 
to fall ill again with the fcurvy, from whi 
liberal ufe of cocoa-nuts had a flitted to i 
them. The extreme heat of the weather a 
cafioned fluxes, which added to their diftn 

On the 28th of July, they came in fight < 
pan, Tinian, and Aguigan ; and about n< 
the laft day of that month, anchored at Tit 
the fame ftation Anfon had done before. 

The commodore going on ihore, faw mai 
which had been ere&ed by the Spaniard 
having pitched on a proper fpot for tents, . 
ceeded with his attendants in fearch ot 
beautiful lawns, of which the reader has hs 
a tempting and luxuriant defcription in tl 
age of Commodore Anfon. With this vie 
worked their way through thick woods, for 
trouble they were but indifferently compe 
when they came to the place where th< 
chanting fcenes were fuppoled to lie. Thej 
the lawns covered with high reeds, whi 
quently entangled and cut their legs lik 
cords. They were peftered with flies, whic 
down their throats, whenever they opene 
mouths. 

Having killed a bull, the only achievei 
this truidefs expedition, they returned mi 
fatisfled to the tents, which had been fet 
ing their abfence. The invalids were bro 1 
fhore, and the well was cleared \ but the 
'which is defcribed as excellent in Anfon*s 
W*f found braclfiib and full of worot. 



1 



^ are we to reconcile the difcordant de- 
ems of voyagers ! The ter reiki al paradifc of 
, is a rude and difagrccable fpot according 
on. It may, however, be obferved, that 
Anton arrived here, the very polfetlion of 
ras like the gift of life ; and as it appeared 
: time to have been much more plentifully 
i with cattle, the grafs muft in confequeme 
>cen better kept down, and the lawns not 
1 nonentity. 

ile the veflels lay here, they were forced out 
, to avoid being dallied on the rocks j but 
ecovered their ilations. The commodore ~. 

ill of the fcurvy, was confined to his tent ; # 

lough the crew in general recovered from * 

iforder, many of them fell lick or fevers, 
/o died, the firft lince they had left Eng- 
rains were continual and violent, and the 
xcedive, the thermometer generally fland- 
thirty-iix. The flies and other infects tor- 
d them by day, and the inofqui toes by 
Scorpions, centipedes, and black ants 
ed ; and, in fine, the advantages of the fitu- 
ivere overbalanced by its inconveniences. 
vas difficult to kill any cattle, and when 
leceeded, the meat was generally flyblown, 
ink before they could bring it to the flu p. 
hogs, however, were numerous, and formed 
)rincipal fupply of irelHprovi lions. Thefe 
res they found out a method of eniharing, 
ich means they had them alive. 
Ury was indeed fufUciently plentiful, but 
i became tainted and full of maggots. At 
hey discovered a fpol wbe^e c&vAa ^*a 
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more abundant, and by degrees they became bet- 
ter reconciled to the place. 

Saypan is defcribed as larger and more pleafant 
than Tinian. It is generally covered with trees, 
and abounds with guanicoes. It appeared from 
the number of pearl oyfter (hells, that the Spani- 
ards had a filhery here. 

The fick being pretty well recovered, the com- 
modore failed from Tinian on the 30th of 
September, fleering northward. On the 18th of 
next month, feveral land birds, apparently ex- 
haulted, flew near the fhips ; and one of them, as 
large as a goofe, refted on the bows. Its beak and 
legs were black 5 the reft of the body wholly 
white. 

They anchored off Timoan on the 5th of No- 
vember, where the commodore landed. The in- 
habitants proved to be Malays $ many of whom, 
when the boat approached the fhore, came down 
to the beach, armed wijh fpears, long knives, and 
daggers. However, the boat's crew landed, and 
exchanged a few handkerchiefs for fome fowls, 
a kid, and a goat. 

Thefe people were of fmall ftature, and copper 
complexioned. On their hands they wore tur- 
bans, and had clothes fattened with filver clafps 
round their waifts. One old man was habited in 
the Perfian ftyle. Their houfes are compofed of 
iplit bamboo, and are raifed about eight feet from 
the ground. Cocoa and cabbage trees abound. 
An animal was brought on board alive while they 
lay at anchor here, with legs like a deer, and ' 
body refembling a hare, which proved excellr 
eating. 

They next anchored in the harbour of 
Toupou, where nothing occurred yjqv 
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mark for fome days. On the 14th, a floop put 
in to the fame port, and immediately hoiftihg 
Dutch colours, the commodore fent an officer on 
board her, who was received with much polite- 
nefs and prefented with tea ; but as the crew was 
chiefly Malays, they could not underfiand each 
other. This veflel was made of fplit bamboo; 
and a piece of timber fixed on each quarter, fup- 
plied the place of a rudder. 

Mr. Byron failed the following day, and held 
on his courfe till the 19th, when he fell in with 
an Englifh fnow, bound from Bencoolen for Ma- 
lacca and Bengal. By this time their bifcuit 
was rotten and filled with worms, and the beef 
»nd pork were putrid. The mailer of the fnow 
being apprized of this misfortune, fent the com- 
modore two gallons of arrack, a turtle, twelve 
fowls, and a fheep, which it is conjectured was 
half his iiock, and he generoufly refufed to accept 
the fmalieft return. 

Same day they dropped anchor in the road of 
Sumatra, and on the 27th reached Batavia. Hav- 
ing anchored near the town, they fired a falute of 
eleven guns, which was returned j and an Eng- 
liih fhip from Bombay fired thirteen guns in ho- 
nour of the commodore. 

The Dutch commodore fent his boat on board 
the Dolphin, under the command of his cock- 
fwain, who made but an indifferent appear- 
ance. He put feveral queftions to Mr. Byron re- 
specting his voyage and deilipation, which he be- 
gan to minute down ; but the commodore confiV 
dering this qs an indignity, defiled \\\m \t&ho&j 
to Jcai-e the (hip, anrl thus the v\ftt e.wte&. 
However, when Mr. Byron VtfWeA OctfiXy^ 
mmofarc at kis country fco\ife> \k^W"*<* 
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cd with great politenefs, and told that he n 
v take a houfe in any part of the city, or be ac 
modated at the hotel. It mould be obfe 
that any' inhabitant of Batavia permittii 
flranger to fleep, though but a (ingle night i 
houfe, incurs a penalty of five hundred do] 
for the hotel being a regularly licenfed lo< 
houfe, and bringing in a coniiderable rev 
it is peculiarly protected. The matter at 
time was a Frenchman. The hotel is the 
fuperb building in the city, having more tl 
of a palace than an inn for the receptic 
guefts. 

The flreets of Batavia are regularly 'dif 
and cooled by canals, lined with trees. Tl 
habitants are a motley group of Dutch, I 
guefe, Chinefe, Perfians, Moors, Malays, 
nefe, and others. Their aggegfate numt 
ailonilhingly great. The Chinefe live in a 
rate town without the city walls, and are 
traffickers, having annually ten or twelve tho 1 
veffels of various defcriptions, laden from C 

The roads for feveral miles round the cil 
very wide, and are bounded by a canal fl 
with trees. Adjoining to the canals an 
country houfes and gardens, many of whic 
fplcndid and extenlive. 

On the 10th of December, thecommodor 
Batavia with the ufual compliments * r and d 
their run to Prince's Ifland, they were fo * 
dantly fupplied with turtle by boats from tt 
va fhore, that the common failors fubfifted i 
ly on that fifh. 

After a few-days ftay at Prince's Jfland, 
dire&ed their cotirfe for the Cape of Good ' 



e governor fent his coach and fix for the corn- 
er and entertained him with great polite- 
naking him a tender of the accommodation 
company's houfe in the Phytic Garden, and 
e of his own carriage, 
on, in conformity to the general voice of voy- 
reprefents the Cape as. a fine country, fitu- 
n a healthy climate, and abounding in all 
of refrelhments. The commodore frequenN 
iilged his men with penMflion to land, and 
s regularly returned intoxicated with Cape 

the 7th of March they left this delightful 
and on the 25th, crofled the equinoctial 
About this time an accident happening to 
dder of the Tamar, which it was importable 
lir at fea, the captain was ordered to bear 
for Antigua, in confequence of which they 
company on the lft of April. 
Dolphin now proceeded to England with- 
y memorable incident, and anchored in the 
$ on the 9th of May 1766 j having circum- 
ted the terraqueous globe in about a year 
n months. 

ugh this voyage was not pregnant with 
original difcoveries, it ferved to afcertain 
tition of former ones, with fomc new addi- 
and by encouraging the hope of meeting 
amething more important to reward adven- 
t may be contidered as the prelude and the 
4s to the fucceeding attempts at difcovery, 
we apprehend have left nothing more to 
(hed for, unlefs like Alexander, we tigh 
w worlds to pervade. 
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VOYAGE OF 

PTAIN WALhiS, 

OUND THE GLOBE. 

■ i » 

nation of the fcherae of difcovery* 
fty's fhip, the Dolphin, was fitted out 
\ round the world, and the command 
ptain Samuel Wallis, who fell down 
hames on the 26th of July 17&?* and* 
: of Auguft, anchored off Plymouth 
ree days afterwards, he received fail? 
with directions to take the Prince 
i the Swallow under his command* 
joining, they failed on the 22d, and 
f September anchored in the road of 

ng in fome fea-ftores, they proceed- 
voyage, and on the l6th were off the 
Ima, where fuch a perfect calm took 
the veffel remained motionlefs. A 
ig up again, wafted them along, and 
and themfelves furrounded by a num- 
tas. The Swallow being a bad failor* 
le night of the 21ft, but after a ie* 
three days, rejoined near the Ille of 

o an anchor in Port JPraya, they ob« 
from the comman&irv^ofixcct \&^\oe 
id other necefiaik*. Tflaa fos&. V s * 
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raging at this place, fuch of the crews as ha 
undergone that affli&ive malady, were ftrictl 
joined not tp land ; and though this was the 1 
feaforjj by a liberal attention to the healtji < 
men, they in general efcaped any particula 
ments. 

Having taken in their intended fupplies, 
fet fail on the 28th, and fame night faw the 
ing mountain of Terra del Fuego. Captain 
lis now ordered every man to be furnifhed 
fimin& tackle, in order that he might fupply 
felf with that kind of food ; and to prevei 
fe&ion, he forbade that any fifli £hould be 
more than twenty-four hours. The butte: 
cheefe being expended, the people began 
ferved with oil, and at intervals with muftar 
vinegar. In a word, proper precautions 
early taken to prevent the inroads of di 
which conduct is always much fafer than tc 
to any cure, however efficacious > but wil 
their care, ficknefs was not to be evaded. 

The Prince Frederic having fprung a lea 
the fame time that her crew was very i 
Lieutenant Brine, who commanded her, exp 
his apprehenfions, that without afiiftanc< 
Ihould not be long able to keep company, 
tempts were in confequence made to repa 
veflel ; but as it was not in the comma 
power to grant her every requisite fupport 
Dolphin and Swallow completed their prov 
from her, and me was left. 

Arriving in 30 deg. fouth latitute on the 
of November, which was the fummer feaf 
thofe climates, the men found the weath 
eo)6, that they were obliged to fence aga ; 
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meteor was obferved, which flew from 
•all to the fouth-weft, leaving fuch a 
lit as equalled the brightncfs of noon- 
*e days after, they fell in with whales, 
birds, which allured them of the vici- 
d. 

16th of December, being near Cape 
?y faw feveral perfons on horfc-back, 

iigns it was underftood that their 
mid be welcome. As the veflcls came 
>r, the natives fliouted aloud, and kept 
cs all night, oppofitc the (hip. In the 
le captain went on fhore, and having 
n the Indians to fit down, he diftribut- 
:hem, combs, buttons, knives, and va* 
and gratified the females by fome bits 
He next endeavoured to explain his 
:, and took fome pains to make them 
thitt he would exchange bill hooks and 
hich he (hewed' them, for guanicocs 
cs ; but they either could not, or would 
;hcnd him. . • 

lg to the moft exa6t. account, the tailed 
c people meafured fix feet (even inches 
others were an inch or two fhortcr $ 
*al they appeared of a gigantic ftature 
o the Englifh. They were mufcular 
nade; but thoir hands and feet were 
) be fmall in proportion to their foe** 
re dreffed in the ikins of guanicocs, 
lairy fides turned inwards 3 and fome 
re piece of cloth, wove from the hair 
nal, depending from the neck to the. 
cy wore a kind of butkin, reaching 

nodorc Byjron's Voyage f« *tei«v^iowkdt ^» 

fees 



5S W*LL1S*$ VOJkQH, 

from the middle of the leg to the inftep, and paiT- 
ing under the heel. Their hair, which was very 
Jong and coarfe, was tied back with a piece of 
cotton. Bpth men and women rode aft ride, on 
Jiorfes about fourteen hands high. Some of the 
horfemen had wooden fpurs. Several had their 
arms painted; while the faces of others were va- 
rioufly marked ; and fome were obferved with 9 
painted circle round their eyes. 

Two round ftones, inclofed in leather, formed 
their weapons, one of which they held in their 
hand, while the other being violently fwung round 
the head, as difcharged from a firing eight feet 
Jong, with the fame force as from a fling. By 
this cord they alfo caught guanicoes and oftriches, 
throwing it in fuch a manner as to hamper the 
legs of their prey. 

Thefe people feemed much addicted to talk* 
ing ; but appeared to have no idea of any of the 
European languages; though it was remarked 
that they fhewed a facility in pronouncing Eng- 
lifh words, particularly " Englishmen come oq 
ihore," which they had been taught to repeat 
like parrots. 

As they appeared desirous of going on board* 
the captain took eight of them into the boats, on 
which they began ringing for joy ; but when they 
reached the fhip, they exprefled no furprife at 
the novelties they beheld, till their eyes caught a 
looking-glais, before which they pra&ifed many 
ridiculous forms and antic geftures. They refufy 
ed to drink any liquor but water, though tb' 
ate freely of whatever was prefented to th 
They feemed highly pleafed with the live 
on board; and one of them making figris * 
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a pair of fboes mid buckles, and prefented 
i of the reft with a little bag, in which were 

<ne new fikpences and halfpence, with a ribbon 
tiffed through them, to fufpend from their necks. 

On the marines being exercifed before them, 
hey were terrified at the fire of the mufkets, and 
one of them falling down, fhut his eyes and lay 
without motion, aa if he was fenfible of the de- 
tractive natiire of thefe weapons. However they 
were (b well pieafed with their general reception, 
that they were with difficulty prevailed on to go 
en fhore; and when they found that they mult fub- 
nrit, one of the party efaaunted a kind of prayer 
of fome length, and petitioned to ftay till even* 
tag, by pointing to the fun, and then moving his 
tiand round to the weftward. As foon as they 
got into the boat, they refumed their fongs ; and 
when it landed, many more of the natives prefled 
tohe taken on board, and feemed much diflatif- 
fied that they could not receive this envied dif- 
finftion. 

. Same day they entered the Straights of Magel- 
lan with a ; favouring tide, and faw many perfons 
on -hor&back, hunting the guanicoes, which ran 
with jtfodigious fwiftaefs. The natives having 
llghtw fires oppofite the fhips, about four hun- 
m #f them were obfervedin a valley, with their 
faorfea feeding near them. ?. On this fpot Mr. By- 
rod had ffeeh the Patagonians. Some of the offi- 
cers wfera fcnt towards the (bore, to reconnoitre, 
with orders not to land, as they could receive no 
affiflBOcefirom the fhips, in cafe of need. As they 
apprc«ch*d the b4ach, however, many of the na- 
tive* ifeetod iowarda'theSn, «momr whom were 
fbme of AdEr former vifitort, who No&fcraxsA 
"ItiHtf+Mii miJKicofliore," mnd wolUcw&fw* 
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kept from getting on board, when it w<as found 
they \yould not land. Some bread, tobacco, and 
toys were dinributed among them, but they made 
no return in the provifions of their country. 

The tide and currents were fo violent on the 
23d of December, as to drive the mips in different 
directions j but in the evening they were brought 
to an anchor. On Chriftmas day a fupply of ce- 
lery was procured from Elizabeth Iiland, which 
being boiled up with portable foup and wheat) 
made a falutary and hearty break fall. 

On the 2(ith they anchored in Port Famine, 
and a tent being ere&ed for their reception, th< 
lick were lent on ihore. The fail- makers had 
likewife a tent pitched for them 5 and wooding 
and watering parties were engaged in their re- 
flective vocations. Many of the crew were ai 
this time ill of the fcurvy, who fpeedilv recoverec 
by the plentiful nfe of vegetables and frequent 
fea-bathing. 

The ihips were now repaired with much afll 
duity and attention, aud thoufands of youm 
trees were carefully taken up with the moulc 
round their rcots* to be trail fpl an ted in Falkland' 
lilands. The mailer of the Dolphin, who hq< 
been previouily difpatched in iearch of anchoring 
places, returned on the 17th of January, aftc 
being fucetfsful j and the thips foon came to ai 
anchor, half a mile from the ihorc, near a cur 
rent of freib. -water, that ruihed with impetuofit; 
from the mountains. 

However, a more convenient. Ration ha,vi^ 
been difcovered, they failed next day for the 
of Cape Gallant. Here they caught wild dw 
abundance. The mailer of the Swallow a'" 
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it of the South Seas 5 but being difappolnted 
his expectations, he ere&ed a pyramid on the 
t, and left fome memorials of the date and 
irage. 

The country here has a moft forbidding afpeft. 
e lower parts of the vaft mountains, on each 
5 the Straights, are clothed with trees -, higher 
are fragments of broken rocks and heaps of 
>w ; while the tops are wholly naked and defo- 
e. On the 28th, they faw a great fmoke in 

different places $ and next morning, fome, 
uple bring fent afhore for water, feveral of the 
tives came off in three canoes, making figns of 
endftiip, which being anfwered to their wifh, 
sy fhouted aloud. 

The Indians came up eating raw feal's flefh ; 
d the tkins with which they were covered flunk . 
>ft intolerably. They were armed with bows, 
ows, and javelins 5 the two laft of which were 
inted with flint. The talleft of thefe people 

1 not exceed the common European ftandard $ 
eir complexion was a deep copper colour. 
Three of the natives, who were taken on board 
5 Dolphin, ate of whatever was given them ; 
t, like the" Patagonians, they rejected any fluid 
'e water. They feemed likewile highly enter- 
ned on feeing themfelves in a looking-glafs, 
iled at'the novelty of its effects, and having 
nteraplated themfelves for a fhort fpace, burlt 
to the moft immoderate fits of laughter. The 
ptain attending them on fhore, diflributed fome 
rikets among their wives and children, and 
is in return complimented with foms <& ^aect 
nour, and pieces of mundic, of tkfc faxas op*- 
as that found in the Cpraiftk rnitufc. 

OL.\. ' OL C 
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On the 3d of February, the ihips failed, and 
fame day anchored in York Road. .Next morn- 
ing Captain Wall is with a party went on iliore, 
near Bachelor's River, where he faw feme Indi- 
an hut», and feveral dogs, that fled on being dis- 
covered. Near this river is a cataract, the noite 
of which is tremendous. The water falls upward! 
of four hundred feet, partly over a ileep defcenti 
and partly in a perpendicular line. On the 14tk 
they attempted to fail, but loling ground, they 
were driven with fuch violence by the current, as 
to be in the inftant danger of being dallied againft 
the rocks, from which they were frequently not 
more than half tke ihir/s length diltant. 

Kicaping this d.mger, they caft anchor in But- 
ler's Ray, 10 failed from one of the mates, by 
whom it was difecnered. This rtation they re- 
tained till the '20th, when they encountered a 
mod violent norm, which increafed till the even- 
ing, the fen breaking over them in the mod 
dreadful manner ; but as their cables held good, 
they were providentially preferred. Here, they 
remained eight da;»s repairing the damage they 
had fuftained. Meanwhile they caught abun- 
dance of fiih, and procured plenty of vegetables. 
The mountains in this neighbourhood had the 
molt defolatc and rugged appearance.. Their lum- 
mits feemed to be loit in the clouds ; and l'ome 
of them, on the lout hern ihore, produced not a 
blade of grate, while the rallies, equally fterilj 

were funk in fnow. ... .; 

_0;i the lit of March they took a ftation in Li- 
on's Cove^ and for the live days fueceeding ibcU 
departure from thence, tV^ey \va& v\\t vc\o\V \rhb» 
pcliuouH weather* which meivaceA \T\\nu:&u.\fe & 
ifu&lon.' The Dolphin s> peopte v. ei* fo y«S 
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fefled with an opinion that their contort could not 
ride out the ftorra, as to fancy they faw lb;nc of 
ier hands endeavouring to lave themfelvcs on 
the rock*. 

During a fortnight they were at a reduced al- 
lowance, except of brandy, which was found fa- 
lutary. After a fcries of difficulties, in which 
the Swallow was nearly loft, both veffels anchored 
on the 1.5th in Swallow Harbour. 

When they fet fail again, the waves ran lb 
high, and the fog was lb thick, that they narrow- 
ly efcaped ihipwreck among a clufter of fmall 
illands. The weather, however, clearing up, 
they reached Cape Upright Ray. Soon after two 
canoes came alongside the Dolphin, with a great 
quantity of foal's fleih, blubber, and penguin*, 
which the Indians feaftcd on raw. A failor hav- 
ing caught a fifli about the lite of a herring, gave 
k to one of them, who killed if by a bit-: near the 
gil's, and inltantly devoured it. 

With regard to liquors, they were equally ab- 
stemious as the other natives 6f the ooaft; but 
readily -de roured every kind of food that was of- 
fered them. Though the weather was piercing, 
they had no other covering than a teal's ikin. 
They alt appeared blear-eyed* probably a riling 
from thefmoke of their fires, and their filthv way 
of life. ^ They killed their Aih by Unking 'them 
with a javelin pointed with bone. • Having re* 
ccived a few baubles from the captain, they de- 
parted well plea fed. 

One night, a party of the failors flaying on 
more, a body of the Indians hurried to their 
boats, and began to make free with their contents. 
The failors arrived in time to prevent tlvnr de. ? 
prcdations, which enraged them io klmcYi, \\y\\. 
G % ^1 
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they betook themfelves to their arras 5 but w< 
foon pacified, by the judicious application of foi 
trifling prefents. 

While they lay here, fome of. the Indians f( 
them feveral of the birds called race horfes ; a 
foon after a party of them brought fix of th 
children on board, to whom the captain m; 
prefents of necklaces and bracelets. They ; 
peared remarkably tender to their offspring, 1 
attentively delicate to their women. A bo 
crew having been ordered on more, to proc 
wood and water, fome of the natives follo\ 
them in their canoes with the utmofi ezpediti 
us if apprehenfive that they meant to make i 
with their women, who appeared among 
rocks $ but the Englifli endeavqured toconvi 
them that their jealoufy was wrong, by lying 
tfll the Indians got a .head, yet they could not 
fatisfied ; but immediately joined their fema 
and retired. 

. Fluxes beginning to be very frequent ami 
the crews, the furgeon ordered them to abfi 
wholly from mufqles, with which they had 
therto been plentifully fupplied. 

On the 10th of April both (hips proceeded 
company j but next day they had the misforti 
to lofe fight of each other 5 nor did Captain C 
teret, in the Swallow, rejoin her confort dm 
the remainder of the voyage 5 in confequeno 
which, the proceedings and difcoveries of the 
fpective commanders muft be feparately detaile 

, The day the fhjps parted, the Dolphin clea 
the Straights, after having encountered innun 
nble difficulties and dangers, for the fpace of tl 
.months and twenty-five days, 

* Sec the fubfe^uent voya^. 



nong other obfervations, not generally inte- 
ig, Captain Wallis takes notice of the Spanifh" 
built with a view of commanding the Ma- 
nic Straights. It was fituatednear Port Fa— 
;, a very appropriate name, after the mifera- 
fate of the lettlers, who were ultimately 
ed out. The bays and harbours, in this cele- 
*1 palfage, are .generally convenient enough/ 
ilh in the fea f and vegetables on th$ fhore aro- 
:iful ; but fucli is the ftrength of the currents, 
the frequent recurrence -of ftorms, that thitf 
nation mult ever be attended with difficulty 
delay. 

olding a weft ward coiirfe, they faw a number 
fferent kinds, of birds, flying about the ibip. 
l a long-continued expofure to wet, the ma- 
's now began to be attacked with fevers and 
? ; and, therefore, when the weather was fa* 
able, the lick were brought on deck ; and at 
r times were nourifhed with lalop and p6rt- 
foup. The violent winds, howevcr> attend-* 
-ith rain, foon recommenced ; and the fhip 
g in danger of lofing her mails, it was 
ght neceflary to alter their courle. 
>me time elapfed without any material 00 
ence. On the 14th of May, fomething like 
l land appeared, and a number of birds were 
; but fleering for the quarter where they ex* 
ed to fall in with.it, they were dil appointed; 
igh the %ns were fometimes renewed. At 
on the l(jtli of June, they came in fight of a 
ifland, which diffuied joy over the whole 
pany. 

Sheii they arrived within a motatsAs, &&kw» 
us Mand, another was dUY.ovweA. '£v> "Ows. 
} f thefc iflamls, a boat, wo^exYj !»»»»»&• 
G 3 ^ ^ 
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was difpatched, and on their approaching the 
ihore, two canoes were feen to j>ut off from tbe 
adjoining ifland. The crew*, however, landed, and 
after colle&ing fome cocoa-nuts and fcurvy-grafi, 
in which nature has been fo bountiful in climates 
where this vegetable is fo much wanted, they re- 
turned to the {hips. In this excursion they fait 
three huts, fupported on polls, and covered witl 
cocoa and palm leaves, ingenioufly interwoven. 
. As thi6 illand was, in every part, encompafled 
With rocks, and breakers,, tbe captain refolvecjtc 
try the other, after giving this firil difcovery th< 
name of Whitfun Ifland. On approaching th< 
adjacent ifle, about fifty of the natives, armt( 
with pikes, and fome with firebrands in theii 
nands, were obfcrved running down to the coaft 
Two boats were, therefore, armed and fent out 
with inftru&ions to avoid haftilities, and to try tc 
cultivate a good understanding with the Indians 

As the boats drew near, the natives aHiimed; 
pofture of defence, but the crew making figns o 
iriendihip, and displaying fome trinkets, a few o 
the Indians walked into the water, to meet them 
The Engliih now. Signified that cocoa-nuts am 
water would be acceptable, which being under 
flood, they immediately fetched a fmall. quantit 
of each, for which they received nails and othe 
trifles. While this exchange went on, one o 
them ftole a filk handkerchief, with its contents 
but the thief eluded detection. 

Next morning the boats were again difpatchec 

with orders to land, if it could be done withou 

provoking hoftilities. As they approched th 

dhore, they obfcrved feven \ai&e cmmx.^ xet&y fq 

Ailing, in. which the Indians, aitet i&a£\T\^fef 

to the £»gliih to advaace, euforttsAi »*■ ** 
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d. Some of thefe canoes were thirty feet 
>ur broad, and three deep. The people 
g, black, flowing hair ; were of a dark 
Lion, and a middle fize ; and were d relied 
ing fattened round the=waift. The men 
ftly proportioned, and the women appear- 
tirul. 

ieutenant being again fent on fhore, was 
to take poflellion of the place under the 
>f Queen Charlotte's Iiland. The boats 
d, laden with cocoas and fcurvy-grafs, and 
1 that they had difcovered excellent wa- 
party of twenty men, headed by one of 
tea, was now fent on fhore to fill water; 
; fick were landed for the benefit of the 
ile a number of hands were employed in 
tig cocoa-nuts, and other vegetable re- 
mits. The water was fafely brought off, 
greateft part of the vegetables were loft, 
rolling of the waves, which almolt filled 
ter that conveyed them, 
next made an ifland where they found 
tools, bearing fome refemblance to the 
n mechanic inftruments of Europe, which 
•rmed of fliells and ftones. Here they re- 
. that the dead remained unburied, under a 
canopy, to decay by natural degrees. To 
-7 gave the appellation of Egmont Ifland, 
k pofTeflion of it with the ufual formalities, 
n 19 deg. 20min. fouth latitude, and 138 
) min. welt longitude, not far diftant from 
ft difcoveries. 

ceding on their courfe, they obferved fome 
natives on an ifland, to ^Yucta. \\vt^ ^s^ 
eo/Gioucefter Ifland-, but fc**\V^*& «* 
itb rocks aui breakers, tkeN &&™^ 
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tempt to land. Same day they diicovercd Cum* 
berland Ifland, and on the fuccecding, a third, 
which received the name of Prince William Hca- 
ry'b Illand. 

On the 1/th, they again came in light of land, 
and a light ieen at night convinced them it was 
inhabited. It appeared rich in cocoa-trees, a cer- 
tain proof that it was not deficient in water. An a 
officer being fent on ihore, to open a traffic with " 
tin*, natives, law many of them, but could find 
no convenient anchorage. 

Some of thefe Indians, diftinguiflied by carry- 
in*; white flicks in their hands, appeared to exer- 
cile an authority over the relt. While the lieu- 
tenant was trafficking with them, an Indian, div- 
ing into the. water, lei zed the grappling of the 
boar, while his companions on ihore -laid hold of 
the rope by which (lie was fattened, and endea- 
voured to draw her into the furf ; but the tiring 
of a muiketdifcoucerted them lb much, that they 
abandoned their dciign. From the number of 
pt ople leen, and the largeneis of the canoes on 
(liore, it was conjectured that ibme larger illands 
lay at no great diftance. I laving named this Ol- 
tiabtirgh Illand, they again let fail. 

Early next morning they law land, but being 
invelopcd in a fog, they call anchor, and no fooncr 
had it eleared away, than they found themselves 
iurrounded by a number of -canoes, in which were 
many hundreds of people. Thefe approached 
the ihip with marked admiration, and talked 
with great earncltneis. Some baubles being 
ibewn them, they held a general confutation, at 
the end of which they rowed round the ihip with 
an appearance of friendihipj and one of them 
delivered ai) oration, at \.bc couc\\&\ouv^\Nbieh. 
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he threw Into the fea a branch of a plantain tree, 
which he held in his hand during the ceremony. 
This being done, a young Indian aftumed relblu- 
tion to come on board. He declined the accept- 
ance of any prefents till his countrymen came up 
in their canoes ; when, after having held a con- 
ference, and thrown fome palm branches on 
board, others ventured into the fhip. 

No fooner had this motley group got on deck, 
than a goat, difliking their appearance, butted 
again ft the back of one of them with his horns, 
on which the Indian, turning round, and feeing 
the animal ready to renew the attack, plunged 
into the fea, and was inftantly followed by his 
countrymen. Their terror, however, foon fub- 
fiding, they returned $ and being fhewn the 
(heep, hogs and poultry, they intimated that they 
were acquainted with the two latter kind of ani- 
mals. 

The captain, availing himfclf of this informa- 
tion, diftributed fome nails and other trifles 
among them, at the fame time making figns that 
he was in want of hogs, fowls, and fruit ; but 
they could not be made to comprehend him. 
Thefe people were detected in feveral attempts to 
commit theft; and at laft one of them found 
means to jump overboard with one of the officer a 
laced hats, with which he efcaped. 

The interior parts of this ifland abound in 
hills, clothed with forcft trees, and above them 
are high peaks, the fources of feveral large rivers. 
The houfes, at a diftance, had the appearance of 
barns. Towards the fea, the land is lessX, ^xA. 
produces the cocoa-nut, with a variety <& Vrsxto, 
The whole face of the country is p\foo&efap& ^ 
food deicriptioQ. 
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Having proceeded fome way along the fhorc, 
the lhip brought to, and the boats being fent to 
found a bay that promifed good, anchorage, the 
Indians flocked round them in their canoes. The 
captain, apprehenfive that they meditated hofti- 
litics, made a fignal for the boat to return, and 
fired a gun over them ; but though they were 
alarmed at the firft report, they loon recovered 
themfelves, and made an attempt to cut off the 
cutter j but the efcaped by dint of failing. Some 
canoes, on a different itation, obferving this, 
plied up, and wounded fome of the boat's crew 
with (tones. A mulket was now fired, which 
wounded one of the aggreifors in the moulder, 
and frightened the reft into a precipitate retreat. 

The lhip was now preparing to fail, when a 
large canoe making towards her at a great rate, 
it was determined to wait the event of her ar- 
rival. No fooner was ihe come up, than an In- 
dian making an oration, threw a plantain branch 
on board, when the captain immediately returned 
the compliment of peace, and distributed fome 
toys among the crew, with which they retired 
well iatisfied. 

Next morning they found themfelves off a 
peak of land, almoft covered with the natives and 
their houfes. On the 2 lit, the lhip anchored, 
and feveral canoes appeared with fruit, fowls, and 
hop;s, for which they found a ready market, and 
an equivalent to their fatisfa&ion. 

The boats having been lent to found along the 
coait, were followed by feveral large double ca- 
noes, three of which ran at the cutter, and ftaved 
in hei quarter; while the Indians, armed with 
dubs, endeavoured to board her. It was now ne- 
ccflary to Uiew the fuperior'uy oi \X\s ^o^aa. 
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>ns": they fired apd killed one of the natives* 
angeroufly wounded another. 
i boats were now fuffered to keep on fcheir 
while fome of the canoes lauded, and others 
led to the ihip to renew their merchandize, 
joat's crews being engaged in foundings, 
much importuned to land, particularly by 
omen, who gave them the moil indelicate 
Thou fa nds of men, women, and children, 
» time lined the more* 

; canoes itill kept attending on the fliipj 
le people appearing fo numerous and fo art- 
was thought unfafe to permit any of them 
ne on board. Next- day the natives brought 
jre hogs, poultry, and fruit, which they bdr- 
for knives and other articles. At. the fame 
the boats having been fent out to water, 
lure was thrown out to tempt them to hind j 
hen this was found ineffectual to draw them 
their duty, the women, in particular, pelted 
ilors with apples and bananas, and lhewed 
every mark of contempt and debellation. 
i following day, as they were preparing to 
r, and the (hip had ahnolt reached the I'por, 
ddenly ilruck, and her head remained ini- 
ible on a coral rock. In this dangerous litu- 
ihe continued ■ nearly an hour,, when a 
i fpringing up from the ihorey fortunately 
1 her off. . During this period of danger, 
/ere furrounded by an immenfe concourfe of 
itives, but not one, of tbejn attempted to 
on board. • 

; fhip at laft being fafely rnooied, \ta. <r\- 
c rom tbe lhori* renewed thpit \T&«cawte* 
yg the ufual fnpplijes, which \hcy ^c\\w%- 
pwc and cutlery^ but ai they s^^wX x ' 
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hare a ooufiderable foroe, the captain d 
Decenary to load and prime his gunv ai 
other defijnirve meafurei. ^ 

On the evening of the 24th, fome laq 
cameoff with floret, and at the fame tim 
ber of women displayed the faofe ttbidLu 
tures a9 before. Daring this lingular ex 
the large canoes kejfc plying round the in 
fome of the natives played on a kind 
others fung, and the reft blew thei* cone 
mediately one of the canoes advanced, on 
in* of which fat one of the Indians, w^ 
yellow and red feathers in his hands. T 
thers he prefedted to the captain, and wl 
tufti was preparing for him, he put off 
fhip, and tnrew the' branch' of a cocoa-t* 
air/ 

This, it appeared> was the fignal for a 
for inftantly a general fhout was heard, 
canoes advancing in every direction, difc 
volley of ftones againft the Engliih. On 
guns, loaded with fmall ihot, were fired, 
muiketry was directed among the thickc 
enemy, who furrounded the fhip to the 
of two thoufarid. The firearms feemed ; 
difconcert them 5" but quickly recoveri 
fpirits, they renewed the attack. 

Thoufahds* bf the nritrves on fhore v 

feen haftenitfg 1 to the fupport of their 

men ; on which the Cannon were point 

place of embarkation) *nd a temporary \ 

was perceptible among the afiailants, I 

they again rallied, and having hoiffc 

•fireamen, boldly advanced to- tY» ** 

threw fanes of full vwa ^ovmte ^rt 

Mass. xvMcJi wounded *frarv*o£AWfc 



WALLAS V0YAGB. ?9 

while, fome canoes coming under the how, from 
'which no (hot had hitherto been difcharged, a* 
gun was levelled at one of them, which carried n 
perfon who appeared to have fome authority ; and 
his veflel being fplit into two parts, the contcft 
was immediately at an end. The. canoes retreat- 
ed with great precipitation, and the people on 
4hore hid themfelves behind the hills, as if fenfi- 
ble of the dreadful effects of the artillery. , 

The captain .now moored his fhip within a lit- 
tle di fiance of a fine river, in a ftation that had 
been feleded. . Next morning* a reconnoitring 
party returned with the news of excellent water, 
and that not a canoe was to be feen. Soon after 
a lieutenant was feut on fhore, with all the boats 
well armed and manned', who took pofieffion of 
the ifland under the name of King George Ill's 
Ifland*, with the cuftomary folemnities. This 
being done, the king's health was drank in rum, 
mixed with the river water,. by every perfon pre* 
font. 

While the Englifh were engaged in the per- 
formance of this ceremony, two old men were 
feen on the oppoiite fide of the river, who put 
themfelves in a fupplicating pofture, under the 
evident impreffion of fear. On this the Englifh 
made figns to them to crofs the river ; in confe- 
quence of which one fwam over, and crawled up 
to the lieutenant on his hands and knees. The 
officer, by figns, endeavoured to convince him 
that no injury fliould be done to the Indians, un.r 
left they were the aggreflbrs. He then fhewed 

• This Wand, now better known by tta ^tVVaSLVWL^^-^- 
Jtcite, is one of the moft charming fpott \vl Xht -*Kyt\k<> *s& ^ 
been the {bene of- many trjnfa&ions umon* C\iVto^Bl& WVfc 
in, which h* iholi W 0ccaflcn to ^^OU. 

Vol. V. h * 
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forae hatchets, which lie intimated would ben 
dilv exchanged for provifions, . .,. 

Some trifling prefents having, been nude I 
old man, be exprcfled his gratitude by v&y fig 
ficant geftures, and danced round the flag-ftp 
extafy* but when he faw the pendant ihaken4>yt 
windy he flirank back with figns of fear and (\ 
prifei Recovering himfdf^ he returned with fa 
others, bringing two hogs, which they laid doi 
and then began dancing as before. . The old J 
dian afterwards rowed towards the fliip with 
two .hogs, and when he was come along-fide 
her,, he delivered a grave oration, and diftribni 
a number of plantain leaves, one at a time* 5 
ter which he rowed back, declining at that tii 
the acceptance of any preient. . ' 

The noife of drums and other inftruroents w 
heard the following night, and in the morni 
the pendant was miffing*, and the natives had 
tired from the coaft. The ©Id Indian, howei 
came up again to a watering party, and made th 
a preferit of fome fowls and fruits; At th*6 ti 
the captain was confined by indifpolition ; but 
the help of glaffes he watched what was doing 
fhore. In the courfe of his obfervations, he p 
ceived numbers of the natives iecretly drawi 
towards the watering place, while two divifr 
of the canoes were advancing from oppol 
points,. 

As the lieutenant too had obferved the thr 
tened danger, he got his men into the. boats j p 
viou* 'to which He had difpatched the Indian Jti 

* This ceremony appears to Viivt tame forat.TcfenktaM 
thitofthc North Americans > Nffto dote xYk& ^v<*j^ 
*^ny ©fafrclt df wampun** v - ■" "*'- 
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tor to intimate to his countrymen, that the crew 
wanted nothing but water, and to defire they would 
keep at a diftance while it was filling. His per- 
fuafion, however, feemed to have no cffedt, for no 
fooner had the Englifh left the calks, than the In- 
dians feized them, while all the canoes were in 
motion, and the hills lined with women and 
children. 

The canoes having taken in a fupply of ft ones, 
boldly advanced to the fhip 5 but Captain Wallis, 
irritated at their behaviour, and determined to put 
an end to fuch petty, though troublefome hoftili- 
ties, ordered the guns to be tired on the firft party 
that approached in the canoes, and at the fame 
time iome to be pointed to the woods and hills 
where the iilanders were afTembled. The natives 
being now convinced both of the near and diftant 
effects of the Grangers' weapons, tied in all direc- 
tions, aftooiflied and confounded. 

The boats were now fent off again with a 
fhrong guard, and orders were given to deftroy all 
die conoes within their reach. Soon after a fmall 
party of the natives ventured down to the beach, 
and having ftuck up fome branches of trees, again 
retired to the woods. In a iliort fpace they re- 
turned again, bringing with them fome hogs and 
dogs, with their legs tied, and parcels of cloth, 
which they left with iigns for the failors to take 
away. On this a boat was diipatched to take up- 
the hogs, and in lieu of them depofited fome 
hatchets and nails ; but the Indians would not 
meddle with them till the cloth alfo was removed. 

On the 27th, the old Indian ag&v\ twaA^\\\^ 

appearance, and after a forma\ OTa\Ao\\,^rc^^ 

tdthe commanding officer on {hoie,Vko,^*\s 

betioncs tliat had been thrown \>N xkfc *a&N 

Ii 2 «* 
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endeavoured' to make him underftand that the 
Knglifh had a6ted only on the defensive in the • 
late a£t ion. The old man, however, with great j 
opennefs, intimated his opinion that his country- | 
men had been aggrieved. At laft, however, he ! 
luftercd himfelf to be reconciled, (hook hands 
-with the lieutenant, and condefcended to accept 
lbme prefents. It was then hinted that it would 
be prudent for the inlanders to appear only in 
imall parties for the future, with which terms the 
fage being fatisfied, a traffic* mutually advantage* 
ous, was foon re-eftablifhed between them. 

Matters thus accommodated, the fick were lent 
on fhore under the care of the furgeon. This gen- 
tleman having (hot a wild duck, the bird dropped 
on the oppoiite fide of the river, in the prefence 
of feveral Indians, who immediately fled; bat 
foon (lopping, one of them was prevailed on to 
bring the duck over, which he laid at the fur- 
geon's feet, with the moft viflble agitation of 
mind. A fecond (hot killed three ducks; and 
the natives were by this time poflefled with fuch 
an idea of the powers of firearms, that while it 
raifed their aftonilhment, ferved to enfure their 
good behaviour. 

To cut off all occafion for difputes and pil- 
fering, the gunner was appointed to manage the 
traffic with the Indians, and the good effe6b 
of this regulation were foon perceptible. The 
natives, indeed, fometimes found means to carry 
off various articles, but the fight of a gun was 
generally fufficient to obtain restitution. fiefides* 
the old Jfldian rendered himfelf extremely fer- 
vicenble, in checking the depte&a\\ows ©£ V\s coras^ 
trymcn, or in recovering. what vaaM." Kyv\w&y- 
*b, one day, having ftolen a hatctat> tixt, otteaAw 
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was taken and delivered up to the gunner ; but 
though he had been guilty of other thefts, the 
captain, after keeping him in fufpenfe, dilcharg* 
cd him unpunifhed, which lenity leenied highly 
grateful to his countrymen. Nor was the offen- 
der himfelf wanting in gratitude, for next day 
he brought a roaited hog and fome bread-fruit a« 
a prefent to the gunner. 

Several of the principal officers being at this 
time much indifpoied, the command devolved on 
the fecond lieutenant, who difcharged his duty 
with zeal and fidelity ; and by the friendly, inter- 
courfe eftablifhed -with the natives, they had now 
iuch copious fupplies of vegetables and frefh pork, 
that, in a fortnight, almofl every man was reilored 
to perfect health. 

After various unimportant tranfa&ions, on the 
3d of July, the ihip's bottom was examined, 
when it was found to be in the bell condition 
pofiible, confidering the length of the voyage. 
This day they caught a mark, which proved an 
acceptable prefent to the natives. 

The old Indian, who had been abfent fome 
days on a progrefs into the interior, in quell of 
provifions, returned on the 5th, and brought with 
him a roafted hog, as a prefent for the captain, 
who remunerated him with a looking glafs, and 
ibrue other articles. His return was loon follow*- 
cd by fome of the natives, who had never viiited 
the market before ; and of them, hogs, of a fupe- 
rior quality to any hitherto feen, were readily 
purchafed. 

• The common failors being now nctj Vtt&!vc&&\», 
with the natives, and findmg fo&\ few^ ^ 
they wanted, were moil rea&Wy puaMA tat «& 
ncamc tempted to make free va\k Nkota oi 

Ha 



{hip, to gratify their dulcineas. Nor was th 
in confrquence of the licentious marine 
which they indulged, they became fo imps 
of controul, that it was found neceflary to 
the articles of war, to awe them into obedic 
■ The captain's health being now reftore 
went in his boat to iurvey the ifland, whi 
found every where delightful, and extremely 
lous. On the 8th, they were vifited by ion 
tives of a fuperior rank to any they had hi 
feen, before whom the captain having placcc 
gold, filver, and copper coins, and two large 
intimating that they might take their o 
they eagerly feized the nails and a few ne\i 
pence j but left the other articles untouchc 
Indeed, lb much attached were thefe pec 
nails, that they now refufed to fupply the n 
for any other medium of exchange. Th< 
tain therefore ordered the ihip to be feai 
when it was found that almoft all the han 
nails were ftolen, befides great numbers th; 
been drawn from different places j on whic 
ry man was ordered before the commandei 
informed, that no perfon mould be iuffered 
on more, till the thieves were discovered, 
threats, however, proved ineffectual at that 
In a few days the gunner conducted on 
a lady of agreeable features and portly 
whole age fcemed to be upwards of forty, 
lady, who had only recently arrived in that 
ter of the ifiand, having been obferved to ] 
great authority, was preirnted by the g 
with fame toys; on which i\\e umted him 
Jioufe, where he was hof\Ata\Ay etvVewwvf 
v//iting the Dolphin, her \v\io\e \>tW\o>a 
*d her rank, and underOandu^. Stevw 
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ed by the captain with a looking glafs, fome 
trinkets, and a hand tome blue mantle, which he 
tied round her with ribbons. 

On intimating her with that the captain would 
vifit her on fhore, he con fen ted ; and accordingly 
fet out next day, when ihe met him on the 
beach with a numerous retinue, fome of whom 
flic directed to carry Captain Wallis, who was ill, 
acrofs the river, and from thence to her habita- 
tion. As they approached this, many perfnns of 
both fexes advanced to meet her, to whom ihe 
preientcd the captain, and they all killed his 
hand. 

The palace of the queen, as (he appeared to be, 
was three hundred and twenty feet long, and for- 
ty broad. The roof was covered with palm 
leaves, and fupported on three rows of pillars. 
The captain, lieutenant, and purfer being lea ted, 
the queen a i lifted fome of her female attendants 
to pull off the gentlemen's coats, ihoes, and (lock- 
ings, a fervice which they very awkwardly per- 
formed; The furgeon being heated with walk- 
ing, having pulled off his wig, one of the Indians 
fcreamed out, and the eyes of the whole compa- 
ny were inftantly fixed on a fight as unufual as 
furprifing to them. 

The queen now ordered fome bales of cloth to 
be introduced, which were deftined for the drefs 
of the captain and his attendants. On taking 
leave, the captain walked arm in arm with her, 
and when they came to any wet or dirty place, 
ftie took him in her arms like a child, and lifted 
him avers When ihe had attetuted \\vcv\ to vV«. 
beach, /he made him a prtfent of a ton \Jy^h*>&& 
fvung, and returned to her j>aVa«. 
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Next day the gunner, being lent to wait npoft 
Oberea, for that was the name of the queen* 
found her bufied in entertaining fome hunditdi 
of Indians, who were lea ted round her. The gun- 
ner having pre Ten ted Tome bill-hooks, hatcheti, 
and other articles to her niajefty in the captaitfi 
name, was entertained with a niefs, which he tup- 
poled con lifted of fowls and apples, cut fmall 
and mixed with fait water, which were fount 
very palatable *. The queen herfelf was feato 
fomewhat above the reft of the company, and fb 
by two female attendants. 

She received the captain's prefents with an at 
of great fa tisf action, and the fupply of provifton 
was now greater than ever j but the prices wer 
raifed which arofe, chiefly from the promifcuon 
intercourfc between the failors and the' native* 
on which account fome reftri&ions were impoi 
cd on them. 

Soon after this, the gunner being on (hore, dii 
covered a woman on the op polite bank of the ri 
ver weeping in the molt piteous manner. Perceii 
ing that lhe was noticed, me lent a youth ovc 
to him, who having made a long oration, laid 
branch of plantain at his feet, after which hen 
turned to fetch the woman, and alio brought tw 
hogs with him. The youth again addrefled th 
gunner, who in the end underftood that the hui 
band and three fons of this poor womaa ha 
been killed in the lkirmilh between the m 
tives and the Englilh. After flie .had told h< 
tale of woe, ihe fell fpeechlefs on the groun< 

* Jt is flange tint none of our epicures have tried 
CQmpolition. With fiuce a little more piauunC than fid' 
t?r f it might faw I'm a knt diiH at Waft, 
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QThff gtihner endeavoured to conlble her, and at 
laft flie became a little calmer, but would not ac- 
cept any thing in return for her prefcnt of hogs. 

A party, who had traverfed the coafts of the 
ifland, returned with an ample fupply of proyifi- 
ons. They faw no quadrupeds, fave dogs and hogs y 
and reported, that the natives ate all their meat 
either roafted or baked, as they had no veflcls in 
which it could be boiled ; nor did they feem toen- 
tertain any idea that it could be heated by lire, fo 
as to. anfwer any ufeful purpofe. One morning, 
as the queen was. at breakfast, an Indian who at- 
tended her, obicrving the Engliih turn the rock 
of an urn, he imitated the a&ion, when ibme of 
the fcalding water falling on his hand, he jumped 
about the cabin in pain and furprife, to the viii- 
ble terror of his companions. 

Several prcfents were fuccefli vely fent by Obe- 
rea, and they began to have a pretty good ftock. 
About this time an order was. made, that none of 
the fail or s mould goon more without permiflionj 
ami one of them was fentenced to run the gaunt- 
let thrice round the deck, while the crew whip- 
ped him with nettles, as a puniihment for his 
having been difcovered in drawing fome nails 
from the fhip, to beftow among his favourites. 
■ The captain was again v in* ted by the queen, 
who was invited, with fome of the officers, to 
attend her home. She tied wreaths of plaited 
flowers round their hats; and on the captain's me 
put a tuft of feathers, by way of diftin&ion. The 
commander having intimated that he ihould km e 
the ifland in feven days, fhe made figns for him 
to day twenty ; but when ft\e. iowwl \\\\* ws$a*&. 
tould not be granted, flic buift. \uVo \rb». 
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The veffel was now fo well ftored with 
and poultry, that the decks were covered 
them ; and as the men chiefly fubfifted on i 
tables, they were killed fatter than neceffary 
boar and a fow, of the Otahcitean breed, 
brought over, and p relented to Mr. Stephen 
cretary of the admiralty j the latter of which 
in farrowing. 

The captain intent on his departure, made 
liberal preients to the old Indian who had be 
the molt elTenrial fervice to them, and among 
articles, he gave the queen a cat in kitten, 
turkies, gecie, and hens. Peas and other J 
pcan garden feeds and fruits werefown here 
they appeared to make fuch progrefs, that i 
not. doubted they would foon arrive at perfe< 

Ou the 25th a party was lent on fhore t 
cotinoitre the country, and a tent was ere&€ 
the purpofe of obferving an eclipfe of the 
When the obfervation was ended, the ca 
took his telefcope to the queen, who, lo< 
through it, exprelfed great furprife to fee fc 
objects familiar to her, and not virible'b] 
naked eye, brought within thecompafs of v 
She was after invited to dine on board, ^ 
large retinue. 

A party, who had obtained leave to examir 
ifland, reported that, on their rirft landing, 
took the old Indian guide with them, and 
cecded up the bank of the river, till the gi 
riling almoft perpendicular, they were all ob 
to walk on one tide. On the borders of the 
ley, through which the river flowed, the foi 
black and rich ; and here they faw feveral h 
with walled gardens, and plenty of poultry 
hogs. In many places channels wexc cxjx, Xj 
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duft the water from the hills to the plantations. 
The bread-fruit and apple-trees were planted in 
rows upon the hills, and the cocoa-nut grew upuo 
the level ground. / 

When they had walked about four miles, along 
the meandering courfe of the river, they fat down 
to refrefh themfelves under an apple tree. Here 
they were alarmed by a loud ihont from a number 
of the natives ; on which they betook themfelves 
to their arms, but their guide ordered them to fit 
ftill. He fingly approached his countrymen, 
when they withdrew in hlencc; but foon return- 
ed with refrefhments, for which they had a fuit- 
mble recompence. 

The-Englith again proceeded, looking for me- 
tals and ores, but found nothing of that kind 
worth notice. The Indian being fatigued, ex- 
prefted his defire to return ; but gave directions 
to fome of his countrymen, to clear the way for 
them over a mountain. This they performed 
with much alacrity, laying the cut branches of 
the trees, in a very ceremonious marner, at the 
feet of thefailorsj after which they painted them- 
felves red with the berries of -one tree, and Itaincd 
their garments yellow with -the bark of another. 
By the friendly alii dance of thele guides, they 
afcended the mountains with fome dirhculty, and 
again refreshed themfelves on the fummitj when 
they obferved other ridges, termi naming their 
tiew towards the interior, whole fuperior alti- 
tttude made their p relent Situation appear as if in 
• valley. 

Towards the fca, however, their \>*ofys&. ^wa& 
mexprctiiblv beautiful; the fto\»w vA \\\fc \v&& 
being covered with tr^es, a\ & lbs n^\^^^ 
rra£s, while the whole country N*fc* ucl*m$V^ 



with villages. They faw but few bon&f < 
mountains above them; bat as the fmoki 
obferved in many places, it was conje&niw 
the higheft were inhabited. Many fprinrs 
ed from the fides of the mountains, which i 
to fertilize them. The foil, even in the high 
was rich, apd the iugai>cane grew wild* m 
wife did turmeric and ginger. 

They now defcended towards the Aip, 
fionally deviating from the direct, way, tei 
by the pleafant fituation of feveral houfes, tl 
habitants of which fhewed them the gre*6 
tentidn. 

The lieutenant, who was of the party, pi 
the (tones of cherries, peaches, and plasm 
fowed fame garden feeds. In the afternobt 
refted on a delightful fpot, where the n 
.dreffed two hogs and feveral fowls for their 
taininent. Having rewarded their gnidi 
their diligence and care, they returned '1 
fliip. 

On the 26th, the captain received anothe 

from the queen, who did not come empty h? 

A greater number of the natives now line 

fhores, than they had ever feen before, a 

whom were fome perlbns of confequence. 

The queen ftrongly folicited Captain Wal 

prolong his ftayj but when fhe was informe 

he muft fail the very next day, the burft 

flood of tears j alking when he would come • 

and on hearing that the boat waited to c 

her on fhore, fhe went over the fhip's fide, 

marks of the fincereft grief. 

It {hovdd be obferved, that l\\e o\^\^ 

ppomifed that his fon ihou\d aiocom^wj \ 

WmIHm; but when the nwtaexa aaro^o^ 
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was not to be found j and it is probable, that pa- 
ternal affe&ion overcame his resolution of parting 
with him. 

Two boats being fent off early next morning, 
to take in fome water, the officer, alarmed at the 
concourfe of the natives, was preparing to return, 
on which Oberea came forward, and ordering the 
Indians to withdraw, made figns for the boats to 
land. While they were filling the water, fhe 
threw fome prefents into the boat, and earneftly 
defired once more to be taken on board j but when 
ihe found the officer would not receive her, ihe 
ordered her own canoe to be manned, and was 
followed by many others. After remaining an 
hour on board, weeping and lamenting, the Eng- 
lHh taking advantage of a frefli breeze, got under 
fail. She then tenderly embraced the captain 
and officers, and left the fliip ; but as the wind 
foon fell, the queen once more was rowed up in her 
canoe, and coming up under the bow of the fhip, 
renewed her lamentations. The captain made 
her fome-parting prefents, both for life and orna- 
ment, all which fhe received in mournful filence. 
The breeze again fpringing up, a laft and final 
adieu now paifed, accompanied with mutual 
tears. 

The place where the fhip lay at anchor, wag 
called Port Royal Harbour, and is (ituated in 17 
deg. 30 min. fouth latitude, and 150 deg. weft 
longitude. 

Capt.Wallis remarked, that the men of Otaheitc 
were in general from five feet feven to five feet 
ten inches in height j while the \xfot\fo&ta&&.<& 
the women, was three inches (hotter •, \>n&- \^s* 
fymmetry of their form waa tte tooft. Wtfefe> **| 
Vol, Y. h * • \ 



the features of many would ha v frjr aul ori 
among beauties of the firft clalk The 
plexion of the males employed oti the wifi 
a' reddifh tinge ; -btit the natural colour 
agreeable tawny. The colour of the hau 
trary to -that of the continental inhabit 
Afia, Africa, add America, which- is almc 
verfally black, is here di verified like that 
Europeans ; and many of the children have 
locks. . When loofe, it has a natural ftronj 
but tliey are accuftomed to tie it in two be 
one on each fide of the head, or in a fingle 
the middle.* -They anoint their heads witfc 
oil, mixed with a fragrant fmelling root. 

Two pieces of cloth, in fbme refpecV 
Ming China paper* form their apparel : in 
them a hole is made for the head to pais th 
and. this .depends to the middle- of the leg. 
'whole is wrapped round the body, and f 
drapery not inelegant. Their cloth is made 
bark of a tree. 

One of the queen's attendants, who tool 

pleafure in imitating the Ehgliih, was pre 

with -a lieutenant's uniform,, in which d 

looked very well. The officers, who were 

rally carried on thore, becaufe it was fhoal 

gave occasion to this man to imitate them i 

refpefl: tooj- and that he might be quite 

fail) ion, he attempted to ufe a knife and for 

at -firft he afforded them much diversion 

fcwkwardnefs, as hi> hand was frequently < 

to: his. mouth, while the fork retained the 

that he intended to fwallow. 

•The 0*9fceiteans eat dogs.^ftv, \w o 

%vitb bogs, poultry, and ftfh. IVvey tv\s2 

4>X rubbing two fticlui tos^Viet> \ttl« 
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ion ignites them*. The method of drefling 
* food, by roaiiing, Captain Wallis found per- 
y agreeable to his palate, and even thought it 
arable to any he had ever known before. The 
fauces they ufed, were fait water and fruit $ 
they had no other knives but fuch as were 
e of ihells. Their only liquor is water. 
he Engliih concluded, from the fears which 
perceived on their bodies, that they were 
ignorant of wars $ and it appeared that they 
fome knowledge of practical furgery. One 
le failors having run a i pi inter into his foot, 
meifmate tried in vain to extract it with his 
tnife, which one of the Indians obierving, 
icd an inftrument out of a ihell with his teeth, 
t which he prefently drew it out; and fome 
of the apple-tree being applied to the wound, 
as healed in two days. 

aptain Wallis dilcovered no traces of religious 
(hip among thefe people 5 but he faw feveral 
s on the ifland, on the outfide of which were 
\ fixed in the ground, whereon were the 
jes of human creatures, as well as of dogs and 
i. The area was inclofed and covered with 
flones, and whenever the natives entered 
1, they exhibited the appearance of forrow; 
1 whence it was fuppofed, that thefe were the 
es of fepulture of their anceftors. 
he Dolphin failed from Otahcite on the 27th 
uly, and patted by the Duke of York's Ifland, 
aext day dilcovered land, which they named Sir 
rles Saunders' liland. They faw but few in- 

Ve have given only a brief account 0$ C^tatat ^ 'g&vt* 
cs on the manners of this people, a* tVvt^ tswft. ^ ***»&** 
Vbfcyuent voyage of Captain Coo\u 
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habitants, Cocoa-nut and other trees Jmcd tb© 
ibores. 

They made kind again on the 30th, to which 
they gave the appellation of Lord Howe's IfLmd j 
and afterwards approaching forne dangerous 
fhoals, they named them the Scilly iil^nds, from 
the refomblancc • they bore to that rocky appen- 
dage to Britain. 

Steering well ward, they came In fight of two 
other i Hands, which they diiUngnilhed by the 
names of EeppeT* and Bofcawens Iltands* On 
the former they defcried feveral inhabitants, hut 
Peered towards the latter, a* its appearance was 
ruorepramfing ; but fomc breakers, at a con fid er- 
able dill a nee from tlie ihore, prevented them from 
landing there. The boat, however, was lent oft* 
and returned with cocoas and other fruits. The 
officer who landed, obferved that the inhabitants 
iomewhat refembled thofe of Gtahcite, Some of 
them ventured into the bout, tyit icon jumped 
out, and fwam back again. Thefe inlanders were 
drafted in a fort of matting, and were remarkable 
for having the joints of their little fingers cut off. 
. Finding no convenient watering place here, 
and the ihip having received fuch damages as 
rendered her unfit for a itormy-itavigation, they 
refolved to fleer for Tininn, and from thence to 
Batavia, in their route to Europe. 
•/ Land again faluted their view on the l6th of 
Auguft, to which, in honour of their commander, 
the officers gave the name of Wallis Ifland. The 
coaft. is very rocky, and. the trees, grow down al- 
moft to meet the tide. The natives had no cover- 
ing' but a fort of mat *o\m& Xhdt vjavft, atvd they 
wore all armed with dobs. TWte fo*^* **.- 
tempted to fieahtke cutter, bv \\avxY\tv^ V« o^Vbfc 
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rocks; but a gun being fired clofe to the face of 
one of them, they deiifted from the enterprife, 
and fled in precipitation. Though no fort of 
metal was ieen in any of thefe new-difcovered 
iflands, yet, as foon the natives were compliment- 
ed with a piece of iron, they immediately fet 
about lharpening it, which they never did with 
brafs or copper. Was this inliinct, or did it pro- 
ceed from an intuitive knowledge of the qualities 
of metals? 

From hence they direfted their courfe to the 
northeweft; and on the 28th were attended by a 
number of birds. Having caught one of them, 
.it was obferved to be web-footed ; but in every 
other refpedk refembled a dove. On the 3d of 
September they djfepveredland, which they imar 
gined belonged to the pilcadores, Same day an In*- 
dian proa approached the vejfel, but did not come 
within hailing. Ou the 16th they made the iiland 
pf Saypan, and next day anchored atTjnian. 

The boats were now fent on ihore, and foon 
returned, laden with cocoa-nuts, oranges, and 
lime*, when tents were erected on fhore for the 
reception of the lick 5 among whom, were the 
captain and rirllJieutepant. 

A hunting party fcon fet out, which prefently 
caught a bull of great magnitude, and found 
bread-fruit ip great plenty. Thefe hunting ex r 
pedkions, however, were rendered fp fatiguing 
by traverfing the thickets, that one party was 
obliged to relieve another. Meanwhile, the fecond 
lieutenant being ftationed with a party, \n the 
northern quarter pf the. i(land, "where, it \va* 
fudged, cattle was nioft plentviuV, ^ \m\.^fc 
Wy fmt Qiit to hxivz off t\\e fpott*, TfcW^ 5 

■ I a " "* " ** 
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ihort time, they fupplied themfelves with plenty 
of fuch ftores as the illand afforded. 

The lick being pretty well recovered, they left 
Tinian on the 15th of October, and fleered weft- 
ward. On the 23d they encountered a violent 
ftorm, in which the fhip made an nnufual quan- 
tity of water. This was attended by thunder, 
lightning, and rain, and fuch a violent fea, as 
iwept the decks of many heavy articles. For 
four days its fury did not abate 5 but at laft the fua 
appeared, and the weather became moderate. 
During this dorm they loft a man, who, it was | 
fuppnfed, tumbled overboard in liquor. 

On the 3d of November they difcovered three 
i [lands, to which they gave the feveral names of 
of Sandy Ifland, Small Key, and Long Illand; 
and next day they faw another, which they called 
New Ifland. All thefe lay in the 10th degree of 
■ibuth latitude, and in 247 deg. weft longitude. 
On the 8th, the inferior officers and men were 
called on to deliver up the log, and the journals 
of the voyage. On the 16th they crofted the 
equinoctial line, and came again into fouth lati- 
tude. 

Next day, they faw Pulo Tote* and Pulo Welle, 

and foon after had fight of feven other i (lands. 

The following night was extremely tempeftuous, 

and lb dark, that the flafhes of lightning alone 

gave them a momentary light. One of thefe 

flafhes, however, providentially afforded them the 

view of a large fail, which was almoft aboard them 

before (he was difcovered 5 but as the ftorm wa§ 

too loud topermit them to hail each ot her, they paiT- 

ed in mutual ignorance of country axv& fafitao&afe. 

This whs the firft fhip t\\ey \\ad fcca %sm» ^» 

feparation from the Swallow, ^^«^ 
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ancee of danger, the tight could not fail to 
»re alarming than grateful. 
ct morning, they d Hoovered Pulo Taya, 
: they anchored towards the clofe of day, 
fter ibme impediments from currents, by 
i they loft weigh and anchor, they direct- 
or courfe for Sumatra. 
ly loon made this coaft ; and without any 
occurrence, anchored in the road of Batavia 
e 3d of November. Here the captain la- 
the. Dutch governor, which compliment 
^turned with an additional gun j and hav- 
btained permiiiion to pur chafe proviiions, 
:uftomary, they foon procured an adequate 
r. 

this time, however, it was thought proper 
eaten with punifliment fuch as lhould brin£ 
on board ; and none were permitted to 
the fliip, except on the calls of duty, to pre- 
the noxious effects that might arile from 
imoderate ufe of fiatavra arrack. 
:e they found the Falmouth man of war, 
in a molt mattered condition. The war- 
)fiicers of this diftreifed fliip forwarded a 
m to Captain Wallis, in which they let 
" that the Dutch had caufed their powder 
thrown into the fea 5 that their gunner was 
that their misfortunes had deprived the 
vain of his fenfes, who now lay in the 
1 hofpital ; that their (lores were quite fpoil- 
nd their carpenter at the point of death." 
is fituated, they requested that the captain 
I give them a paiTage to En^liUid*, ot» At 
dimifs them from the ftrip. ^viV vWj w* 
for anfwer, which a Hem fctvfe ot \nxv 
f that neither ©f thefe xecyofito co>A^ N 
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complied with j for, as they had taken charge of 
. flores, they miift wait for orders from England. 
Jn thdr reply to this, they obferved, " that 
they had Got received a tingle order fmce they 
had been left in Eatavia Road \ that they had ten 
year* pgy due ; and that they would fooner mb- 
mit to any fate, than remain in that wretched 
condition ; that they were never permitted to 
fleep on inure-, and when lick, no one had the 
humanity to attend them j that the Malays fre* 
quently robbed themj and that they expected 
nothing but destruction from tbofe people, who 
had already carried their enmity to the tnoft in* 
tolerable pitch/' Notwuli (tan ding theie repie- 
fentations, all the alleviation they could obtain 
from Captain Walliswas, a promife of making 
their hard cafe known in England, On this ap- 
parently unfeeling conduct we cannot forbear 
t>bferving> c f that as an officer he might do rightf 
but as a man he did wrong. 1 ' 

The Dolphin being in want of fome Stores^ 
Captain Wallis went on (hore with a defign of 
procuring them j but the Dutch were fo exorbi- 
tant in their demands, that he did not think it 
prudent to comply with them, and accordingly 
determined to depart, which he did on the 8th of 
December, without loiing a Single man in this 
mortal climate, and having only two iick ? This 
may be afcribed to the restraints wifely laid on 
them in regard to liquors 5 but though they 
efcaped immediate danger, they were foon yifited 
by the flux, which proved a great affli&ioq. 
They came to an anchor off Prmce's Iilatid, on 
the 14th, where they took it\ >*m©& axA^ttet, 
*nd purchafed refreshment*, He*c vWj Wtt&* 
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were foon vifited by a putrid fever, which ren- 
dered it dangerous to attend the lick. 

At this time the ftiip was very leaky ; never- 
thclefs, they proceeded on their voyage till the 
10th of January, when the* ficknefs began to 
abate. On the 2.4th, they were attacked by a 
violent ftorm, which rent their fails, and did 
then} other ferious damage. Weathering it, they 
were cheered with the fight of land on the 30th, 
and on the 4th of February they anchored in 
Table Bay. 

• The captain having faluted the governor of the 
Cape,fre(h meat and vegetables were fpeedily pro- 
cured to the great refreshment of the tick. Orders 
were likewise given to procure lodgings for them 
on fhore ; but the rate demanded for them was 
fo extravagant, and at the fame time the fmall- 
pox was making fuch ravages, that the captain, 
with the governor's per million, erected tents on a. 
plain about two miles from the town, for the re- 
ception of the difeafed. 

Strict orders were given that no fpirituous li- 
quors mould be carried to the tents ; but extra 
proviiions, and other proper comforts were pro- 
vided for the lick ; between whom and the town 
all communication was cut orr*. Meanwhile, all 
thofe who were capable of labour were employed 
in the repairs of the (hip, which were nearly com- 
pleted by the 10th of February. 

The orders hitherto given out, were now fome- 
what relaxed, and fuch as were fufficiently re- 
covered, were permitted to vifit the town, and 
fo make fliort excurfions up the country, for the 
better renovation of their health. As to the cap- 
tain, he Hill remained indifpofe&,^Ax^\^^^ 
country houlb ibroe miles from ti&fc $mh». V^» 
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thofe neceflaries, fo dear at Batavia> were pur- 
chafed on reafonable terms - 7 and frefh water was 
procured by diftillation, to convince ihe captains 
at' the Indiamcn> then lying in the bay, of the 
practicability of obtaining wholefome water at 
fea. But from the experiments made on board 
the Dolphin, the procefs appears too complex 
and expenfive to obtain water in any confiderable 
quantity ^ and this expedient mould never be 
truiled to, when it is poflible to obtain other fup- 
plics, 

AH hands being muttered on board, and only 
three found incapable of duty, on the.3d of March 
they fet fail, and in fourteen days reached St. 
Helena. The captain going on there was faluted 
from the fort, and invited to take up bis residence 
there as long as he chofe to remain on the ifland \ 
fcut having taken in forae immediate iupplies, 
the wind proving favourable next day, he weigh- 
ed and departed. , . - 

They crofted the equinoctial on the 28th, and 
on the 11th of May faw the Savage floop of war 
in chace of a veffel, which Captain Wallis aihfted 
to capture, and found her laden with tea and 
brandy. He now held on his courfe for England, 
and, on the 20th of May J 768, ca(t anchor in the 
Downs, having thus accompli flied the circumna- 
vigation of the globe, and added feveral import* 
£nt illands to its formerly known domains, 
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VOYAGE OF 

CAPTAIN CARTERET, 

IN THE SWALLOW SLOOP, 
ROUND THE WORLD. 



THE reparation of the Swallow from the Dol- 
phin, commanded by Captain Wallis, has 
already been mentioned. Perhaps it was fortu- 
nate that they did not fail together \ as by pur- 
fuing different tracks, they had more fcope for 
difcovery; and opportunity for obfervation. 

Captain Carteret had failed with Commodore 
Byron, and confequently was not unacquainted 
with the nature of the voyage in which he was 
now to a& as a principal. Nothing remarkable 
attended the Swallow till the 11th of April, the 
day of feparation from her confort, when lying 
under land; near the mouth of the Straights of 
Magellan, me loft the benefit of that gale which 
wafted the Dolphin into the South Seas, and thus 
they were finally parted. 

Soon after, the Swallow experie^ed a violent 
tempeft, during which they were in danger of 
being darned on more. A boat being fent out in 
quell of an anchoring place, thfc darknefs of the 
following night was fuch, that tYiey ^fcra <$&v^& 
to hoiti. light* and fire ha\f Yiout %prc&Ao «fc*^ 
her to keep in company. IK^tA moTttCMS> ^os 
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boat's crew fncceeded in finding a cotnmodunri 

bay, in which the Swallow came to an anchor. 

The velfel being fecured, and the captain retir- 
ed to reit, he was almoft immediately difturbed - 
by a hurry and clamour on deck, which he foon 
understood originated from a fuppofition that 
they faw the Dolphin. But this appearance arif- 
ing only from water forced up and whirled iu the 
air by a guft of wind, foon van i (lied j and the 
moil fanguine now loft all hopes of feeing their 
con fort again. 

In a few days Captain Carteret proceeded, 
with a determination to accomplifh the voyage 
which he had undertaken ;' but it was an uncom- 
fortable reflection, that the cloth, linen, cutlery 
wares, and toys, we're all on board the Dolphin, 
ib that he had no articles fit for the Indian com- 
merce. . 

Soon after they left the bay, the wind fudden- 
]y (Lifting, rofe to a ftorm that had almoft fent 
them to the bottom. They could neither ven- 
ture,, however, to take in any fails, for fear of 
being carried towards fome rocky iflands by the 
currents, nor could they return to the Straight! 
without the danger of a lec-fhore, which, in fpitc 
of their efforts, they were rapidly approaching. 
In this dilemma, they ftaved the greateft part of 
the water catks, and by carrying a prefs of fail', 
they were, fortunate enough to efcape mipwrecjt, 
and to get into the open fea. 

They now itcered along the coaft of Chili > but 
as their ltock of water had been too much reduc- 
ed for a voyage of the purpofed length, the cap- 
tain refolved to touch at Juan Fernandez, or at 
S.lalfafuero, to taker in an adequate fupply. The 
Mind, however, continued couvraxy ioi forc&dopt 
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attended with thunder, lightning, and hail, which 
increafed the horrors of the temped ; and on the 
lft of May, a prodigious fea laid the whole ihip, 
for fome fpace, under water 5 while, at the fame 
time, it blew a hurricane, and the rain defcended 
in torrents. 

The (hip righting herfelf, and efcaping fome 
other dangerous waves, the weather began to 
grow more moderate ; and in fome degree thejr 
repaired the damage they had fuftained. On the 
10th of May they law Juan Fernandez, and failed 
round to Cumberland Bay, on the eaft fide of it. 
And now, to their aftonifhment, they found that 
the Spaniards had fortified the ifland, and that 
their colours were flying on a fort,. As the Swal- 
low was attempting to work into Cumberland 
Bay, one of the Spaniih boats came off ; but find- 
ing the ftranger was kept at a diftance by the 
wind, (he cealed to purfue. The Swallow, having 
only Englilh colours on board, did not hoi ft any, 
nor did they think it prudent to make any farther 
attempts to land. 

Heartily chagrined at this difappointment, they 
fleered for Maffafuero, where they arrived on the 
12th -, but the beach was fo rocky, and the furf 
ran fo high, that it was difficult for the ableft 
fwimmers to force their way through the breaches. 
Next morning, however, the boats landed, and 
brought off fome calks full of water; but from the 
difficulty and the danger attending this fervice, 
fome days were fpent in laying in a very moderate 
ftock. When the cutter returned on the 17th, 
the lieutenant brought information that iuch tor- 
rents of rain had deluged the land, %& to carc^ oft? 
feveral of the water calks,, and t\\at lV» \s»cl/«V&&. 
great diBicalty, fayed thecufelve* ft<wfc Wtv^ 
Vox,. V. ■ j^ * Sb>wk 
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Several rivulets having been formed by the 
rain that had fallen, the lieutenant propofedtogo 
and rill the remaining calks ; but he. had not 
long left the (hip, befoie there were all the figns 
of an approaching ftorm. So violently did it 
thr.ndcr and lighten, and the darknefs increaftdto 
inch a degree, that the. captain began to be un- 
der the moft painful appreheniions for the fafety 
of the cutter. However,- (he providentially arriv- 
ed ji It in time to' lave her from a fquall, that,iB 
all human probability, would have lent her to the 
bottom. Unfortunately, three of the tailors were 
obliged to be left on the Miami, n a Keel as they 
fw;:ni on lhore, and expofed to all the fury of 
the temped, who, during the night, fuffered as 
many hardllrips as it was poflible for human na- 
ture to fupport. l>y relblutron, however, they 
furmounted all difficulties, and arrived in fafety 
at the watering place, where their brother failors 
cheerfully ihared with them their clothes and 
prnvifions. After proper relt, they appeared to 
be perfectly recovered, and obtained much credit 
from their enterp'rifing fpirit. 

1 lore they caught plenty of flih with much fa- 
cility, which was an acceptable relief. On the 
20th, the Ihip, which had been Handing off and 
on for fome time, came to aw anchor again. That 
in;yh» and the fueeeeding day they had very un- 
favourable weather. When it grew a little calm, 
the i'-nmen landed to kill feals, to obtain oil from 
their fat for the life of the lamps. On the 22d, 
t!v bo::t* returned with a number of pintado 
birds, which they got from the natives y who in- 
formed them, that during the late high wind, 
thefe birds flew in tail llocks into their lires, and 
wcrr entity caught. 
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. Having employed every interval of fine wear 
ther in -watering, with as much fuecefs as the 
fhort duration of calms would permit, the captain 
was now impatient to be gone; Accordingly, 
on the 25th, orders were iilued for all thole on 
ihore to repair on board with .all polfible expedi- 
tion. . At that time the (hip was driven from her 
moorings, and was dragging her anchors. While 
they were waiting for the boats under, bare poles, 
the wind role with fuch violence, as. to lift the 
waves above the maft's head. This evening the 
long-boaft and ten men were taken on board -, but 
thercutter, with the lieutenant and eighteen more, 
ftill remained on ihore. Next morning, the Jhip 
flood in for land, but was fome hours, before (lie 
discovered the cutter, whofe crew had. made fe- 
deral ineffectual attempts to get off the preceding 
night; but fheir bark filling with water, they 
were glad to get her again on lhpre-. Miffing the 
fhip next morning, they fuppofed the had failed 
without them ; and thought of nothing but of 
being obliged to wait till the return of l'nmmcr, 
and to attempt a paflage for ,Juan. Fernandez. 

The inland of Maffafuero, on- the coafl: of which 
th^y were in fuch. danger, is about twenty-two 
miles in circumference, of a triangular form, 
and at fome diftance appears like an immenle 
pock. It has feveral good anchoring places, and 
abounds in goats, a variety of birds, and fome 
u l?f u] vegetables. The feas are replenished with 
cod, halibut, and crawfifh. 
• Having quitted this coaft, the captain failed 
northward, with a view of falling in with the 
trade wind. After proceeding farther in this di- 
rc&ion than he intended, he featoVsk tet ^ 
Mauds of St. Felix and St. A.rrioiofe, *xu^ksx\^ 
K 2 ^ N 
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Davis Land; but all without fuccefs. In< 
as to the latter, he concluded it to be vifiona 

Thus they continued wandering over the o 
till the 17th of June, when the weather bee 
dark and cold, with fleet, rain, and burfl 
thunder. In the midft of this gloom, which 
fcarcery ever cheered by fun-fbine, the fpo 
winds and waves, they were obliged to can 
much fail as poffible, left they fhould perilh 
famine, before they could reach a port where 
might be fupplied with provifions. 

At length, on the 2d of July, they faw a i 
verdant ifland, down the fide of which n 
ftream of ftefb water, to which they gave 
name of Ktcatrn's Ifland. 

Soon- after, the crew began to be vifited bj 
Jfcurvyj but they were well fupplied with vi 
that fell from the clouds. On the 4th, they 
covered Qfnaburgh Ifland 5 and on the 12th 
two other illands, where they found the bin 
tame, that the failors caught them in their ha 
Thefe were called the Duke of Glouceften 
lands : they neither furniflied water nor ul 
vegetables, and, of courfe, were uninhabited. 
• For nearly three weeks, from this time, 
were perplexed with alternate ftorms and ca 
They were now, by. computation, five thou 
four hundred miles from the continent of A 
rica, and reafonably deipaired of finding any 
fiderable track of land in that direction. 

The fcurvy daily increafing its ravages, and 

fhip being in a fhattered condition, the cap 

fleered northwards, in hopes of gaining the 

vantage of the trade wind, v/WOsyy Vv^ to 

reach fotne ifland where xefrcft«aeuv%^«^ 

procured. 
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Seeing flocks of birds on the 25th, they con- 
cluded that they were in the vicinity of land, but 
difcovered none. On the 3d of Augutt they faw 
more fea-fowls ; and the current, which had hi- 
therto- run northward, now changed, to a contrary 
direction 5 from which circumftance the captain 
concluded, that the paflage between New Hol- 
land aud New Zealand opened near this latitude, 
which they found to be 10 deg. .18;min. fouth, 
and 177 deg. 13 min. -weft .longitude. 

On the 10th, the (hip fprang a leak, .where it 
was not poliible to reach it ; a difafter that filled 
them with much anxiety. However, in two days, 
they difcovered, feveral iflands, and failing to- 
wards the neareft, they came to an anchor. 
. Here they foon faw fome of the natives, who 
were woolly headed and quite naked. A boat 
being fent on more, the officer reported, that 
there was excellent water near- the. coalt ; but 
that it would be with difficulty procured, on ac- 
count of the thick and tangled woods, which de- 
fcended to the very beach. In confideration of 
this, and the danger of i the natives; whole difpo- 
fition they had not tried, a more convenient place 
was determined to be fought for ; and the mafter, 
who' headed' the party, was particularly enjoined 
to be on, his guard, and td endeavour to conciliate 
the natives by fuch presents as were moil likely 
to be acceptable to them. 

The -long-boat having brought off fome water, 

was again difpatched on the fame errand ; but as 

the Indians were obferved to.be collecting in 

numbers, a fignal was made, for her immediate 

return.' Soon .after, three of the natives were 

feen fitting o& the beach, aAtetvfo&'j V\e«w\^^& 

&ip. Oa the lieutenant'* a^xoaKkvTv%^^ Ss 

K>3 x 
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the boat, they retired, and were presently joined 
by three more. After a conferences the hitter 
quickly advanced to the boat, on winch the lieu- 
tenant landed, and offered^ Tome prcfents to en- 
gape their attention- Eutinftead of accepting 
what was tendered them, they discharged a filuwer 
of arrows, and then took their flight. None of 
the Engiifli were hurt : nor did it appear that 
their fire, which was returned, did any execution. 

The matter and his party, acting with left cau- 
tion, were involved in a ikirmiih with the In- 
dians, and this officer returned with three arrows 
flicking in his body. He reported, that being 
arrived at a place where there were fome houfes* 
but few inhabitants, he re.folved to land, with 
four of his party, well armed. The natives, after 
recovering from the firft alarm excited by his ap- 
proach, came up and accepted his prefents with 
apparent fatisfa&ion, and gave him fome fifh, 
yams, and cocoa-nuts, in return. 

He then proceeded to the houfesj but foon 
after perceiving the Indians in motion, he made 
hafte to the boat 5 but before he could effect his 
intention, a general attack was made, both by 
fea and land, which induced the Engliih to fire, 
which killed and wounded many of the aggreffors. 
Still, however, they continued to fight with great 
refolution, advancing breaft high into the water, 
and when the boat got at too great a diftance for 
the aflailants from land, the canoes purfued her $ 
nor did they 'defift till feveral were killed and 
wounded, and one of the enemy's canoes funk. 

Such was the mailer's account of this unfortu- 
Mte traoffi&ion} but it afterwitfo grated* 
# &?^ ri/cjjadiaiis fhe^ed an «a\ca>&fc $v^^«&» 
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which they expreffed their defire fhould not be 
meddled with. It feems the matter was highly 
culpable, and that, in defiance of the advice of 
his men, he would not retire till he had provoked 
an attack. However that might be, the conie- 
quence was fatal to him and three of his party, 
who died of their wounds. 

Though this rencontre rendered their fituation 
irkfome, the captain rcfolved to fet about repair- 
ing the fhip. After firing a gun into the woods, 
in order to difperfe fuch of the natives as might 
be lying in nmbuih, a party was lent afhorej and 
the cutter, under the command of the lieutenant, 
was ordered, by repeated firing, to keep the coaft 
clear. Notwithstanding this caution, a dilcharge 
of arrows was made by the Indians, by which one 
of the failors was dangeroufly wounded. 

The captain perceiving this, recalled the boats, 
and fired his cannon into the woods 3 and, from 
the dying groans that were heard, it is too pro- 
bable, that the miferable natives fuffered very le- 
verelyfor their temerity. 

The matter now dying of the wounds he had 
received in his imprudent conflict, and the cap- 
tain and lieutenant being likewise alarmingly ill, 
it was refolved to proceed to the fouthward, as 
there was little probability of procuring proper 
refrefhments where the vefTel then lay. This 
ifland received the appellation of Egmont Ifland, 

From Swallow Bay, as they called it, they fail- 
ed on the 27th of Auguft, and fame day difcover- 
ed Portland Ifland. In ranging along the coaft 
of Egmont Ifland, they came to the place where 
the Jkirmith had happened, from \vb'\cA\ circum- 
fiance they called it Bloody T&ay . fet ^we^ *sw 
* number of houics, not i\\ \>\u\\> «a^wt^»' 



and<*bf<#ved. one of larger dimenfioaa.ihai 
reft, w.hich. feemed to.ha.Ye been conftrqded 
kind of public hall. Many gardens,, planted 
vegetables, and fenced with ftone walls, 
featured about the neighbourhood. About 
miles from this village they ajfo Jaw a town 
fended by an angular fortification of ftone. 1 
aJeague farther, a bay was oU (covered, into v 
a firm emptied itfelf, which they denomii 
Granville's Bay : .near thU was another iarg 
Akn.town. As the veffel palled this, the m 
tame-out, and danced before the houfes, m< 
\a circles, and holding up whaiappearedto be 
dies of. grafa,. with which theyftroked each c 
- Proceeding farther, they came to.a Jiead 
which they named Carteret's Point ; near v 
they faw arcanoe, with an awning over it, 
another .fortified town, where the Indians d? 
as before. Some of them put off in their, ca 
to take a view of the ihip, but would not ve 
to come on board, • 

They next arrived at a fmall ifland, whici 
named Trevanian Ifland, which feemed ver 
pulous. Several canoes advanced to attac 
boat that was fen t to found, as. foon as 
thought ihe was at a fufricient diftance rxor 
ihip. Having difcharged a flight of arrow: 
Kogliibfired and killed one man and. woe 
another. • A gun, loaded with grape {hot, 
fired from the ihip, on which the canoes pr< 
tately. retreated, e&cept that which carric* 
wounded man; who. being taken on boarc 
examined byihe furgeon,was found to. bav 
of bis- arms .broken, and. that a fhot hadf 
through his head. > The furgeon being .of op 
ikti tb&tet\&i wwridt waa mortal Vks la£i« 
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placed in his canoe, which he rowed with one 
hand towards the fhore. 

The canoe was formed of the hollow trunk of 
a tree. The wounded man, who was young, ap- 
peared almoft as black as the negroes of Guinea : 
he had woolly hair, good features, and was per* 
fe&ly naked. 

As they failed along the fhore, they faw plan* 
tains, bananas, and cocoas, and numbers of hogs 
and poultry; but the captain continuing much 
indifpofed, and not having officers fufhcient to 
direct on board the (hip, he had no opportunity 
of attempting a friendly traffic with the natives, 
and he was not in a condition to obtain by force 
the refrefhments he wanted, for which the crew 
daily became more diftrefied. 

Thus fituated, he gave immediate orders to 
proceed northwards, in hopes of difcovering the. 
country which Dampier has diftinguifhed by the 
name of New Britain. , 

Captain Carteret gave thefe iflands the general 
appellation of Queen Charlotte's Iflands. Betide* 
thefe, he faw fome fmaller iflands, to which he 
gave the name of diftinguiihed chara&ers. 

The natives of the country which he named 
Egmont Ifland, have canoes capable of containing 
ten or twelve people, but they have no fails. The 
inhabitants are expert iwimraers, and very active 
and vigorous. Their arrows are fo fharp, and 
difcharged with fuch force, that one of them . 
wounded a man, after pa fling through the wafh- 
board of the boat. Thefe weapons are pointed 
with flint ; for no metal was feen here. 

On the 20th of Auguft they ditcovered Gower's 
Ifland, the natives of wlucYi fae?M&<& ^tofctas&fc 
race, and to follow the ferae ia.ate& A >&*»%*» 
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thofe at the other iflands already defcribed. Hem 
they fortunately procured Tome cocoa-nuts in ex- 
change for nails 5 and the inhabitants intimated, 
that next morning they would furnifh a farther 
fupply 5 but the currents during the night had 
carried the fhip confiderably to the fouth, and 
brought them in view of two other iflands, which 
they named Simpfon's and Carteret's' Iflands. 
Thefe- iflands bore to windward of the fhip, 
which induced *hem to return to Gower*s Ifland, 
which promifed abundant refrefhments, particu- 
larly of cocoas. A boat> however, being feht on 
fhore, the natives attempted to idist her? but 
failing, in return they loft one of their own ca- 
noes, loaded with cocoa-nuts, . 

The mite of the mip and the health of the 
drew were now fuch as obliged them to endea- 
vour to avoid being embayed, by fleering a north- 
wefterly courfe. On the 24th, they defcried nine 
iflands, which Carteret fnppofes to be the fame 
as were named Ohang Java byTafman. Eight 
of them are very fmall 3 the other is more ex ten- 
five. The inhabitants are all of the negro race. 

Next day they faw an ifland covered with ver- 
dure, and from the number of fires, they conjec- 
tured it. was populous. They gave it the appel- 
lation of Sir Charles Hardy's Ifland. Soon after 
they difcovered Winchelfea Ifland. On the 26th, 
they again came in fight of land, which they 
ftippofed was St. John's Ifland, difcovered by 
Schouten. 

They were now in fight of New Britain, and 

foon anchored in a deep bay, which Dampier has 

<htton}inated St George's. On tYie-2&\.Yi, v\wj 

anchored off Wallis Ifland*, beu\%Tvcw,V^ w> 

Jteasag, feventhoufatid five h\to&«A wsM»^^ 
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from the main land of America. The cutter was 
lent out to catch fifh ; but finding none, fhe re- 
turned laden with cocoa-nuts. 

The following day, after much fatigue, they 
failed into Englifh Gove, and immediately began 
to wood and water. Here they faw turtle in 
abundance $ and at low water, procured fome 
cockles and rock oy iters. This ifland. produces a 
variety of vegetables and fomc fruits, by the daily 
ufe of which the crew foon began to gather 
health and rlrength. No inhabitants were feen 
here 5 but feveral veftiges of huts and fires con- 
vinced them that it had lately been peopled. The 
foil produces palm-trees of various kinds ; aloes, 
canes, bamboos, rattans, betel-nuts, and nutmeg 
trees, with. many other trees and ihrubs, whofe 
names were unknown. They faw two quadru- 
peds refembling dogs. In the woods they ob- 
ferved a large black bird, whofe note xefembled 
the barking of a dog. 

After taking in fuch fupplies as the ifland af- 
forded, and repairing the fhip in the beft manner 
that circumftances would allow, they tookpoflef- 
iion of the country* with all the neighbouring 
i (lands, in the name of ther King of Great Britain. 
They left the cove on the 7th of September, and the 
fame, day anchored clofe to a grove of cocoa -trees, 
from which they obtained a liberal fupply of the 
fruit and the cabbage. This place they named 
Carteret's Harbour : it is formed by the main and 
two iflands, to which they gave the appellation 
of Leigh's Ifland and Cocoa-nut Ifland. 

It being now refolved to take advantage of the 
favourable monfoon for failing to Bafcw\&* thsJf 
weighed on the gth, and paifecV \>y fabTy$i& <£ 
York's mand> and fome fma&cx *«**• OwSks 
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iflatid the boufes are fituated among groves c 
con -nut trees, and thus farm a delightful 
fped. Some of the Indians appeared to be 
ing off to the 1hip» but the wind frefhenii 
was not thought prudent to wait for them. 

After naming tome capes, they loft fig; 
New Britain on the lith, when it was difpo* 
that what they had taken for a hay, was in I 
ft night, to which they gave the name o 
George's Channel. 

In the evening they discovered a large, ve; 
ifland, which they denominated Sandwich Jfl 
off this the ihip lay the greateft part oi 
night, wbilea perpetual noife, refembhng th 
a drum, was heard on ihore. The weather fa 
calm before they had cleared the ttraights, a i 
ber of canoes approached theiliip, and excha 
fame commodities for nails and bits of 
which they preferred to every thing that 
fliewn them. Souk* of ihefe canoes, though t 
ed of a fin gle tree, were eighty or one hue 
feet long. The natives had woolly heads; 
their features were not of the negro chars 
Their legs and arms were adorned with i 
■work : in other refpects they were naked. '. 
wore a kind of powder in their hair and bea 
and a feather was ftuck into the head of < 
above the ear. Their weapons confided of a 
flick and a fpear. It was obferved they had 
ing nets and cordage. 

Having completed the navigation of 

George's Channel, in which they difcovered 

named feveral iflands, during a paflage of 

Jmndred leagues, they held on a -weft^wtd c< 

jMI tie 1 4th, wJbcn they difcovered feN«?\ 

^A yAfexrinorningfomehuudxe^Qi 
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tame off towards the fliip, and were invited on 
board by every fign of amity and good will 5 but 
no fooner did they come within reach, than they 
difcharged a fhowcr of arrows at the feamen on 
the deck. A great gun and feveral muikets being 
fired, by which fome were killed or wounded, foon 
lent them towards the fhore 5 but other canoes ad- 
vancing from a different quarter of the iiland, re- 
newed the combat in a fimilar manner, and met 
with the fame repulfe, which teemed to fotisfy 
them of their inability to cope with the ftrangers. 
In one of the canoes, which was taken, were 
found turtle and fome other filh 5 alio a fpecies 
of fruit between an apple and a plum, hitherto 
unknown to Europeans. 

Captain Carteret now coafied along the iflands, 
to which he gave the general name of the Admi- 
ralty Iflands. He deloribes them as beautifully 
pi&urefque. The largeft is computed to be about 
fifty miles long j and that it produces many va- 
luable articles, particularly fpices, is extremely 
probable. 

On the 19th, they difcovered two fmall iflands, 
covered with verdure, which they called Durour's 
and Maty's Iflands. the inhabitants of which ran 
along the coait with lights during the night. 

On the 24th, they dicovered St. Stephen's 
Iflands, abounding in beaiuiiul trees. Next even- 
ing they faw three other iflands, irom whence the 
natives came off in canoes and went on board the 
{hip. They bartered cocoa-nuts for bits of iron, 
which metal « ! ey formed extravagantly fond of, 
«nd not unacquainted with its ufe. They called 
it parram, and intimated that a &u£ &caeuaies 
touched at their iflands. 

Vol. V. L *«* 
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. Thefe people were copper coloured, and fcurf 
fine black hair : their countenances were seqr 
agreeable, and their general appearance conciliat- 
ing. They difplayed their a&ivity by jnnning 
up to the mad head with the utmoft fpepd. Ttajr 
ate and drank without referve of every thing that 
was given them, and feemed perfe&ly at eafe. A 
piece of fine matting, wrapped round Che waife 
conftituted the whole of their drefs $ and good 
nature appeared to be -the only rule of their ao» 
tions. 

. ; ThQ current wafting the flap along, the captain 
had no opportunity of landing, and was obliged 
to refufe gratifying thefe friendly people in that 
particular ; though they readily offered hoftagea 
for the fafe return of fuch as might be inclined to 
go on fhore. Finding that the £ngli(h could not 
be prevailed on to flop, one of the Indians abso- 
lutely refufed to quit the fhip; and in confe- 
quence was carried as far as Celebes, where he di- 
ed. This man they named Jofeph Freewill $ and 
from him the largeft of the iflands was calle4 
Freewill Ifland, by the natives Pegan. The two 
.other iflands were Oiiata and Onello. 

. Some unimportant iflands being obferved in 
their paflage, at laft they arrived on the coaft of 
.Mindanao. The boat being fent out to found, 
was fired at from the fliore, and i'everal canoes 
put off, on which the lieutenant retreated towards 
the ihip, and the purfuers returned. 

On the 2d of November, they anchored in a 

bay, where the boats were foon fent out to water, 

And no figns appeared that this part of the couni- 

Xtjr was inha hired . However , a catioe faoxv came 

in fight; but after reconnoiti\n% tiafc &vg,TC&M&» 
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» The fucceeding night, a loud noife was heard 
on ihorCj fomcwhat like the war-fong of the 
Americans. This indicating hoftilities, the cap- 
tain made preparations to repel them. 

Next morning one of the boats was fent on 
fhore for water, and another was ordered to be in 
xeadinefs to lend affiftance, in cafe of need. No 
fooner had the crew of the firft landed, than fe- 
veral armed men advanced from the woods, one 
of whom {hewed a white flag, which was conftru- 
cd into an expreflion of amity ; and accordingly 
the lieutenant repeated the fign, which brought 
the parties together. 

• Two Indians, who fpoke a fmattering of Dutch 
and Spanith, having at lafl made therafelves un- 
derftood by the officer in the latter language, 
made feveral enquiries relative to the force and 
defti nation of the fhip 5 to which they received fa- 
tisfactory anfwers. It was then intimated, that 
the ftrangers might proceed to the town, and ci*- 
vilities were interchanged between the Indiana 
and the officer. 

The captain was highly pleafed with this report, 
fuppofing that all matters we're now in a proper 
train, particularly as he had received a fupply of 
water without any impediment j but while he was 
enjoying theie reflections, he perceived ibrrie 
hundreds of armed men collecting on the more, 
holding up their targets arid brandiihing their 
fwords, by way of defiance. 
" Notwithstanding this hoftile appearance, the 
captain was rlill folicitous, if po'ffible, to avoid 
extremities; and in- confequence, ferit the lieute- 
nant to repeat the fign&Y of ^tact. &s> vVr;\»s^ 
approached the more, one of V\v^ t^\n^\s^«^ 
cd the officer to bowifc to Yiv\*\\takW*k ?f 
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chufe to venture himfelf within the reach of tAe 
arrows of thefc deceit fu I i Zanders, and there fan* 
returned to the lhip. 

The enptam now concluded that there mnfl be 
Dutchmen, or pGrfou in the intercft of that na- 
tion, on iliorif, to whole interference this apparent 
alligation of the behaviour of the natives wa* 
owing, and who had irritated them again it the 
ftrangcrs on finding they were £ngHlh. With 
theft imprelliou* on his mind, he failed from tbi* 
place, appropriately mmed Deceitful Bay, with a 
full intention to vifit the town; but the wind 
foou after proving tin favourable for his views, he 
fieered direftly for Batavia, which in fuch a cri- 
tical fit nation, wa* perhaps the moft prudent 
courfe. 

They reached the Straight of Maeaffar on the 
14th of November, and on the 2) ft, came in fight 
of two fmal!, but beautiful iflands, which were 
fuppofed to be the Tnba Jflands, laid down in the 
French charts. In a few days they crofled the 
equinoctial* and fell in with violent tornadoes and 
contrary currents. 

By this time death had conOderably dimini di- 
ed the crew, and (icknefs was wafting the remain* 
der. They foon came in light of the Little Pater 
Nofter Iflands, but they found it hnpoflible, from 
the ftate of the weather and the currents, to land 
for refreihments, which hourly became more 
wanted. Indeed fcarcely a man was free from the 
fcurvy; and in this deplorable condition they 
were ope night attacked by a piratical veffel, 
which had been feen the preceding evening. She 
engaged them with fwivd guns au& faA\Yma&*» 
bat though they could not fee their ewsroj, V^ft 
a? of tb&gren guns happened to be So ^^^ 
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j£&ed, that they foon fent her with all her crew 
to the bottom, the Swallow received but trivial 
damage, and had no more than two of.; hex crew 
wounded. , . 

'. The veflel that was funk, belonged to a pirate 
who employed no fewer than thirty in thisvbufi- 
nefs of plunder, and was the fcourge and terror 
ofthefefeas. 

Difeafe increafing, by the 12th of December, 
they had loft thirteen men, and thirty more were 
at the point of death. To aggravate their afflic- 
tion, by the change of the monfoon, they found 
it impoflible to reach Batavia; and unlefs they 
made land, they knew that they muft all perilh. 
Thus circumftanced, they refolved to proceed for 
Macaffar, a Dutch fettlement in the ifland of Ce- 
lebes ; and happily they accomplilhed their defign 
in a very few days. 

No iboner had the Swallow arrived, than the 
governor fent a perfon on board, who feemed 
much alarmed, when he found that it was an iing- 
l.itli fhip of war. Early next morning the captain 
difpatched a letter to. the governor, requefting 
leave. to purchafe provifions, and to fhelter his 
veflel till the feaion would permit him to proceed 
to the weftward. . 

The boat which carried this difpatch was for- 
bid to land, and the lieutenant refuting to deliver 
the letter to any other perfon but the governor 
himfelf. a meflage arrived, ftating that this gen- 
tleman was indifpofed, and that he had commif- 
lioned the ihebandar and fifcal to fetch the let- 
ter. The lieutenant relu&antly delivered itupj 
and after waiting with his party for feveral hours, 
expo fed to the heat of X.b& faa, NiYtaRfe. *k* ^~ 
/rcfliment^ they were at \&. ^Nt»N» w^saS^ 
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I hat the governor had ordered two gentle 
/wait on the captain with his antwer. 

Soon after the boat returned to the fti: 
gentlemen, of the names of De Ccrf and D 
arrived with di fetches, couched in the ir 
remptoiy itylLr ; defiling the (hip inttantW t 
the port, and i li lilting that ilie ilkmld not 
ou any part ot' the coaft, nor land men 
the limits of the governor's jurifdi&ion. 

The inhumanity and incivility of this m 
fenfibly affc&rd the captain. As the ft ran 
gumeut that could be ufed among perfons i 
void of feeling, be mewed the deputies the 
able Hate of his crew, and urged the nece 
the cafe, as well as the propriety of relievi 
fubjefts of a power at pence with their 
who were Co deplorably fituated. The 01 
f erratum made was* (hat their orders wer 
lute, and mutt be obeyed. 

Incenfed at this brutal treatment, Captai 
teret at laft declared, that he would come 
anchor clofe to the town ; and if they th< 
lifted in refuting him refrefhments, he wou 
with his crew, and fell their lives as dear a 
ble. This menace feemed to have fome 
they now entreated the captain to remain 
prcfeht fituation, till farther orders ; wh 
promifed to do, provided an anfwer mould 
before the fea breeze fet in the next morn 
While matters were in this ftate, a floop 
and another veffel full of foldiers anchored 
the bows of the Swallow, but refuted to ha 

- communication with the Englifh. Whei 
tain Carteret weighed with the feabreei* 

<Ud the fame, land dofely followed Yv\m. 

fajSwaUgwhai dropped anchor utax ti 
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r. Douglas and Tome other gentlemen came on 
ard, and exprefied their furprife, that the cap- 
n had dared to advance fo far; but he alleged 
3t he had only a&ed in conformity to his de- 
lation; and repeated, that the prefent Situation 
his men would fufficiently juftify his conduct 
every candid and humane mind. 
Thefc gentlemen brought fome provifions and 
refhments, which were extremely grateful to 
s Englifh ; and after much negotiation, or ra- 
•r altercation, in which Captain Carteret dif- 
lyed a manly and refolute fpirit, it was at lad 
pulated, that the Swallow ihould proceed to a 
y at a little diftance, where an hofpital for the 
k might be ere&ed, and provi lions generally 
>plied j or if there was any deficiency in the 
ter particular, they might receive relief occa- 
nally from the town. . 

Thefe conditions were very acceptable to Cap- 
n Carteret ; but to avoid future mi (under (land- 
j or blame, he required that they ihould be ra- 
ied by the governor and council, which was 
crwards done in due form. Thus this difa- 
seable bufinefs was fettled ; and the jealoufy of 
; Dutch, in regard to their monopoly of fpice, 
ifirmed by a new tefiimony of their unfeeling 
aduct to preferve it. 

Next day an officer from the town came on 
ard, to whom the captain applied for an accept* 
:e of his bills, on the Englifh government, 
lis he promifed he would endeavour to get 
ue; but in the evening he returned and in- 
med him, that there was no perfon in the town, 
to had any money to remit to Europe, and that 
■ public chelt was quite to^V}> 
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til* W&§ a* new and a fenims ^^ififfieohjnf WWC 
ever, it was'at laft iurnaeubted/by to order ferf 
''tcrjtfefe- resident art Boritbalti> whbhaid rftone^t* 
reinif^&d wjfcejlh ^fe^criccy^eccit^thc Di& 
in queflioii. k Mattei*bci^'tl^ttcco^^ 
they failed on the i»)tli of Deceniber/aad neifct 
day anchored itf 'tfee "ttfrfTof Bbnthiin; afttrhi A 
time guard-boats weVe\moored between IKetn and 
the {hdre, to 'ptettttt their hating any coniiiini- 
cation with the naiivcs of the country. 

Theca>tflin having paid his refpecWto the re- 
fident^ih orde*- to fettle/ die mode of procuring 
fujppfies, ha d rf Wi fe a p no ifltecf fir In rtifelf, ib ihS 
'/Vicinity* of a fmall fJtitcft fort ■ while an hofpital 
was fitted up 'for tire ikk, .who were ftri£Hr 
guarded, and confined (o very narrow limits'/nor 
allbwdd to have any hUercptirie with the inhabit- 
ants. The provilion buJinVfs was entirely en* 
grofled by the 'Dutch iolAi£ri,* and their profits 
on it were immenfe; as they fogaetimes exacted 
more than a tjioufand per cent: for what they had 
extorted from the natives on their own terms. 

Captain Carteret* having remonftrated to the 
jrefident, on this flagrant violation "of juflice and 
of all principle, he was prdmifed redrefs, but 
found that the former exactions and extortions 
were ftill carried pn without the leaft abatement. 
In fact, the venality of the commander of the 
Dutch officer? feemed to fanQton the opinion, 
that the foldiers wer& merely the agents of their 
officers,' or at berf Ite participators in the frauds 
that were pra^tifed both pn the Englifh and the 
natives. 

Soon after, fome fliips arriving from Banda, the 
Captain found meatus to procure- a. £e^ ca&si <A 
Wtprovifions. On the 28th, abo\c a W\W 

.is 
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Tail of proas came into Bon thai n Bay. Thefe 
veffels, which are engaged in lifting round the 
fhores, fend the produce of their labours to China 
for fale. 

About the middle of January, Captain Carteret 
received a letter from Macattar, informing him 
that the Dolphin had arrived at Batavia. On the 
lgtb of February, Le Cerf, to whom the com- 
mand of the guard had been entrufled, was recall- 
ed; and foon after fome of the guard-boats were, 
ordered back. 

In the beginning of March, the refident of 
Bonthain received a letter from the Governor of 
Macaflar, defiring information when the Englim 
would fail for Batavia ; though he mud know, 
that this navigation was impracticable, till the 
eaftern monfoon fet in, which takes place in 
May. In addition to this fufpicious circum- 
fiance, a canoe was frequently obferved paddling 
round the ihip at night; but always made off as 
foon as difcovered. 

Various conjectures were formed, in regard to 
the general unfavourable afpeft of affairs; and in 
the meanwhile, information was privately con- 
veyed to the captain, by letter, that his deftruc- 
lion was meditated by the inftigation of the 
Dutch ; and that the Prince of Bony, who was in 
Uriel alliance with them, was to put the deiign in 
execution. The pretended grounds for thefe vio- 
lent and treacherous proceedings, were to pro 
vent the Englifh from forming connections with 
fuch of the natives as had not fubmitted to the 
Dutch government. 

Gnieceivingthis alannm(\t^\\\%^c^^«.trAa.tk 
orfalfity of which could n©A\>fc e&a&q t&xsNsfc&ftk* 
the captain, on cither eN«rt* tt£o\Ntk \» ^Q&Ak* 



feifin a pofture of defence. He had certalnl 
reafon to lufpeci fomc unfair dealings were go 
ing on, but lie could dot trace them to their im- 
mediate authors. As a proof, however, that he 
wns on hi* guard, he communicated the fubftance 
of the informal ion he h.;d received to the Dutch j 
and in return he. had a letter from the Governor 
of Maearlar, denying his having any knowledge 
of the pretended project, and ddlring that the 
author of the falfity might be given up. Thi* 
i ebullition the captain did not chufe to comply 
with ; as he well knew> that whether the inform- 
■ation was true or falfe, his informant woiild be 
equal ly*fubje£ted to puniihni&it. Here the bufi- 
nefe dropped. 

An adequate fupp!y of provisions, wood, and 
crater, being taken in, and the health of the crew 
indifferently reftored, they failed from Bonthain on 
the 22d of May, nnd fleering along the more, came 
to an anchor the fame evening, between Celebes 
and the ifland of Tonikaky. Proceeding next 
morning on their voyage, they en me fuccetiively 
in fight of Salombo, Luback, and Cavimon Java, 

On the 3d of June, they caft anchor in the rood 
of Batavia, after having with difficulty prevented 
trie mip from linking, by the conftant working of 
pumps, during the whole patiage from Celebes. 

Hdving fired guns of falutation, the captain 
attended the governor, requeuing permi Irion to 
repair his vefTel, on which he was directed to pe- 
tition the council. The day the council next 
met, the captain fent a letter, reprefenting the 
condition of his /hip, and deliring permiffion to 
repair her. Some days were wow \o& va/«\\etc&.- 
tions, rejpe&ing'ttie tranfaftiom-ai^ti\VAVav^ 
?overtior and council infiftin£, tX\^ Ak* ca^ 
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tain fhould figo a formal declaration, that he be-. 
lieved the report, of an intention formed at Ce- 
lebes of cutting off the (hip, to be falleand calum-. 
nious; but this he fleadily refufed to do. 

On the lSlh,.the captain was given to under- 
ftand, that orders had been ifiued for repairing 
the ihip at Onruft, whether a pilot conducted her. 
The wharfs, however, being pre-engaged by other 
veflels, the repairs could not immediately be taken 
in hand. 

When the Swallow at laft was examined, fhe 
was found to be fo decayed and rotten, that the 
Dutch carpenter would not undertake to repair 
her, without fhifting her entire bottom ; till the 
captain had certified under his hand, tha # t what-r 
ever fhould be done, was in coniequence of his 
own exprefs dircftion. This precaution the 
Dutch artizan infilled on, left, the.veflel fhould 
. not be able to iwim to England, and the blame be 
'' imputed to him. 

While Captain Carteret frayed at this port, he 
often vifited Admiral Houting,* a gentlemen dif- 
tinguifhed for the urbanity of his manners, and 
his civility to ftrangers j and from him the cap,- 
tain experienced, many inftances of difintcrcftei 
kindneCs. 

The ftate and fpiendor of the Governor cf Bata 1 
via did not efcape the observation of bur naviga- 
tor. When he goes publicly abroad, he is attendr 
ed by horle-guards, and two black footmen run be- 
fore his carriage. Jf any other vehicle meets the 
governor V, it is obliged to be .drawn on one fide-, 
amd the company to get out and pay their relpects 
tohim. Nor jnnft any one pafs his excellency's 
coach, though m ever, fo great Yvafte,. "!Y\\e. fesafe 
rules are obferved, with regard to tYvfc\xX>\\o>ax \^\& 
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to the members of the council, except that they 
are faluted by the company tin tiding up hi the' 
carriages, and have only one footman preceding 
them. 

The roafter of the hotel, where Captain Car- 
teret lodged, failed not to give him due notice of 
what was expected from hi ra in the.it; particulars; 
but the Euglimman difdained to pay fuch ho- 
mage to the governor or council, belonging to 
the province of a republic, which was not expected 
even by his own foyereigm He therefore, in plain 
terms, refilled to comply with the etiquette; and 
if attempts were made by the attendant to force* 
film, he intimated that he fhoutd haverecourfe to 
his piftols. To prevent a conteft of this kind, 
however, the governor wifely thought proper to 
fend him word, that he* might act as he pleafeds 
and as impartial narrators uf the traniaction, wc 
cannot help thinking, that the captain might 
have been more obfervant of the forms of the 
country, without derrog^ting from his own dig- 
nity. Perfons, inverted with office, have a iUte to 
fupport, which is frequently kept up on their 
part^ rather for the fake of order, than for the 
gratifications of their perfonal pride. 

The repairs being fiaiihed, the Swallow faile4 
from Onruft on the 5th of September, after the 
captain had recruited his crew, by engaging fome 
Englifk feamen; and next day anchored off the 
Straights of Sunda. Here he took in wood and 
water, and failed again on the 25th, with a fa- 
vourable gale, which continued to waft them on 
their courfe, for the fpace of feven hundred 
leagues', anfl on the 23d of November they arriv* 
cdiu T*btc Bay, at the Ca^e q1(*q«&\&o^ 
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Here the captain experienced many civilities- 
from the governor and principal pcrfons of the 
Settlement* and after an agreeable ltay, proceeded 
on his voyage on the 20th of December. They 
arrived at St. Helena on the 20th of January, 
I/69, and in four days again fet fail. Having 
touched at the ifland of Aicenfion, they found 
plenty of turtle on this uninhabited illand ; where 
it is cuftomary to leave a letter in a bottle, con- 
taining the name and destination of any vetiel 
that touches there; a ceremony with which Cap* 
tain Carteret complied. 

On the 20th of February they obferved a fhip 
Handing towards them* This veifel had been 
fecn for to the leeward, the preceding day ; but 
Had outfailed the Swallow in the night. She 
proved to be a Frenchman, and fetit her boat on 
board, with a young officer, who had it in charge, 
to endeavour to lift out the particulars of their 
▼oyage* at the fame time that he took all imagin- 
able pains to conceal what related to his own. 

It was however afterwards discovered, that the 
fhip, from which he had been fent, was command- 
ed by M. Bougainville, which was likewife re- 
turning from a voyage round the world j and 
which, as has been previoufly mentioned, was the 
vefTel that dogged Captain Wallis fo clofely 
through the Straights of Magellan. 

The French captain had learned the name of 
the Engliih Ihip, from the letter lefc at Afcenfion, 
and took this artful method; of attempting to in- 
form himfelf /of what particulars he wanted to 
know, relative to the expedition. 

Captain Carteret, however, was fo cautious 
and guarded in his converfation, 0\^\. \\\fc^mv<&* 
oficcrgotno intelligence of am \mW>T\ax>£fe \.o 
Vol. K # \* 



\22 carteret*s voyage. 

his riatitirij from this manceuvre; while LU own 
fee ret was dif covered by his party : for one of the 
bo3t s crewj that had brought him on board, di- 
vulged die whole matter to an Englifti failor, 
who fortunately was able to converfe with him iii 
his native tongue. Thus French policy for once 
was outwitted. 

During the remainder of the voyage, few inci- 
dents happened, either memorable or interciting. 
They proceeded towards England with no parti- 
cular impediments, arid anticipated the plcafureof 
revifiting their native land, with the fincereft fa- 
tisfa&iou. On the 27th or" March, they came in 
fight of the Weftern Iflands; and holding on theit 
courfe, came to an anchor at Spit head, after having 
accompli fhed a very dangerous circumnavigation 
of the globe, in a veflel little calculated for iuch 
an enterprife, and with fupplies the moft inade- 
quate. This reflets no fmalt degree of Jullre on 
the name of Carteret j anil though his difcoverics 
are no J: very brilliant, few could have been able 
fco cftefit Co much, with fuch ileapler provision for 
the purpofei. 
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•pKDERTAKEN BY THE ORDER 6f THE FRENCH 
'" KINGS. ' • 



THE French, animated with the fame views 
of fignaliiing themfelves as the Englifh,'in 
the career of difcovery, began to project voyages 
for this purpofe ; and for a while, forgetting the 
ambition of conqueft, wiihed to make their power 
and their talents fubfervient to the general good 
of mankind. 

Though France has not been able to equal our 
adventurous countrymen, who have penetrated to 
the remoteft parts of the globe, on their native 
element, and explored its utmoft receires,yet they 
will derive no fmall ihare of glory from the la- 
bours of Bougainville. Why is it not in our 
power, to give the voyage of Peyroufe alfo ! That 
unfortunate navigator, after furmounting many 
obftaclea, and overcoming many darigers, by the 
etfbrts of a noble fpirit, perhaps, after enlarging 
the bounds of knowledge, for which -every nation 
would have been grateful, never returned with 
the news of his difcoveries j, and was probably 
/ wallowed up in the' deep, 'ox Ntfxes&sk tt^ Vska 
defolate iQand, where Oak affi&\tf*a& ewfe. *& ^ 
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countrymen has not been able to (rare him* 
But (hall we call his fate unhappy ? He has left a 
name covered with honour and regret * and had 
he lived to fee the dreadful icenes that have palled 
in hii native land, he might have been hurried 
into the vortex, and loll the glory that now at- 
tends his fliade. This fmall compliment to the 
memory of an ingenious man is due. There ought 
to be no enmity among the pnrfeflbrs cf feience; 
and whoever extend* their limit.i, or facilitate! 
their acquisition, whether Frenchman or Briton, 
vill be mutually viewed with complacency and 
regard. 

To return from this digreflion. Bougainville 
13 the only perfon of thHr nation that the French 
can compare with our immortal Cook $ and 
though his talent for obfervation was not inferi- 
or, nor his refohitlon'queftionable, it will appear 
how little he was able to achieve t when his la- 
bours are eftimated againft thofe of our great na- 
vigators 
The French having begun to form a fettlement on 
the Maulouine Iflands or, as we call them, Falk- 
land's I (lands, in 1764, they were interrupted in 
their defigns by the Spaniards, who, conceiving that 
thofe iflands belonged to the continent of South 
America, and unwilling to have fuch powerful 
neighbours in the New World, near the fcene 
of their greateft wealth, reclaimed the poflef- 
fion, that had been, as they luppofed, ufurped by 
the ambition of France. To prevent the fataj 
effects of a war, for the defence of a right, fcarce- 
ly worth the expence of fitting out a tingle ihip 
of the line, M. Bougainville was \etrt. ov\t lo ad- 

Ja/t matters with the colony, ami totaftw*^ 

«&? Matdouiucs to Spain. 
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This diftinguifhed officer failed, on the 15th of 
November 1766, from the Port of Mindin, having 
under his command the frigate La Boudeufe, La 
Eftneralda, and La Liebre. Two Spanifh frigates 
were to join him in the River Plata, to the com- 
manding officer of which," he was to deliver up 
the fettlement; and L'Etbile ftore {hij), from 
France, was to meet him at Falkland's liland. " 
• Scarcely had the Boudeufe fpread her fails on 
the ocean, when (he encountered fuch a violent 
ftorm of wind, as fo confiderably* damaged her 
niaftsj that M. Bougainville was under the imperi- 
ous neceility of returning to Breft, to refit, and to 
make fbme requifite alterations in the (towage of 
hisfhip'; which he found ill calculated to with- 
ftand the. fury of thofe feas through which he was 
to pafs ; and particularly fo, for the navigation of 
the ocean round Cape Horn. 

Having obtained the necefTary repairs and al- 
terations to his fhip, M. Bougainville again fet 
fail, on the 5th of December, having on board 
the Prince of Naflau Seighen, three gentlemen 
who went out as volunteers, eleven commiftioned 
officers, warrant officers, feamen, * foldiers, fer- 
vants, and boys, to the number of two hundred. 

The 17th they were in fig^ht of tne Salvages,- a 
fmall flat ifland, rifiiig at each extremity into a 
hillock : next day they faw thelfle of Palma, and 
that of Ferro on the 19th. By this time M. Bou- 
gainville was convinced of "a great error in his 
reckoning, which he attributes to the rapidity of 
the currents, oppofite the Straight of Gibraltar. 
Having corrected this by obfervation, He took a 
frefh departure 3 and arriye<l at Rio de la Plata, 
without experiencing any wsufc-wstiJ^ AXsfcvw^ 
'irknfmittal to pofterity.^ 



It was the 20th of January, in the evening 
**hen they had the tiril tight of Rio de la Plata; 
and as the night wns dark and tempeftuous they 
lay to, till next morning, when they had a view of 
the Mountains of Maldonado, Here the Spani- 
ards hare a fnvill garrisoned town, in the vicinity 
of which fome transparent ltones are found j and 
at a Imall di ft a nee there is a gold mine, which 
has been worked for a few years pa ft, though 
with 110 great fuccefsor emolument. 

When the Boudeafe came to an anchor in the 
Bay of Montevideo, they found that tbe two Spa- 
nish frigates, which were to take polleihon of 
Falkland's lilands, had been lying there in expect- 
ation of their arrival for fome weeks. Don Phi- 
lip Ruio Puente, the principal in command, had 
been nominated governor of the rflaatta about to 
be lurrendered j and this gentleman accompanied 
M, Hougalnville to Buenos Ayrcs. to fettle with 
the governor general the mode of ceilion, that 
no difputes might arife on the fpot. The Prince 
~df Naifau Seighen, we are told, attended in thif 
expedition. 

This voyage they intended to perform in a 
ichooner; but a contrary wind retarding their 
progrefs, they landed near the colony of San Sa- 
cramento, and traverfed an immenfe extent of 
country, in which there were no roads, and the 
eye was their only guide. During this expedi- 
tion, they ilept iti littte hovels, conftru&ed of lea* 
ther, while the the tigers howled around them. 
The manner in which M. Bougainville defcribes 
their paffage, over the River St. Lucca, is lingu- 
lar enough. The river u vri&fc atv& fcg^i *\\d 
*tiom(bingly rapid. When they aTt\\e&\v«^\>^ 
«** placed in a long, narrow g»m, w» ^* ** 
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-which was very difproportionably higher than the 
other j and a horfe being fattened to each fide of 
the veiTel, the boatman holding their heads above 
water, drove them acrofs the river with as much 
expedition as poflible 5 and thus, with fome difft* 
culty, they ftemmed the current. 

M. Bougainville having fettled the buiinefs 
which took him to Buenos Ayres, returned to 
Montevideo on the l6th of February, and in a 
few days was followed by the Spanilh governor, 
Don Paente. 

NeceflTaries, and ftores of various kinds, being 
taken on board, they prepared to fail for Falkland's 
lllands. A fmall veflfel was laden folery with cat- 
tle, for the ufe of the fquadron. On the 28th of 
February they weighed 5 but the thicknefs of the 
fog, which prevented them from feeing land, and 
expofed them to the danger of running on the 
ihore, impeded their progrefs; and foon after, 
the winds proving contrary, increafed their delay. 
However, as the currents were favourable, M. 
Bougainville fent to inform the Spanifli com* 
mander, that for leveral reafons, which he ftated, 
it would be advifable to leave the coaft, evea 
ihould the winds continue adverfe. The Spanilh 
otiicer replied, that his pilot refufed to weigh an- 
chor, till the wind was fair and blew Heady. On 
this Don Puente was acquainted that the Bou- 
deufe' would certainly quit her pre fent flatioa 
next morning, and either anchor more to the 
north, or ply to the windward, and wait for the 
Spanifh mips, unlefs they mould be unavoidably 
•fcparated by the violence of the weather. 

The fmaU veflel, laden with cattle, by foms 
means left the fquadron; and it ^ *\ *SLV«watok 
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understood that flic returned to Montevideo, sif- 
ter an abfence of three weeks from that port. 

The night, previous to the intended departure 
pf the Boudeufe from the river, bad been fo ttra- 
peftnoua, that all the. mips dragged their anchors j 
and in the morning the Spa-ni(h veifels were ob- 
served with their roainyards low.ered^ and their 
topruails handed \ M, Bougainville, however, 
made tail, and got out of the river before night, 
Leaving die Spaniards full at anchor. 

Variable; and generally unfavourable weather 
&1 leaded J he voyage of the French, till the 23d 
of March", on whicn day-' they anchored id the 
Boy. of Falkland's Jilanda* and next day the Spa'- 
milt veifell came hi. 1 he latter Tiad fuflered lc- 
vcrtdy frtfi» the inclemency "of the weather, and 
the robin windows of Don, I\ie flies {hip having 
been broken by a hfavy wave, admitted the ft a 
in torrents. Much of the live ftock, 1 deftined for 
the ufe of the colony, died on' board. 

On the J ft of April, M. Bougainville, in the 
nan# of his fovereign, fnrrendered the feltlement 
to Don Puente, for the ufe of his Catholic majeftY, 
when the SpaniJh colours w*re immediately 
Jjoiued, and a falute fired bv thefhipg, and on the 
ihore, M, Bougainville ttetj read a letter, in 
which the French king granted leave to fuch of 
the inhabitants as chofe to remain, to be under 
the dominion of Spain. A few accepted the of- 
fer j while others embarked with the garrifon, 
and were conveyed $y the Spanifh ihips to Mon- 
tevideo, "'" - 

The.whole expence of this colony to the French, 
'£vaJfs.£rfb'eftab\iihm£Ti\., waa Go^Qfcft \\N\e*\ 
WiichfumhiB Catholic ma;\efty ttAmXroxtek \sf 
4#ki*g to the foxes of every Uu^ 
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A fhort hiftory of this fettlement may not be 
unacceptable. The French government having 
come to a refoiution of colonizing Falkland's 
Iflands*, M. Bougainville had, in the beginning 
of the year 1703, made an offer to eftabliih the 
colony at his own expence, and that of his two 
near relations, M. D'Arboulin and M. de Nerville, 
His terms being accepted, M. Bougainville gave 
orders for the building and equipping of the Ea- 
gle of twenty guns, and the Sphinx of twelve s 
and as ibon as thefe vefTels had taken in fuch 
(lores as were neceflary for the voyage, and form- 
ing the fettlement, he failed from St. Malo on the 
15 th of September 17<53, with feveral Acadian 
families, who had previouily been eng> ed. 

Having fixed on a place fit for the Settlement, 
the commander immediately began to furvey the 
interior, that he might afcertain the productions 
of the foil. He obferves, that different fpecies of 
water and land fowl, and fifh, were the only ani- 
mal fupplies ; and though there was no wood, he 
thinks this deficiency, as far as fuel is concerned^ 
might be conveniently made up by an excellent 
kind of turf, which is every where found in abun- 
dance. 

On the firft arrival of thefe adventurers, it wai 
aftoniihing to obferve the flocks of birds that ga- 
thered round them, with evident curiofity unmix- 
ed with fear. So tame was the feathered race f 
and lb unaccuftomed to the fuperiority of man^ 

• Thefe iflands were obfervt J by Sir Richard Hiwlcins f in 
1 59 j, when they were pilled Hawkins* Maiden I (land:. At 
thit period they appear to have been inhabited. Both the Eng- 
liih and French have hid claim to them \ Vafc ^xmW *!ohv^\ 

rcJificd; and the objeft is certamU ojot >NOHk * X\^>&t— ^si 

colonics ire J 
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that they frequently perched on thole wbo flood 
tfill, and fubmhied to be taken by the hand 
is needlefg to add, that this fecial league did 
long tub fitt : the birds foon learned, from ex perl 
ence, to be (hy of the company that fought 01 " 
to deilroy them. 

This colony con fitted of no more than nineteen 
men, five women, and three children, No time 
was loft in erecting huts for iheir refideuce, which 
fome covered with rufhes, to protect them from 
the inclemency of the weather. They like wife 
built a final 1 magazine, and a fort ; and in the 
centre of the latter they erected an obelitk, under 
which they buried various coins, with the head 
of the Frjench king, and tibi sbrviat ultima 
tuule on one fide, and on the other, a notifica- 
tion of the time when the fettlemcnt was mode, 
and the names of the perfons who had the princi- 
pal direction of the expedition, 
. M- Bougainvilks having fuperintended the ori- 
ginal arrange men ta, promifed the fet tiers that he 
would foon bring them more companion^ and 
farther afliftancei; and, in confirmation of his 
promife, and the zeal with which he infant to 
ferve them, he delegated his power to M. Nerville, 
bis kinfmari, who engaged to encourage the 
young colonics, by participating in every hardship 
and daiiger, to which they might be ex poled, in> 
fubt.ed as they were from the reft of man kind ■ 
This resolution proving perfectly, fatisfactory to 
the iettlers, M. Bougainville weighed anchor on 
the 8th of April 17G&, and failed for Europe; 
In the month of January following, he reviflt- 
fd Falkland's Iflands, when tie fautv& vWfevxkx* 
in good health,, and pleated vrVfo. tVic« forotarou 
Hiring J^rjded the ftorcs, te^tocft^A ^«m 
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Sraights of Magellan, to take in timber for thd 
life of the colony, and to obtain young trees to 
plant on the iflands. While engaged in this fer- 
vice, he fell in with the fhips under the command 
of Commodore Byron, as has been related in that 
gentleman's voyage. 

The colonifis were now increafed, by the new 
reinforcement, to one hundred and fifty perfons. 
By this time the governor and the ftore-keeper 
were lodged in comfortable houfes, built of ftone; 
and the reft of the colonifts, considering their (itu-. 
ation, had commodious huts. With the wood 
brought from the Straights of Magellan, they 
bujlt feveral veflels, adapted to the navigation of 
the coaft; and feveral kinds of grain, imported 
from Europe, throve very well, and promijed an 
abundant increafe. ■ * 

In the year. 1766, Captain Macbride, in the 
Jafon frigate, vifited the French fettlement, and, 
to ufe thV words of M: Bougainville, " pre- 
tended that thofe parts belonged to his Britannic 
Majefty, threatened to land by force, if he fhould 
be denied that liberty, vifited the governor, and 
failed away the fame day." 

As the claims of Spain, however, were allowed 
valid to the pofleflion of thefe iflands, againft the 
French, we mall take a brief hiftorical retrofpect 
of their difcovery, which will beft demonfixate 
who had the prior right to the territory. 

Thefe iflands were unqueftionably feen by Ca- 
rendifh-, in 15Q2. Captain Dampier had alfo a 
fight of them 3 and Sir Richard Hawkins falling 
I in. with them, named them, as has been already 
mentioned} Hawkins 9 ^ Maiden Land. $><&&&. ^e 
Wert foon after gave them the &^tM\^ *& 
Scbald's Ides, and under this name w^ trc\»3 
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down in the Dutch charts. Our countryman* 
Strong, vifiled them in l6s0 r and culled them 
Falkland's Jilands \ and it appears, that the hrtt 
Frenchman who touched there, was Gram, which 
v-as not till 1700. From this itote q£ the evi- 
dence, it is clear that ihe Englifh were the tirft 
vifuorsj and the French the la It, As to the Spa- 
niards, we do not find that [hey ever touched 
there; and their claim to the territory could reft 
only on the general occupation of the coait, or on 
the papal bull, which fa liberally gave them the 
new world, 00 its original difcovcry. 

As tnefc itlands have been the fubjrft of re- 
pented deputes, M. NervilJe.'s account of them, 
who refkled on the Settlement three years, may be 
interefting to our renders. This gentleman ob- 
ferves, that " on the firft arrival of the French, 
there was not an objed ifruck their view, that 
could induce them to take up their rcfiJcnce on 
fuch an inhofpi table more* except the cunimo- 
dioufnefs of the port. The land was in many 
places broken in upon by the fea; the mountains 
made the moft dcfolate appearance; the iielda 
looked dreary, for want of houfes and inhabit- 
ants ; an universal filence reigned, except when 
the fcreams of bird-;, or the howling of fome iea 
monfter, dillurbed the iblemn flillneis of the fcene; 
while a dull and gloomy famenefs of appearance, 
added horror to the whole pi&ure, 

" Though this was no tempting view, the ad- 
venturers knew that it might be improved by time 
und diligence, and that the labour of the induftri- 
Ous would not be irj vain. As a counterbalance 
forprefent inconveruencies,they ifcfo&eA,\k**Abft 
cl/mate poflkffcd thaj:kind of iieA^t.™\\tf*AvV€!K| 
to he friendly to icaltk aui lo^w^ > ^ ^ 
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therefore preferable to the noxious air of thofe 
more fertile regions, where the lickening inhabit- 
ants link under the fcorching heat of a vertical 
fun. The ifland produced a number of antiscor- 
butic vegetables; and the fifh and birds were ex- 
quifitely delicious. There were amphibious ani- 
mals in immenfe numbers; but none of the fierce 
or poifonous kind. Cafcades and rivulets de- 
volved from the mountains ; meadows, of an im* 
menfe extent, promifed conftant pafturage for any 
number of flocks and herds, which might feed in 
fecurity, undifturbed by any tyrant lord of the 
foil. Thefe advantages combined, in the opinion 
of the French, were fumcient to recompenfe 
them for the dangers and fatigues of fuch a dif- 
tani voyage, and were a pledge for the full reward 
of their future exertions. 

"The fituation of the Maulouine Wands, is be- 
tween 51 and 52, deg. 30 min.fouth latitude, and 
65 deg. 30 min. weft longitude from Paris* From 
the entrance of the Straights of Magellan, and 
from the coaft of Patagonia, their diftance is about 
two hundred and fifty miles. 

" The harbours are capacious and well flicker- 
ed, and frefh water is eafily obtained. The tides 
do not rife and fall at anv ftated time, but de- 
pend on the force with which the wind agitates 
the waves of the fea : it was however, observed, 
that jufl before high water, the fea rifes and fub* 
fides with a quick motion, thrice within the fpace 
of fifteen minutes j and that, at the full of the 
moon, the equinoxes, and folraces, this motion is 
greater than at other periods. 

" The winds from the uot& *tA ^*& *xfc 
mod prevalent, but they wry tt va c&ax wokl- 

*"'?? T iJ 8 ' however, rei&B&ftta, ^mx **£ 
vol* V. j^ -ssra 
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-winds rift: with the fun, incrcafe as he advances 
to the meridian, and blow With moil violence 
about noon j decrea fe again with the declin- 
ing fun, and totally ceafe about his letting, 
The tide alfo frequently adds to their violence, 
and not tmfrequently changes their direction. 
The quarter from whence they blow in winter, is 
& certain indication ot the weather. When they 
come from the fouth, hoar- troll, hail, and mow 
are the certain confequcneesj and the weather is 
wet and foggy > when they come from the oppo- 
site point* 

'* Theinnw that frlls is hut ftmll in quantity, 
and commonly disappears in a day or two, except 
what lodges on the f mum its of the high moun- 
tains* where it frequently remains two months. 
The running ftrearaa are never frozen, and th* 
lakes and ftagnant pools feldom are covered with 
ice, capable ot bearing a man, for two days fuc- 
cctfivcly. In the fpriog and autumn, there are 
light hoar-froth, which being converted to a kind 
of dew, by the warmth of the lun> are rather 
nouriflnng than injurious to vegetable nature. 

" Thunder and lightning are rare; nor is the 
climate hot or cold in any extraordinary degree. 
Throughout the whole year, the ftars generally 
fhine with great brilliance; and, on the whole, 
the climate was found favourable to the human 
conftitution. 

" The depth of the foil in the valleys is more 

than furTlcient for the purpofes of plowing; but 

before the fettlers could proceed to cultivation, 

they were obliged to extract the roots of the 

: phots, which every where \n\e.Tfe&e& arcA. voax.- 

ted the ground, to the depth oi * foA. T*«£% 
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roots, when dried and burned, proved a rich ma* 
nure. 

** The fea coafts are, in mod places, compofed 
of ftones, well adapted for building ; and there 
are alfo beds of a hard fine-grained done, in feve- 
ral parts of the iiland, belides veins of other kinds 
of ftones, interfperfed with particles of talc. The 
fettlers alfo found fome ftones, capable of giving 
an edge to their inftruments. 

" The iiland likewife yielded earth, capable of 
being manufactured into bricks and potter's ware, 
and plenty of fand and &ay. In many parts of the 
country were marines, which produced a fharp- 
pointed ruihj and the remains of their roots, 
which were continually decaying, formed the turf 
ufcd as fuel, which burned clear, without any of- 
f en five fmell. 

" They obferved a plant of the gramen kind, 
whofe (talk contained a faccharine juice, much 
relilhed by cattle. This plant flouriihes moil in 
the fmall iilands that line the fea -coaft, where it 
beads till the ftalks unite and form an arch, un- 
der which the fea-lions and feals occafionally 
retreat. In fevcral excurfions, the adventurers 
found thefe natural-built fheds an agreeable de- 
fence againft the inclemency of the weather; and 
the more lb, as the dry leaves, which had fallen 
off, compofed a kind of ruftic couch. The above- 
mentioned plant is the moft luxuriant that grows 
on the iiland ; for though there are feveral fhrubs, 
they are fmall and ftuntcd in their appearance. 

" A flirubby plant was discovered, which hav- 
ing been tatted, was thought tit for the brewing 
of beer. Fortunately, the colonitts were fuoplied 
with malt and molntYes, to which l\ve^ oAfc&. ^ 
fieer plant, and thus produced a nctj {A\fows» 
N 2 *^ 
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and palatable beverage, of fove reign efHcscy in 
the feurvy. This plant was Jikewife mfufed in 
water, and ufed as a bath with the belt eife&s. 
When pretfed, it yielded a mealy fubftancc of* 
fragrant frnell, and of a glutinous nature. The 
leaves were final), of a clear bright green, and 
dentated *, 

tf Other vegetables were found in great abun- 
dance, extremely ufefuj as antiforbutic* ; parti- 
cularly water-creiTea, forrel, wild parilev, and a 
fpecics of celery, A kind of refinous gum plant 
is indigenous here* which feems to be entirely 
unknown in other parts of the glvbe. It has nei- 
ther leaves, branches, nor any apparent ftalk, and, 
except in colour, which is that of a bright green, 
it more refembies a lump of earth, riling from 
the common furfaee of the ground, than a vege- 
table production* It grows to about the height 
of eighteen inches, and its breadth is from two 
feet to two yards, and upwards. The imaiier 
plants are hemifpherical, and their circumference 
~ is regular; but when they acquire their full fize, 
they terminate at the extremities in irregular 
bunches and cavities. On different parts of tlie 
furfaee, are drops of a yellow tenacious matter, 
about the fize of a pea, which have the imell of 
turpentine. M. Bougainville, having cut this 
curious plant clofe to the ground, found that it 
had a fhort ftalk, from which arofe an immenie 
number of (hoots, confiding of ftellated leaves, 
varying one within the other. The out fide of 
thefe ihoots are green, and the infides white; and 
they contain a vifcid milky juice, which like- 

# We lament , that the fpcciftc &ax?&tT *s& ^tro* «& <***. 
valuable pl*nt are not given. 
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wife refides in the root* and ftalks. The roots 
extending horizoatally, frequently produce frcih 
{hoots at a diitance, fo that there is no inftance of 
one of thefe plants being found alone. The re fin 
of this plant proved a good vulnerary. It would 
not diilblve* in fpirits. Some of the feeds were 
brought to Europe, in order to attempt.the culti- 
vation of fo lingular a curiofity in the vegetable 
world. 

" The ifland, on which the colonifts had taken 
up their refidence, is divided from eaft to weft by 
a chain of mountains, to the i'outh of which they 
found another plant, not unlike that juft describ- 
ed, which, however, did not yield any reiin, but 
produced beautiful yellow flowers. Its texture 
was lefs firm, nor was its green of the fame tinge: 
in other refpe&s, it bore a dole refemblance to 
the former." 

On the hills was likewife found a large fpecies 
of maidenhair, the leaves of which were enliform. 
The higher Situations alio abounded with a va- 
riety of plants, which had the appearance of hold* 
ing a middle ftation between ftones and vegeta- 
bles. It was apprehended, that thefe might have 
been fuccefsfuUy ufed in dyeing. 

Flowers are produced in a considerable variety; 
but few were remarkable for their fmell. Of 
fruits, they obferved one about the fize of a pea, 
which received the appellation of the lucet, from 
its refemblance to the North American fruit of 
that name. When ripe, it is reddilh, and fmell* 
moft agreeably, like the bloffoms of the orange 
tree. Its branches creep along the ground, pro- 
ducing dark green leaves, of a lucid appearance* 
Thefe leaves, infufed into m\\k, £\\fc\Vfc ^Xvcvrasafc 
taite. Betides the lucet, they foo&ii os&'j «** 
N 3 gtati 
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other fruit, which grows on long branches, like tfce 
fhrawberry, and has the appearance of the mul- 
berry^ which name it received. 

Few marine plants were obferved, which could 
be converted to any ufe; but all the coait was 
lined with fea-weeds, which affifted in breaking 
the force of the waves in ftormy weather* Many 
fpecies of corallines, of the moll beautiful variety 
of colours, and a great number of curious (hells 
and fpunges were wafted on foorej by the force 
of the tides. Among the ihells were the ftnouth 
and (Mated mufcle, fcallcps, whelks, and a bivalve 
of lingular conftru&inn, named la \ tmlettc, 

Sej -lions and feals are the only amphibious 
animals found on the coaft* but there are great 
varieties of Sib, almoft entirely unknown in Eu- 
rope. The bones of animals, of vaft magnitude, 
were fome times found far inland j from whence 
It is probable, that the foil has increafed, or the 
fea has been contra&ed. 

The only quadruped found on thefe iflands, is 
an animal called the / wolf-fox, a kind of interme- 
diate breed between tbofe two quadrupeds. The 
tail of this creature, is more bufliy than that of 
the wolf; and it lives under ground, in a kennel 
it prepares for itfelf. At one feafon of the year f 
the wolf-fox appears as if almoft ftarved j that he 
fads himfelf, is not very probable, and there is no 
apparent diminution of his ufual food, which is 
wild-fowl. He is about the (ize of the ihepherd's 
dog, and barks very much like one, though not fo 
loud. In hunting for his prey, he always travels 
in a direct line, fo that, w hen our adventurers firft 
difyovered his track, they £uj£ofe&\!ta'\^TA <««*»> 
inhabited. 

c 
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Among the land and fea fowls, of the rapacious 
kind, which are produced here in immenie num- 
bers, are falcons, hawks, eagles, and owls. The 
eggs and young birds are the common food of the 
wolf- fox, while the fmaller fiih are deftroyed by 
the whales, feals, and rapacious birds that are con- 
stantly on the wing. Thus mutual ravage reigns; 
and the weak, as is the cafe throughout all nature, 
become the victims of the flrong. 

The Mauloui e fwan is perfectly white, except 
the feet and neck 5 the former are flcm-coloured, 
and the latter is as black as jet. Of wild geefe 
there are four fpecies, only one of which feeds on 
dry ground. The legs and neck of this fpecies 
•re uncommonly long; it walks and Hies with 
great facility, and does not cackle like the com- 
mon goofe. It feldom lays more than iix eggs, 
and the male is diftinctly marked by his colours. 
The flavour of thefe birds is agreeable, and they 
are found to be very nourifhing. Exclufive of 
thofe which Were hatched on the ifland, large 
flocks arrived in autumn with a wefterly wind, 
which being caught in great abundance, formed 
a principal part of the fettlers fupplies for a feafon. 

The other three fpecies of geefe are lefs beau- 
tiful than the preceding, and as they fubflft en- 
tirely on fiih, the flefh acquires a difagreeable 
flavour, fo as to be alrooft unfit for ufe. Their 
down, however, is uncommonly fine, and in coun- 
tries, where luxuries are known, would be highly 
valuable. 

The rivers and ponds abound in two fpecies of 
wild-ducks, and the fame number of teal, which 
w their habitudes, and in other refneGU* tefemble 
thofe of Europe. The chief difiim&iom *x<t ^ 
colour and fize. 
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This iflarul likcwifc produces a bird, which 
M. Bougainville calls the diver. Of thele diver 
are two kimlii> That which is moil numerous, 
has brown feathers, with no other variation, 
than that the plumage on the belly is tome what 
lighter than on the bark. The belly of the other 
fpecies is while, and the hack grey. The eyes of 
thefe birds have ihe kiftre of mbiesy and ore en- 
cirHed with ft ring of white feathers. The fe- 
male hatches only twn at a time* which hhc carries 
on her back, nor commits tbcm to the water, till 
they have acquired their feathers. The toes of 
thefe birds are quite thin, and being round to- 
wards the claw, and green, are not unlike the 
leaves of fome pbnU. Their feet arc not webbed 
as ii uiual among marine fowls; but the toe* 
have a it rung membrane on each fide. 

The colonics gave the name of faw-bilJs, to 
two kinds; of birds, which bore a great fimiliturie 
to each other, the chief difference confuting in 
their tize, and a few variations of colour. The 
plumage of thefe birds is foft as filk, and very ' 
dole. Their feet are webbed and flefh-coloured, 
and their bills iharp pointed. They are gregari- 
ous, and lay their eggs on the rocks. The fet- 
tlers not only drew lubfiftence from the ovarious 
productions of thefe bird*, but alfo from the fleih $ 
killing numbers of them at a time. So little 
timidity did they {hew, that they fuffered them- 
felves to be knocked down with a flick. 

A bird, called by the Spaniards quebranta- 

hueflbs, which meafures more than two yards, 

from the extremity of its wings, commits great 

depredations among the fci\v-\>\\\* •, radAtey* in 

their turn, prey on filh, oi vAV\c\\ ihey w&aw 

rati, yuan titics. This .large, iwgi&wa Yfc^V** * 
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<g bill, with two hollow tubes of the fame fub- 

nce as the beak, and webbed feet. Some mari- 

xs have given this bird the name of the albatrofs, 

it it differs con iiderably from the common bird of 

lat appellation ; nor is it pollible, from the imper- 

s€t description of M. Bougainville, to allign its 

>articular fpecies. 

Gulls and mews, of the moft beautiful plum- 
age, ferved to direcl: our colonilts, to the proper 
feafon and fituation for catching pilchards. Thefe 
birds fly in flocks, clofe over the furface of the 
water, and when they fee a pilchard, dart on it 
and fwallow it; and when they have got a frcih 
one, they difgorge that which they had previous- 
ly devoured. When the pilchards are not in 
leafon, they feed on various other kinds of fmall 
fifii. 

The eggs of thefe birds are depofitcd, in abun- 
dance* on the leaves of a plant near the marlhcs, 
and they proved to be good eating. 

Three kinds of penguins breed on the ifland j 
one is a remarkably grand and elegant bird ; the 
belly is a bright white; the back a kind of blue, 
and it has a beautiful ruff, of a vivid yellow, 
which, defcending towards the belly, fepa rates 
the white feathers from the blue ones. 

One of thefe birds, being caught with an in- 
tention of carrying it to France, foon grew f< 
tame, that it followed its feeder about the deck 
it was fupplied with bread, fifh, and flefli ; but i 
fpite of all the care that could be taken for i 
prefervation, it gradually wafte^ away, and 
laft died. 

The fecond kind of penguins, is what has be 
vfually defcribed by voya^eta. T\\<i \&\\^ 
*rc gregarious, laying thevr ejjim \X\&Vv^ 
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of the rocks. They are much fmailer than the 
others, and were called hopping penguins, from 
their ftyle of moving. They have a circle of 
gold -coloured feathers round their eyes, and a 
tuft of the fame colour, which they erect when 
they are difpleafed. This bird has a very cheer- 
ful look: its general colour U a deep yellow. 

At different times in the year, three kind* of 
peterels reforted hiiher. One fpecies was quite 
white, with a red bil! t and not unlike a pigeon: 
the fecond fpecies is larger* and the third Iris, 
The two iatt have white feathers on the bejly, 
while every other part CI black. 

Eagles were alfo fern, of three different fpecies $ 
two of which are bkick T with white and yellow- 
feet ; and the other is a dutky brown. All thefc 
fubfill on lnipes and other fmall birds, of which- 
they deftroy amazing numbers. Egrets, a fpecici 
of heron, were frequently obferved on the ifland: 
they make a difagreeable noife, not much unlike, 
the barking of a dog. They feldom leave their 
retreats, to feed, till towards the evening. 

Two kinds of thruihes annually reforted to this 
ifland, about autumn; one was of the fame colour 
as the European* thi uih ; the other was yellow, 
except on the belly, which was fpotted with 
blatlc. A third fpecies of thrufh was a native of 
the place : its feet were white; the bill red; arid 
the feathers black and white. This bird whittled 
a kind of note, which the French -found it eafy to 
imitate ; and, by that means, came near enough to 
catch them without much trouble. 

Great numbers of curlews, of the European. 
kind, were conftantly feen in fummeti, aud fiu^es 
were mod abundant, Thefe weie es&Vj fc\c^ ** 
bejr always £/ in a regular dixe&vou. \>w\yv^ 
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the feafon of incubation, they afcend to a great 
height, and having foared fbme time in the air, 
they drop at once into their nefts, which are built 
on the ground, where it is raoft free from gra is 
or other herbage. Towards the decline of the 
year, the fnipes were found to be delicious eat- 
ing. 

Of the fiih taken in great plenty on the coaffo 
of the Maulouine lilands, one fpecies was named 
the mullet, from the great likenefs it bears to the 
European fifh of that name. The colonitts dried 
many of them, full three feet long. The feala 
are very fond of thefe fiih 5 but, by a natural in- 
ftin&, they are taught to avoid their voracious 
purfuers, by theltering themfelves in holes among 
ilimy ground, near the banks of rivers, where, 
their reforts being difcovered, they are eafily 
taken. 

A fifh, called the gardeau, about a foot long, 
and another named the fardine, were among the 
marine productions that were moil eileemed. 
Some eels were found in the cavities of rocks, ac- 
celfible by the tide. 

It would be almoft endlefs to enumerate every 
fpecies of fiih found on this prolific coail ; v and 
from what has already been mentioned in regard 
to- the fifh and fowls of this climate, it will 
appear, that nature has been fufBciently boun- 
tiful, and that the arts of cultivation might 
have made Falkland's lilands a iituation to be 
defired, as far as the comforts of animal life 
were concerned. But though the means of fub- 
fiftence is one great object in fettling a new coun- 
try, other things fhould be taksu uvto^^fe^ 
among people ufed to c\V\\\zaX\otv^ 'wA. v^> ^^ 
Sweets of Society. Merely to \Wfc» ot V» Y^^^V 
2 ^ 
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in the estimation of inch will be Loo little. With 
all the luxuries and charms of Otaheite, few 
would wiJh to leave their native land and con- 
nections, to fettle there for ever. The love of 
one's own country is a powerful principle of ac- 
tion - f and happy is it for mankind that it is Jo 
deeply and univerfally impreiied on the heart: 
it is the fource of many virtues, and the left of 
generous feelings, which thofe can never know, 
by whom climate is difregarded, and who boaft 
their indifference to local titration. 

Few of our readers are ignorant of the difpute 
between Spain and Great Britain relative to Falk- 
land's lilands, or of the manner in which it was 
terminated. It happened in that cafe, aei it ge- 
nerally does in fimilar concerns, Where few are 
competent to judge, that, while fome were extol- 
ling the country as an earthly paradifc, others re- 
presented it as a defolate and barren fpot, not 
worth the flight eft contention. Truth generally 
1 ies b e t ween ex trem es . T b e a ccou n t we h av e j u It 
given will indicate a foil not barren ; yet it pro- 
duced nothing but what might be found in any 
country, with lefs labour and lefs riik. It had 
neither mines nor metals to ftimulate adventure ; 
and unlefs it could have been converted into a 
depot for a contraband trade with the Spaniards, 
it was certainly of little value to any other nation* 
After waiting till the 2d of June l/^7> * n ex- 
pectation of being joined by the Etoile ftore ihip, 
which did not arrive, M. Bougainville began to 
reflect, that as his veffel was not capable of con- 
. tahung more than fix months (lores, and that he 
bad only enough for two on Y^o^i^Sx.^ivqSA^a. 
an a€t ofinexcufable raftinefe to attecfigt. mrita^ 
the great Pacific Ocean atone Bft,^«^nw 
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rcfolvcd to fleer for Rio Janeiro, at which place 
he tfad appointed the Etoile to rendezvous, in 
cafe any unforefeen accident fhould prevent her 
reaching Falkland's I Hands before his departure 
thence. 

During thjs navigation, M. Bougainville had 
favourable weather. On the 20th of June he 
came in fight of the mountains of Brafil, and 
next day approached the entrance of Rio Ja- 
neiro. A number of fiihing boats being ob- 
ferved near the fhore, M. Bougainville hoifted 
Portuguefe colours, and ordered a cannon to be 
fired ; on which a boat put off to the fhip, and a 
pilot was engaged to conduit her into port. 

The coaft of this country is broken by a num- 
ber of fmall hills, which give an agreeable diver- 
lity to the profpeft. The land is rather moun- 
tainous, and well clothed with woods. 

The Boudeufe having arrived off Santa Cruz, 
a Portuguefe officer was difpatched to enquire 
into her deftination 5 on which the captain fent 
one of his lieutenants to acquaint the viceroy of 
the Brafils with his motives for touching there, 
and to demand whether the compliment weuld 
be returned, if he fhould falute the fort. The 
governor haughtily replied, that when a perfon 
bowed to another whom he might cafually meet 
in ihe ftreet, he was not previoufly certain that 
his obeifance would be returned ; and that if M. 
Bougainville fhould fire his guns by way of falute, 
it would then be a matter of confideration how 
to a&. In confcquence of this infolent meffage, 
the French commander withheld his falute, and 
the matter patted over in fiience. 
Meanwhile, a canoe was d\ftp*\c\\e& fcom "ft\*. 
captain of the Etoile, to inform ^^o\ss>vw*^ 
Vox.. V. O 
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of the fafe arrival of that veifel, which now lay 
in ilie port, The commander, M, de la Glnu- 
dais, farther informed him, that inftead of leav- 
ing France in the month of December, a* w*s 
intended, various act i dents bad conipir<*d 10 de- 
tain him two month* beyond that time^ and 
when he had fcreii three months at fea, his rig- 
ging was found lb much damaged, and his vetiel 
admitted fo much water, that he was obliged to 
make the harbour of Montevideo, whence he (ail- 
ed for his prefcut rhtion, where he had only arw 
rived a few day* before the EoudeuLe. 

The Etolle had fait provisions on board, fuffi- 
cient to fupply both Jliips for nearly eighteen 
months ; bur as her rtoek of bread was adequate 
only to the coofumption of feven weeks, M. Bou- 
gainville refolded to proceed to Rio de la Plata, 
to take in a flock ; as neither bread, bifcuit, nor 
flour conld be retained where they lay. 

Soon after feciiring the (hip, M. Bougainville, 
and his principal officers, paid a vifit to the vice- 
roy, which was returned ou board within three 
days. The viceroy was folicited, and gave per- 
mitfion for the purchafe of a (loop, which the ad-» 
venturers thought might be ferviceable during 
the long voyage which they had in contemplation. 
It feems, however, that the chaplain of the Etoile 
had been murdered fome days" before the arrival 
of the Boudeufe, under the very windows of the 
viceroy's palace ; and though a promife was made 
that the perpetrators of this horrid crime fhould 
be fearched for, in order to puniih them, the 
viceroy appeared very remifs in the execution of 
this necefiary aft of juftice. Viewer vYut o^vcacrcw 
the French conceived of trim v. T as vvox. Vke, m<^ 
favourable. JVevexthelek he bdiav^ <wV0& ^rax 
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apparent politenefs to the French officers for fe- 
deral days after this viiit ; and even fignified his 
intention of entertaining them with an elegant 
collation among the beautiful orange and jefTa- 
mine bowers, which adorned the banks of the ri- 
Ttrr -j and he actually gave orders that a box at 
the opera ibould be ailigned for their reception, 
vhere they faw a company of mulattoes perform 
fome of the beft pieces of Metaftatio, while the 
competitions of the firft geniufes of Italy were ex- 
ecuted by an orcheftra, under the direction of a 
hump-backed pried in canonicals. 

At this time the Morning Star, a French iliip, 
and a Spaniard, named the Diligent, lay in the 
road. The Spanilh captain had been detained, 
by the moft artful conduct, no lefs than eight 
months, during all which time he had not been 
able to procure the articles neceflary for the re- 
pair of his veflel, and without which it was-im- 
poffible for her to proceed on her voyage. In 
this dilemma, he applied to M. Bougainville for 
the affiilance of his carpenters and caulkers, who 
were immediately fent from both the {hips under 
bis command. 

The Spaniards were furprifed at the complai- 
sance with which the gentlemen on board the 
French, veffels were treated by this fupercilious 
governor, and intimated that they muft not long 
expe& fuch a lhare of his favourable attention. 
This prediction was foon after verified : for 
though he had permitted M. Bougainville to pur- 
chafe a iloop, as has been mentioned, his excel- 
lency thought proper to forbid the delivery of it ; 
and notwithfianding they had contracted with 
him in perfon for fome t\w\bet frues\ \k^ \*s^ 
dockyards, he afterwards ftew favim^^V^* 
0% *» 
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lions he had voluntarily entered into. Be even 
carried his rudenels to tar as to refufe M. Bou« 
gainville, and the gentlemen of bia Jlnp, permif- 
iion to lodge in a boufe they had rented near the 
town, while th^ir veflel w;ih under repair. 

Convinced of the chicanery of the viceroy, M. 
Bougainville refolded to wait on him, with pro- 
per remonftrances on the line of condufl he had 
puriued ; but his excellency refufed to fee hira, 
and even commanded him to leave the houTe. 
M. Bougainville refufed to comply, and kept Em 
feat fome time after the guardb had been called 
to force him into a compliance. Not long after 
this tamfa£tioDj an additional number of guns 
were planted round the palace, and the viceroy 
commanded, that every Frenchman , found in the 
Itreet after iun-fet^ flxmM be taken into cuftody- 

Banimment and a priion were the fate of two 
of the Portuguese officers, for having behaved 
with civility to AL Bougainville ^ and the French, 
apprehending that the tyrannical difpqfition of 
Count d'Acunha, the viceroy, might impel him 
to farther a&s.of feverity and aggreflion, it was 
determined to quit the <road. The captain of a 
Spaniih man of war politely fupplied the commo- 
dore with fome timber for the immediate repairs 
of his vefTel, and an inhabitant of Rio Janeiro 
furni (lied fome other neceilary articles. 

As M. Bougainville has communicated feveral 
interefting particulars relative to this fplendid 
appendage to the crown of Portugal, not to be 
met with in other voyages, we ihall lubjoin them. 

" The mines," lays our author, " which lie 
neareft to Rio Janeiro, ate otve VvoxAxtd. md 
twenty miles diftant, and are dracHxfcMtak >&& 
**XKxal Mines. The Kins of Yotxxx^\, -vV* x^ 
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ceives a fifth fhare of their produce, reaps annu- 
ally from them about one hundred and twelve 
arobas of gold. 

" There are alio mines at Sero Frio, Sabarra, 
and Rio de$ Mortes, which are under the direc- 
tion of the fuperintendants of the general mines. 
Near Sero Frio is a river, the dream of which 
being diverted from its uiual channels, diamonds, 
topazes, chryfolites, and other jewels are found 
among the pebbles; nor are any diamonds brought 
from the Brafils, except what are found in this 
manner, and in this river. 

" The precious ftones, thus- found, are deemed 
the property of the owners of the mines : but his 
Portuguefe Majeiry has appointed a furveyor, 
to whom tkey mull account with the utmoft ex- 
a&nefs for what diamonds are found. Thefc 
the furveyor puts into a caiket with three locks, 
the viceroy keeping one. of the keys, the pro-, 
vador de hazienda reale the fecond, and the 
furveyor the third. This caiket, and the keys? 
with which it is locked, are then put into a fe- 
cond caiket, on which thefe gentlemen affix their 
ieals, and this again is placed in a third, which 
the viceroy folely feals, and then {hips the trea- 
sure for Portugal, where the coffers are opened 
in the prefence of his Moft Faithful Majefty ; 
who having fele&ed fuch jewels as he fancies, the 
owners of the mines are paid for them at a rate 
fiipulated by previous agreement. 

" The number of Haves employed in fearching 
for diamonds is about eight hundred; and for- 
the daily labour of each of thefe, the -king re- 
ceives a Spanlih dollar from the uroutietors of 
the mines. Though it is extxcm&Y^ taw^x^^At* 
O 3 teas* 
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fecrete a diamond, the temptation is often too 
itrong to be ratified, Whca a perfon is dete&ed 
in this illicit trade, if he is in affluent circum- 
fiances, he is frntenred to make refiitution, and 
twice the value befiues, to ftuffer a year's impri- 
fonment, and then to be baniihed to Africa for 
lite. 

** But fliould the offender be indigent, inftead 
of allowing this to extenuate his guilt, he is ge- 
nerally doomed to Airier capital puuiihment. 

"In every difirift of the BrafiJti, where gold Is 
found, a place is tftabliihed where it mutt be 
carried, and the king's duty paid : the reft is then 
fent to Itio Janeiro, where it is formed into 
wedges, and iu that ftate returned to the owners. 
The wedges being nu sobered, are ftamped with 
the royal arms. They are Jikewife aftayed, and 
the quantity of alloy is expretfed on every wedge, 
to facilitate the coinage. 

" At Pray buna, about ninety miles from Rio 
Janeiro, refides an officer for regiftering the in- 
gots belonging to private perfons $ and, as this 
place mull of neceflity be pafled in the road to 
and from the mines, two military officers are fta- 
tioned here, having fifty men under their com- 
mand, whofe bufinefs it is ftrictly to examine 
paflengers, and thus to prevent any illicit trade. 
At this place too, exclufive of the tax to the 
king, men and boats are afletfed with a toll of a 
rial and a half each, which is equally divided be- 
tween his Portuguefe Majetfy and the officers aud 
foldi'ers. 

" The gold belonging to private perfons being 
registered here, is then earned to 'fcXo 3«&&yi** 
where the proprietors are paid m teak-&o\&\oaw^ 
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.wortfi about thirty {hillings fterling ? but there 
is a drawback to the king of about four fhillings 
and fix pence on each. 

u The mint at Rio Janeiro is a very noble 
building, admirably adapted' for the purpofe of 
an extenfive coinage, which is performed with 
the utmoft expedition ; and difpatch is indeed 
very neceflary, as two Portuguefe fleets annually 
arrive about the time that the gold is brought 
from the mines. 

u One of thefe fleets comes from Lifbon, the 
other from Oporto. They import into the Brafils 
coarfe cloth, provifions, and luxuries, which oc- 
casions Rio Janeiro to be a place of con fider able 
trade. All commodities, on being landed here, 
are charged with ten per centage duty to the 
king ; and foon after the earthquake at Lilbon 
in 1755, to affift in repairing that cataftrophe, 
two and a half more were added, which have 
never been withdrawn. 

" In the diftri&s of Pratacon and Quiaba it is 
laid there are diamond mines, but thefe are not 
allowed to be worked, left the market ihould be 
overftocked 5 for it is evident, that to increafe 
the quantity of diamonds would diminish the 
value. 

" The expence of the government of Brafil, 
civil and military, and of working and fuperin- 
tending the mines, amounts to about one hundred 
arjd forty-five thoufand pounds annually, and the 
revenues arifing from this valuable fettlement 
cannot be estimated at lefs than half a million.*' 

M. Bougainville, difgufted with the behaviour 
of the viceroy, refolved to proceed \ **A, *£«r&- 
fogly* left Rio Janeiro on the \5V\\ <&V&1 VW 1 
In company with the EtOite* Q^<S»\^ 



132 HQUGAIKVltLlS VOYAGE. 

Boudeufe fuflered fonie damage in her rigging 
from the violence cf the wind; but the lots wat 
foon repaired. 

It lliutild be obfmrcd, that on board M. Bon*- 
gainvilles fhip was a profetfor of aftrouomy, who 
made the expedition with a view of difcovering 
the longitude at fea \ and- as an eclipfe of the 
fun was to happen on die 25th, great hopes were 
entertained thut an opportunity wotiM thereby be 
obtained of making the long- winded- for diicovcry. 
It happened j however, that ihefe fanzine expec- 
tations were entirely fnul rated by the interven- 
tion of clouds, which obfeured the face of the 
fun alraoft during the whole continuance of the 
eclipfe. To this di fa pp omtment the French af- 
troriomer whs, probably, indebted for a prolonged 
enjoyment of the pleafing vifirms his faney had 
formed ; for though the deepeft mathematicians 
have long employed their ibidies to difcover this 
grand detkleratum in navigation, and probably 
will continue to do fo till the end of time, w« 
confider the modes now pra&ifed of afeertaining 
the longitude as nearly as perfect as the ingenui- 
ty of man will ever be able to difcover 3 and as 
being equal to every practical ufe. 

On the morning of the 28th, our voyagers had 
fight of the Caftilles, at the diftance of more than 
ten leagues, They faw the entrance of a bay, 
where it was fuppofed the Spaniards had ereeled 
a fort. The (hips entered the Rio de la Plata, on 
the following day, and had a view of the Maldo- 
nados. In the evening of the 31(1, they came to 
an anchor in the Bay of Montevideo. 
The veffek being fecured, t\\e ^oxetwcK Wv * 
gentleman on board M. BougaumWe.'* ft\v£>^\\<* 
tcqtmntod him that moil o£ tV» jcfo&u\*AY*tf* 

\ 
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regions had been lately feized, and their eftatcs 
confifcated, in confequence of an order from the 
court of Spain ; and it feemed that thefe victims 
of fuperior power had not attempted refinance, 
but bore their misfortunes with patient fortitude. 
No lefs than forty of them had been carried away 
in the veffels which brought the orders for their 
difgrace. 

As it was unfafe to leave their prefent flation 
till after the equinox/ M. Bougainville's firft 
care was to build an hofpital for the lick, and to 
take lodgings at Montevideo. 

This being done, he repaired to Buenos Ayres, 
in order to expedite the fupplies he wanted, for 
which he was to pay the fame price as the Xing 
of Spain ufually gave for the fame commodities. 
When M. Bougainville arrived here, it is natural 
to fuppofe, that the conduct of the Viceroy of 
Bio Janeiro was the fubject of cohverfation with 
the Spaniih governor ; who, having felt himfelf 
aggrieved by the treatment {hewn to his nation, 
had tranfmitted a narrative of this haughty offi- 
cers proceedings to the court of Spam. Don 
Francifco BuccarelH, the governor general of Bue- 
nos Ayres, fhewed himfelf fo well difpofed to af- 
tfttt M. Bougainville with the fupplies defired, 
that, in lefs than three weeks, two veffels failed 
for Montevideo, laden with flour and bifcuits, for 
the ufeof the French fhips, by which conveyance 
M. Bougainville returned, leaving an inferior of- 
ficer to fuperintend the remaining provifton bufi» 
nefs. 

Having nearly completed their ftores, they be* 
gan to think of departing foon, when au accident 
happened, that unexpectedly &etame& Xk^caAocofc 
weeks. A Spaniih regifter fti\\> Y*€ytv%*V«m&» 
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nrar them, during a violent hurricane in tbf 
night, broke from her moorings, and driving 
tgaiaft the Etoile, carried away part of the head 
of that veifd, and fnapped her bowfprit level with 
the deck* This unfortunate event, rendered it 
abfolutclyneceilary for her to undergo a complete 
repair \ but as there was not a foffirient fupplv of 

'timber at Montevideo, Don Buccmelli graurni 
his peiiniilion for her proceeding farther up the 
river, to Encenada dc Baragan, in the bay of 
which ihc was put in a proper condition for fra 
by the 2 Hi of O&ober, and began to take in the 
necctfliry provisions. 

In the road of Encenada, M, Bougainville fonnd 
a frigate and feveral merchants thips bound to 
Europe $ be (ides two veiTels freighted with am- 
munition and proviiiona for tbe fettlement at 
Falkland's I llano's* after landing which, they were 
to proceed to the Sooth Seas, to take onboard the 
jefuits of Chili and Peru. Two Xtfbeeks likewife 
Jay there laden with prefents from hU Cathojic 
Majeity to the inhabitants of Term del Fuego, in 
return .for their humane attention to the crew of 
the Conception, which bad been wrecked on their 
coaft about two years before. This gratitude in 
the court of Spain, was no lefs honourable thaa 
politic; and it is with plea fure we remark any 
inftance of humanity in thofe who are, perhaps 
injurioufly, reputed to be favages; or of mild 
condefcenfion in fuch as boaft their pre-eminence 
in the arts of civilization. 

- M. Bougaiovilie obferves, that the inhabitants, 
on the banks of the Encenada de Baragan, live 

in mean hats, conftru&ed of \m\& ttc^xxfo^ -&sn1 

covered with leather, in a foW fo ft.«\\, ^Asaxc^ 

fy to produce the fitnplc neceffiatVe* oi Y\te- ^^ 
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About this time two Spa ni ill regifter (hips ar- 
rived in great diftrefs; and M. Bougainville had 
thehappinefs, in return for the civilities received 
from their countrymen, of contributing to their 
relief, and of bringing them fafely to an anchor 
at Montevideo. From the Encenada* the Etoile 
failed on the 30th of October, and next day was 
followed by the Boudeufe, having on board pro- 
visions for ten months. In their paifage to Mon- 
tevideo, they had the misfortune to lofe three 
men, by one of the boats running foul of the fhip 
in wearing: it was with difficulty that two others 
were laved, and the boat recovered. 

Soon after they let fail, a ftorm overtook them, 
in which they loft much of their live flock, and 
received other trivial damage. , 

For fome time they had variable winds and 
violent currents, which drove the fhip into 45 
deg. fouth latitude. At length they made Cape 
Virgin, fo named by Sir John Narborough. 

In this paflage they law many albatrofies, pe- 
terels, penguins, feals, and whales. The ikins of 
the latter had a lingular appearance of being co- 
vered with fmail worms, limilar to thofe which 
are tcund at the bottoms of veflels that lie long 
in port. 

In a fhort time after they defcried Cape Virgin, 
they made Terra del Fuego, and for many fuccef- 
five days experienced nothing but contrary winds 
and ftonr.s. A breeze, partially favourable, 
fpringbig up on the 3d of December, they at- 
tempted to reach the mouth of the Straights; 
but a calm uiul thick fog fuccet ding, they were 
induced, for fecurilj', to fteer to the weftward. 

The tallowing day they flood u> fox \*\A *^£v** 
with a favourable "wind j but \lxfc xivxx *xA>&w 
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weal her obfcuring the coaft, they were obliged to 
keep the fea. An interval of clear weather gave 
them hopes once more of being able to eater the 
Straights j but the wind foon changing, and the 
fog returning, they were under the neceilhy of 
lying between the main land and the two mores 
of Terra del Fuego. 

Same day the forefail of the Boudeufe was fpli 
by the fury of the winds j and as they were in 

' more than twenty fathoms water, they determine 
ed to feud under bare poles, left they Humid run 
foul of fome breakers in the vicinity of Cape Vir- 
gin. 

A number of fruitlefs attempts were made to 
enter the Straights* Sometimes they thought 
thcmielvcs certain ofefte&ingthis, and then agaitt 
were difappointed. At one time the winds were 
adverfej at another, the currents wafted them 
out of their courfe. 

On the 7th they advanced fo far as to have 
light of Cape Orange, which forms the firft nar- 
row pafs in the Straights. This pafs M. Bougain- 
ville denominates a gut. It is full forty miles 
from Cape Virgin to this gut, and for this fpace 
the, Straights are of different breadths j but fel- 
dom lefs than from five to feven leagues. On the 
north coaft the land is lofty, and pre Cents a regu- 
lar appearance, as far as Cape PorTellion, in the 
bays of which are feveral dangerous rocks, to 
which Sir John Narborough has given thewhim- 
fical name of the Afs's Ears. 

When the French had entered this paflage with 
a frefh gale and all their fails let, the tide ran 
with fuch force againft them, t\v&\. \.\\vj ^iw. 

driven backwards inftead of a&vatvdw^. \xv\>asi 
evooing, iowever, they xeactaft. fcoft^ou "fcatf, 
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and next day, by the favour of a ftrong breeze, 
they Hemmed the tide, and tacked through the 
firft narrow entrance of the gut with the wind 
againft them. 

During the preceding night they had obferved 
fires along the fhore, and on the morning of the 
8th, they dil covered a white flag, which the Pa- 
tagonians had erected on a riling ground, on 
which the white flag was ordered to be hoifted at 
the maft head of each vefiel. The flag which 
the Patagonians difplayed had been given them 
by the commander of the Etoile, when that ihip 
lay there in June 1J66 j and it was a proof of the 
care of the natives, that they had preferved it, 
and of their judgment and obfervation, in know- 
ing how to. ule it upon this occafion. 

As the {hips were failing along, a number of 
men, clothed in lkins, were obferved on Terra 
del Fuego, who tried to keep pace with the ihips, 
by running along the fliore, frequently beckon- 
ing with their hands, as if they wifhed the voy- 
agers to flop. 

According to the Spanifh accounts, the inha- 
bitants of that part of Terra del Fuego are much 
lefs ferocious in their manners than mod other In- 
dians. At the time M. Bougainville failed from 
Hio de la Plata, a Spanifh ihip was on the point 
of proceeding with a cargo of priefts, to convert 
thefe people to Chriftianity. 

The Boudeufe having come to an anchor in 
Jtoucault's Bay, feveral officers from each veflel, 
well armed, embarked in boats, and landed at 
the bottom of the bay. 

The rowers were ordered to remavti aud kee^ 
the boats a£oaX\ No fooner were tYitfe. ^yeo&a- 
men landed, than a few of the natae* cwk**^ 
.Vol. Y. p Sa 
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ing up to them full fpeed ; and having advanced 
within fifty yards, they difmounted and eame tur- 
w^rds, pronouncing the word Shawa. 

The Indians having tome up clofe, extended 
their arms and fhook hands with the French, em- 
bracing them, and repeating Ibawa, which word 
Bougainville and his officers returned. The Pa- 
tagonian*, in general* feemed to be much pleated 
with the ibcicty of their new friends; but it was 
obfervabie, that fomeof them betrayed fymptomi 
of fear in their countenances. This feniatiou, 
however, was foon removed, by the hofpitality of 
the officers, who, fending totbe ihip for refresh- 
men Is, entertained the Indians, and found U»em 
grateful for whatever was prefented to them. 

More of the natives foon approached, bringing 
with them fome children. They expreiVed no 
furprife at the tight of their vifitants, and feemed 
not unacquainted with the ufe of tire arms, as 
appeared by iheir imitating the report of a gun, 
probably to difplay their knowledge. 

The good nature of thefe people was manifeft- 
ed in all their actions. Some of the French gen- 
tlemen being engaged in collecting plants, the 
Patagonians no fooner obferved what kinds they 
feemed to notice, than they immediately began to 
pull up and bring them the fame forts. 

One of them, obferving an officer botanizing, 
ran up to him, and pointing to his eye, which 
had received an injury, intimated his wifli, that 
fome herb might be fhewn him which would cure 
his malady. This was juftly deemed a conclu five 4 
argument, that they were not ignorant of the mc- 
dical powers of plants. 
M. -Bougainville received from^m * wxKsfc** 
ofiheikins of the guanico auA otiaat \>e*^v^w 
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change for a few trinkets on which they feenied 
to fet a high value. Some of the officers being 
drefled in fcarlet, the natives advanced and ftrok- 
ed them with their hands, apparently delighted 
with every thing of that colour. They alfo made 
fig as for fome tobacco, and as often as they were 
indulged, cried out lhawa, in a loud and unplea- 
lant tone of voice. 

A fmall quantity of brandy being prefented to 
each of the Patagonians, they no fooner drank it 
than they ftruck their hands a gain ft their thrpats, 
and blew with their mouths, fo as to produce a 
kind of trembling found, at the conclusion of 
which their lips quivered in a lingular manner. 
As the evening came on, the French retired to 
their fhips, on which the amicable natives exprelT- 
ed great concern, and by figns intimated that 
they wilhed for their longer (lay ; on which they 
were given to understand that their vifitors would 
return next day. 

They now accompanied M. Bougainville and 
his party to the boats ; while one of them fung 5 
and on reaching the (bore, they went into the 
water as far as the boats; and tempted by the 
light of fcveral articles that pleafed them, they 
fbewed a difpofition to engrofs them, but made 
no refinance, v hen they found that they were not 
to be parted with. 

As, the boats were rowing off, many more of the 
natives were obferved galloping down to the 
beach, and their favourite word lhawa was reite- 
rated till the boats were out of hearing. M. 
Bougainville fays, that among tbefe Indians 
were fome that were feen by the crew of the 
Etoile, in 1?66. They are Te^iefevteA *& V\sv^ 
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well imde, and of the fame ftature as mention^ 
by other voyagers. The lize of their Jimb>> the 
largenefs of their heads, aod the breadth of their 
ihoulders, according to our author, make thefe 
people conlidcrcd as gigantic. Fed on nutritious 
fare, inhabiting a climate that inures them to 
toll j it is no wonder that they are mufcular, and 
attain to a full lize, They* had fparkling eyes 
and fine teeth ; and among them fouie might be 
regarded as comely men. 

Some wore long thin whifkera j and all had 
their long black hair tied on the crown of their 
heads. The cheeks of fame were painted red. 
Their language has an agreeable and melodioui 
found. Our v ovagers did not fee any females, 
though it was conjectured that they were at no 
great di fiance* 

The greatett part of the body of the Patagoni- 
ans Is naked, though the feverity of the climate 
is fuch, as apparently to require the warmefl: at* 
tice. Though it was the Cummer feafon, while 
M, Bougainville was here, there was only a Angle 
day on which the thermometer was obferved to 
rife ten degrees above the freezing point. 

Some Imall knives, of the Englilh manufacture, 
were obferved among them, which were probably 
the gift of Commodore Byron. Their arms confid- 
ed of a twiftsd gut, in the two extremities of which 
a round pebble was inclofed; and weapons of that 
kind are common in this part of the American 
continent. One of them was obferved to have 
gilt nails on his faddle, wooden ftirrups inclofed 
in copper, a bridle made of twilled leather $ and, 
iu Uwrt, a complete Spamih Viarn&fau 
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They devour their food raw* with great avidi- 
ty, and carry it with them on their hprfrs. 
Frcih water being very fcarce in this country, 
both horfes and dogs drink in the tea. M. Bou- 
gainville concludes, that the Patagonians load the 
lame kind of life as the Tartars, traverfing the 
country on horfeback, in quell of wild beafts and 
game. He likewife remarks, that he has iince 
difcovered a nation, in the Pacific Ocean, of a 
more gigantic fize than the Patagonians. Where 
he does not tell us ; and we can only take his 
word. The French, lefs generous than the Eng- 
liih, conceal any remarkable difcovery, or wrap 
it up in myftery. 

December 9th, all the fails were fet, in order 
to make head againit the force of the tide ; but 
after advancing three miles, they were obliged 
to come to an anchor- During two whole days, 
the weather was fo tempeftuous, that no boat 
could live, which was a mortifying circumftance, 
as many of the Patagonians were now feen atfem- 
bled, in hopes, probably, by another vifit, to have 
their little wants fupplied. By the help of glailes 
it was difcovered, that they had conftru&ed fonie 
huts on the beach, to be ready to receive their vi« 
titers ; but fortune did not permit them to enjoy 
this fatisfadtion. 

On the 12th, the Boudcufe. loft an anchor, by 
the parting of the cable ; however, a favourable 
wind fpringiog up, they anchored the fame after- 
noon on the north fide of the iile of Elizabeth. 
Here they found a few buftards hatching their 

* May not the ufc of raw meat con ivWte. Vo X^t >*kv«>\cw 
moi dzc and ftrength of thefe pcop\c> TYvtfc\t* ^ c<*$wsx<\ 
*rc tittle adapted to the improvement of \k<: W^^« 

P 3 Y*** 
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young j but ihefe birds were fo fliy> that out ad- 
venturers could not get near enough to have a 
tingle ihot. This iiland h deftitute of wood* the 
water is braekiHi \ and tlie foil extremely dry, 

As they were detained here two days by con- 
trary winds, they bad leifure to make fome obser- 
vations on die iiland. They found, from feveral 
traces, that it was occafionally vilited by the In- 
dians ; but none of them were then feen. 

Having now furmounted the greateft dangers 
of the navigation of the Straights, they Again 
weighed, and failed with a ftrong wind through 
the channel that divides the ifland* of Bar- 
tholomew and Lions from that of Elizabeth. 
They coafted along the laft-named iiland, to 
avoid the breakers that lined the oppofite fhore, 
AVhen they advanced beyond Cape Noir, the 
country aifiimcd a more plea fa nt and fertile ap- 
pearance, which afforded a moft delightful pro- 
fpeft to the eye, that was tired with the contem- 
plation of defolate fcenes. 

The weather becoming calm and plea fan t, M. 

Bougainville pleafed Jiimfelf with the idea of 

doubling Cape Round in a fhort fpace $ but in 

this climate the moft flattering appearances are 

never to be relied on. In a few hours the wind 

fuddenly fhifted, and blew with great violence j 

while a fog, apparently impenetrable, covered 

the whole coaft. The fails of the Boudeufe being 

■fplit by this tempeft, they endeavoured to make 

Port Famine ; but this attempt was fruitlefs, as 

they loft three leagues in nine hours failing, and 

were hurried with amazing rapidity into a bay 

formed by part of the coaft. crt Tw* fa\^vra^s 

to which M. BougainviWe. give* ^^ *v^tfassfc 

of Bay Dulcos, from the Cecoud o«&&«> W^ ^ 
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pedition, whofe knowledge and experience were 
of the higheft confequence in this enterprife. 

This bay is defcribed as being very convenient 
for ihips to anchor in. Two fmall rivers dis- 
charge their dreams into it. The landing place 
is a fandy beach, above which a plea font meadow 
extends to a confiderable diftance. Behind this, 
the woods raife their lofty heads and form an 
amphitheatre. Our adventurers, in traverfing 
this country, faw no animals, fave a few parrc- 
quets, buftards, ducks, and fnipes. Several huts 
were feen at the mouth of a river, which had 
been formed by twilling branches of trees into a 
conical ihape. In thefe huts they found limpets, 
mufcles, and calcined {hells. The Rood was now 
pbferved to come from the eaft, at the riling of 
the tide. 

The feamen were now engaged in cutting 
wood for fome days; after which they failed 
with a propitious gale, and patted Point St. 
Anne, which covers Port Famine. As the mips 
were now becalmed for two hours, the commo- 
dore took the opportunity of taking the found- 
ings and bearings of Cape Forward, which he 
mentions as the mod foutherly point of land on 
the continent, in the known world 5 .ind fixes its 
latitude at 54 deg. 5 min. 45 fee. fouth. It con- 
Ms of three hills, whofe tops are covered with 
fhow, which gradually melting by the warmth of 
the fun, affords perpetual moifture to the roots of 
trees on the declivities. 

M. Bougainville again fet fail with a favour- 
able wind in fearch of a harbour, which received 
the name of French Bay. Heie. V» xtfoVitd to 
take in wood and water to fctss, ta&T^^N* 
voyage mctoA the Southern Qeeaou \& <**& 
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quence of this refolorton the boats were hoiftrd 
oat ; but fuch a ftormy and tempeftuons night 
fucceedrd, as filled the hoklelt with tears and ap- 
prehenfions beyond delcriptiom 

Nest morning, a boat was fent to found the 
month of a river named Genne, from a gentleman 
who was a partaker in the dangers and fatigues 
of the expedition. As it was low water when 
the boat reached the land, it was impotfible to 

- get on more, without running her aground on 
the fand, which inconvenience induced M. Bou- 
gainville to anchor in a fmall bay about three 
miles off, called by his own name. 

Bougainville Bay h furronnded by high moun- 
tains, which fernre it from all winds ; fo that 
the fea is unruffled by a breeze Having anchor- 
ed here, they landed and erected a hut of the 
branches of trees, in which they deported fame 
presents for fuch of the natives as might happen 
to wander that way, and placed a white flag on 
its top j bi.it in the morning they found it demo* 
limed, and every thing valuable removed, 

On the 18th of December, a kind of camp was 
formed on more, by way of fecurity. Some ponds 
were dug for the convenience of warning, and 
the water-cafks were landed. 

The crew of the Eagle, in 17&5, having cut 
down more trees than were wanted at that time, 
this labour was now faved to our adventurer*, 
who like wife found roads ready made through 
the woods* The remainder of the month was 
fpent in neceffrry avocations, and in repairing 
the Etoile, which had become very leaky, to the 
inexpretiible fatigue of her crew. 

Af, Verron, tfye afironomer, landed on a little 

Mand, named the Ifle of Obfeivatary \ YoxwiVg^ 
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to the thicknefs of the atmofphere, which is al- 
moft perpetual here, his labours were, in a grea| 
meafure, fruitlefi. Every interval of fine wea- 
ther, however, the Prince of Naflau, attended 
by M. Commerfon, purfued their botanical re- 
fearches, not without fuccefs. No fifh could be 
caught in this bay; and the only animal .they 
could kill was a fox. 

The commauder, intending to furvey the coafts, 
went in his boats with fome gentlemen, who in- 
tended to accompany him as far as Cape Holland* 
At fetting out they had fair weather ; but it foon 
changed to a hurricane, and obliged them, for 
(belter, to run up a fmall river. Here they lay 
fome time, benumbed with cold, and wet to the 
ikin $ and, at length, were under the necefljty of 
forming a temporary hut, of the branches, of 
trees, to defend them from the inclemency of the 
iky. However, the ftorm Hill continuing, this 
fituation was found untenable; and, therefore, 
they flickered themfelves, in the beft manner 
they could, under the fails of the boat ; but their 
night was molt uncomfortable. 

Early next morning they were fortunate enough 
to reach the {hip. As the weather continued t<* 
grow more boifterous, it isr probable, they feizcd 
the only interval that could have laved them from 
destruction. Though it was midfummer, the 
fnow was almoft inceirant, and the dorms furious. 
Neverthelefs, when the weather became a little 
more temperate, M. Bougainville, with the true 
fpirit of adventure, relblved to go on a fecond 
expedition. 

He embarked in the long-boat, attended by 
the Etoile's barge, with feveral of his officers, and 
in fix hours they gained the coaft of Terra del 
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Fuego, Coafting along, they crofted an \n l tt 
which the commodore luppofcd communicated 
with the lea, at no great diftance from Cape 
Horn. Having almolt reached the oppofite fide 
of this inlet, they discovered Several of the na- 
tives, and among them were fome, whom he re- 
cognifed as having feen in his former voyage. 
Thefe repeated the word Pecherais, from whenc 
they received their name as a nation. 

The evening advancing, AL Bougainville wa 
unwilling to make a long flay with his oe 
friends, and therefore pnlhed in to an inlet where 
he intended to fpend the night; but not being 
able to accomphfh his pnrpofe, he landed on the 
bank of a river, and caufed a tent to be ronftrucV 
fcd of the fails. Afterwards lighting a large fire, 
they parted the night in tolerable comfort. 

M. Bounard was left here to furvey the coail, 
with orders to return when he had made the re- 
quifite obfervations. But M. Bougainville em- 
barking with a part of the company in the barge, 
rowed to the weftward, and discovered an ill and, 
on the coaft of which they fa w fome of the na- 
tives fifhing. Before evening, they arrived in a 
bay which they named De la Corraorandiere. 

Early next morning they left this ftation, and 
failed between two iflands, called the Two Sifters, 
about nine miles from Cape Forward; and after 
coafting along, they came, towards evening, to a 
convenient bay and port, into which a caicade 
falling, they gave it trie appropriate name of the 
Bay and Port of Caicade. This waterfall is about 
forty yards perpendicular, and forms a beautiful 
coup d'oeil. M. Bougainville afcended to its top, 
and took a view of the furrounding country, 
which he found to have the, rc&ctai ^casancQ 
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of Falkland's Iflands. No traces of inhabitants 
were to be found here ; and the reafon feems ob- 
vious, as there is nothing on which they could 
fubfift. 

In this port the French pafled the night, which 
they found exceffively cold and inceifantly rainy. 
Next day they had a very narrow efcape from de- 
struction, by the boat having nearly overlet, in 
eroding a bay ; owing to the negligence of the 
fteerfman. However, they reached the Boudeufe 
in fafety; and found every neceflary on board j 
fe that they began to make preparations for fail- 
ing. 

In the afternoon of the lad day of the year, 
they left Bougainville Bay, and in the evening 
anchored in the road of Port Gallant, where they 
were detained three weeks by an unvaried conti- 
nuance of fuch boifterous weather, as thofe, who 
have never been in theie latitudes, can fcarcely 
have* any conception of. 

Next day, being new year's day, 1768, a party 
was difpatched to make remarks on the coaft, and 
the numerous iflands which fprinkle this part of 
the ftraights ; and, xrotwith (landing the fe verity 
of the weather, and the amioft incefiant rains, 
this party landed at different places ; at one of 
which they faw many trees marked with initial 
letters, and even whole names, which plainly 
{hewed that lbme Englilh Ihips had lately touch- 
ed there. What put this beyond all doubt, was 
the difcovery of a piece of wood, damped " Chat- 
ham, March 1 76Q" 

The weather was fo exquifitely fevere on th« 
4th and 5th of January, that no pen can delcribs 
it, or fcarcely imagination reach its extent. M. 
Bougainville informs us that, during this molt 
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piercing feafon, be fent out a boat to fearch for 
anchorage on the coail of Terra del Fuego» and 
an excellent place was difcovcred to the fouth- 
weft of Charles and Monmouth's HJands. Oa 
the morning of the 6th, which proved more mo- 
derate, four frnall boats, with Indians on board, 
were obferved near Cape Gallant, one of which 
advanced towards the Bondeufe. In this boat 
was a man, his wife, and two children ; the 
former or' whom went on board without the I call 
fymptom of fear, leaving the woman and children 
in the boat. Some of the other Indians fbon af- 
ter followed hts example ; and none leemed to 
exprefs the leaft furprife, either at the liructurc 
of the vefly, or any novelty on board her. 

The commodore prevailed on thefe people to 
dance and fing, rod alio entertained them with a 
kind of concert of (Otitic, Whatever viands he 
presented them with, they devoured with avidity j 
teeming to be equally plea fed with every thing, 
or rather indifferent to choice. Thefe people 
were clothed in ieuls ikinN, of which like wife 
they made the fails of their boats and the cover- 
ings of their hnts. 

M. Bougainville defcribes them as thin, fliort, 
and ugly, with a very offenfive fmell. The wo- 
men are faid to be more dii agreeable than the 
men, and are put to all the laborious employ- 
ments, while the men aft the part of directors, 
though without the harihnefs of taikmafters. 

Their boats are conftructed of the bark of trees, 

fattened together with ruihes, and the feams are 

canJked with mofs. A tire is conftantly kept up 

In the middle of ^hts crazy ^rcH&, :\ta&&&. ts^ * 

heap of {and. Their arms *icr\»o«% *tA «era«\ N 

the tetter pointed -with fhai^ &<kk»* Vox >&*& 
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weapons feem lefs defigned againft an enemy than 
for the deftru&ion of beads and birds, from which 
they derive their fubiilience. 

They, ftrike the fifh with a kind of harpoon, 
made of pones, about twelve inches long, pointed 
at the end, and indented on the fides. They live 
in mean huts, without any partitions, in the cen- 
tre^ of which a fire is lighted, and round this the 
famiAy- arrange themfelves 

The difpofition of thefe people is of the moft 
amiable- kind, but their good nature borders on 
weaknels : they believe in evil genii, and have* 
priefts and phyficians, whom they fuppofe capa- 
ble of deprecating the vengeance of thefe inviiible 
enemies. With the feweft conveniences in nature, 
they feem to be content $ and though they live in 
the moft inclement climate, hitherto difcovered, 
in the habitable part of the globe, they do not 
repine at their lot. Befides the other peculiari- 
ties of their fate, they feem fewer in number than 
any other race of men ; . yet, though it might be 
fuppofed they are fufficieiitly removed from eve- 
ry object of ambition, it is common here, as in 
larger communities, that the love of fuperiority 
lellcns their actual enjoyments* 

On the 7th, the weather was again intolerably 
fevere ; and the whole country was covered with 
fnow. On the 9th, the Indians having previoully 
painted, their bodies with red and white ftreaks, 
advanced towards the fhips 5 but feeing the boats 
gone off towards their huts, they all followed*. 
fave one, who went on board the Etoile. 

The French went up to their habitations, 

which feemed by no means agreeable to the Indi- 

aasj bat oa their women be\n% totlon^, "Csnr^ 

invited the /iraflgerjB into one oi \5wax te^ v 

... Vol. V, Q, ^ 
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they entertained them with ihell-fifli, which thtf 
fucked before they delivered them to their gnerts, 
Thefe Indians now afltimed a lively, cheerful 
manner, tinging and dancing for the amufemeitf 
of their company j bin their mirth was toon in* 
terruptcd by an unexpected accident. 

An Indian boy, who had been on board tht 
Etoile, was fuddenly iHzed with the moll violent 
convulfions, and the Ipitting of blood. As it wti 
cuflomary for thefe people to put pieces of gJafs, 
or whatever ellc they were prefented with, up 
their noitrila anil into their moutb, as amuleti 
Bgainil danger, it appears that this boy had fol- 
Jowed the fame pernicious example. Hi* Jips, 
palate, and gums were cut, and bled freely $ on 
which the Indians conceived that the French had 
violated the laws of hofyitality; an opinion 
T'hich rilled them with jfaloufy and diftrnft. 

The illnefs of the child was cerlainly afcribed 
to fome unfair practices of their vifitersj and a 
jacket, in which he had been drefled, was ilripped 
off and thrown at their feet 5 but it was inftantly 
feized by one of their number, who feemed le6 
ppprehenfive of the powers of enchantment than 
the reft. 

The child being how laid on his back, a conju- 
rer knelt between his legs, and preiling the body 
forcibly with his hands and head, uttered a num- 
ber of inarticulate vociferations. At intervals, 
during this ceremony, he blew in the air with 
his mouth, as if to drive away fome evil genius. 
While this was tranfacting, an old woman bawl- 
ed in the ears of the boy, fo as to ftun him with 
ker noife. 

The conjurer, after a fhort retirement, return- 
sd ia g new drefs, aud w\\k w *vi of triumph. 
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renewed his incantations; but with no better 
fuccels than before. He had powdered his hair ; 
and his head bore two wings fimilar to thofe with 
which Mercury is reprefented. 

The life of the child now appearing in immif 
nent danger, the French captain haftily baptized 
him, unobferved by the Indians, as he tells us. 
Why he performed this ceremony, under fuch cir- 
cumftances, we are perfectly in the dark. 

The furgeon arriving, brought with him fome 
gruel and milk, which, with fome difficulty, ho 
was permitted to adminifter to the patient. The 
conjurers feemed jealous of the furgeori ; but they 
could not help confefiing the fuperiority of his 
abilities. It was remarked that, while one of 
thefe Indian phyiicians was endeavouring to ex* 
j>el the diforder, auother was bufily employed in 
deprecating that vengeance which they fuppoied 
the vifit of the Itrangers had occafioned. 

During the abfurd attempts of the jugglers to 
relieve him, the poof boy fubraitted, without a 
murmur ; while the affection of his parents, and 
indeed of the whole party of Indians, difplayed it- 
felf by floods of tears and the molt amiable fen- 
fibilities. When they obferved that the French- 
men participated in their grief, they appeared to 
be lefs fufpicious of them; and confented that 
the furgeon ihould examine the ft ate of the pa- 
tient. 

In the evening, the child apparently was in 
lefs pain; but from many concurring circum- 
ftances, it was evident that he had fwallowed 
fome glafs, M. Bougainville and the furgeon, 
now went on board ; and it was conjectured that 
the boy died in the night, as loud lamentations 
were heard, and the Indians next morning were 
Q, % Ss&si 
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found to have removed from the fpot that h?A 
been to fatal to one of their community. Nothing 
can give u a a more favourable opinion of tbele 
people, than the concern they Shewed for the lofs 
of even an infant member Of their fociety. Let 
Christians bluih while they read this, arid learn 
humanity, 

After three days of very unfavourable weather, 
or adverfe winds, they at la ft failed on the Kith j 
but after beating about for a day, they were 
obliged to return to their former ftation. 

Next day the ftorms were more violent than 
ever they had yet been felt: the fea ran moun- 
tains high, and the conflict of different winds 
w^s the moft awful. The tempeft fubftding a 
little, a loud peal of thunder was heard, after 
which the winds blew with increating violence. 
The anchors having dragged, the {hips were in 
the moft frightful danger. At this fenfon, how- 
even the ih rubs and plants were in bloom, and 
the trees were covered with a luxuriance of ver^ 
dure. 

The weather continued very ftormy till the 
night of the 21ft, when a calm took place, which 
proved the prelude to one of the moft tremendous 
it onus that over was known - 7 but fortunately its 
duration was not equal to its violence. 

On the 25th, they at laft weighed anchor with 
favourable appearances, and loon after arrived at 
Cape Quod; a fingular promontory ronii it ing of 
craggy rocks, the moil elevated of which bear 
fome refemblance to the ruins of ancient itrue- 
turcs. From Bay Gallant to this cape, the ver- 
dure of the trees in fome mealnre relieves the- 
eye from the contemplation vi mountains wholes 

fiiaumts never thaw. - ' 
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• After palling Cape Quod, the face of the 
•oon try wm totally changed : nothing but rocks 
faluted the view, without a blade of vegetation. 
The hills were wrapped in eternal fnow, while 
the vallies were choked up with ice that feemed 
to be perpetually accumulating. Sir John Nar- 
borough aptly gives this part of the ftraight th* 
name of Defolation ; and furely defcription can- 
not paint a more defolate and dreary fcene. 

As the evening of the 2t)th was very fine, 
M. Bougainville determined to continue his way 
under an eafy fail 5 but before midnight they 
were enveloped in a thick fog, the wind arofe, 
and the. rain defcended in torrents, while pitchy 
darknefs concealed the land from their view. 
They could only ileer by gueis, and were in tha 
momentary dread of iome difaftrous accident. 

At day break, having got a fight of land, they 
hoifted additional fails, and proceeded with luch 
rapidity, that they reached the South Sea in thir- 
ty-fix hours from leaving Cape Gallant ; though 
the whole palfage of the Straights had occupied 
feven weeks and three days. From Cape Virgin 
to Cape Pillar, M. Bougainville computes to be 
about three hundred and forty miles. 

Though the navigation of the Straights of Ma- 
gellan is not unattended with difficulty and danger, 
our author thinks it preferable to doubling Cape 
Horn ; if attempted between September and 
April -, but during the reft of the year the open ' 
fea is more eligible. From the opportunities they 
had of procuring fcurvygrafs and other vegetables* 
they had not a iingle invalid, during the palfage, 
on board either {hip. 

The commodore now failed a wefterly courfej 
iaving communicated his iultiu&VQUsto Vb&cw$~ 



tain of the Etoilc to keep clofc in company 
ing the night, and to ftretch out by thy, tl 
brace as wide a field of difcovery as po) 
vithout the danger of fcparating. 

For many days M. Bougainville failed in f 
of Davis's land, Winch had fo long amufe* 
credulous* and di tap pointed the hopes oi 
practical mariner. According to its fup 
portion, id M. de Bcllina chart, our a 
lays he might have failed over it, and confeq 
]y it could not exift m the latitude in wh 
had been laid down. 

Several lea gulls being obferved on the 1? 
February, it was conj rehired land could be 
great diftance; but after proceeding in the 
courfe for three day* more, none was d it cot 
From the 23d to the 3d of March, they had 
erVy -winds, with rain and thunder every daj 
mediately before, or toon after, the fun 
reacted the meridian. Some variation, hov 
was perceptible in the regularity of the \ 
ttitKU] for which M. Bougainville feerns at 
to account, 

Soon after the thips had got clear o; 
Straights, an epidemical fore throat attacki 
molt every man on board, which wns ipi 
relieved j by putting vinegar and red-hot b 
into the water-catk*. 

Pursuing their courfe, towards the ec 
^Marcbj they fell in with iuch flioals of fi{h 
the crews were always able to catch enoug 
one liberal meal daily. About the fame 
they found fame fpecies that, never fwira far 
the fhore, which was a pkafing prelude t 
land which they foon discovered, in the fo; 
four vayl'iDall iilands, to which M. B-ju^ah 
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gave the appellation of Les quatre Bacardi ns ; 
but as they lay conliderably to leeward, they 
ilecred for another ifland, which lay right ahead. 

Here they faw plenty of cocoa-trees, growing 
on plats of grafs, fpringled with abundance of 
beautiful flowers. There were alfo trees of vari- 
ous kinds all over the ifland. Immenie numbers 
of birds frequented the coafts 5 but as the lea ran 
high, and no convenient harbour was difcovered, 
they were prevented from landing. 

In coatting along, they had fight of three men, 
who advanced haftily towards the fhore. Thefe 
M. Bougainville conjectured, were part. of the 
crew of fome European (hip that had been 
wrecked there ; and, imprefi(ed with this belief, he 
gave the neceffary orders for affording them af- 
liftance; but he foon difcovered that thefe people 
fuddenly retired to the woods, whence, in a fhort • 
fpace, iflued a number of the natives with long 
ftaves in their hands, which they held up by way 
of defiance. 

By the help of glafTef, their habitations were 
plainly feen. Thefe iflanders were very tall, and 
of a copper complexion. 

The following night they were overtaken by a 
ftorm of thunder and lightning, while the wind 
blew almoit a hurricane. At the dawn, land was 
difcovered, which appeared to be champaign and 
verdant. Breaker? being obferved on the coalt, the 
Ihip flood out to fea, till the weather mould be- 
come more calm. They afterwards coafted the 
ifland, which appeared to be of a horfe-fhoe figure, 
and to produce cocoa-nuts and other trees, which 
afford an agreeable made 5 but the foil is gene- 
rally fandy and little verdure to be feen. 



m 

170 jor«AiKriLtra toyigi. 

Many *f the natives were obferved in their 
eanoes. They were perfe&ly naked, and fomt 
of thera carried long pikesln their bands. Night 
advancing they toy to, and next morning at- 
tempted in vain to dilcover a landing place, in 
eonteqnence of which, they held on their couric, 
liter naming this ipot Harp Hland. 

Iu the evening of the fame day* on which Hnrp 
liland was difcnvered, they had fight of other 
land at the ditiance of feven leagues* exhibiuig 
the appearance of a clutter of tjlands, which iu 
fact it proved to be, and therefore received the 
name of the Dangerous Archipelago, Uevcn 
i Hands were counted, and our author conjectures 
there are many more; and that their navigation 
mnft be very hazardous, as they are furro untied 
with fboals and breakers. This duller was firft 
difcovered by Quiros in 100ft, and was again vU 
fitcd by Roggewein in 17^ 1* who gave it the ap» 
pdlation of the labyrinth. 

For fonie time the voyage was barren of occur* 
rences ; but the fcurvy now began to make its 
appearance ; to counteract which every perfon, 
afie&ed, received a pint of lemonade, in which 
fome drugs were infufed. 

Water becoming ihort, they had recourfe to 
diflillation, by.a procels the invention of M. Poif- 
fonnier, which anfwered their expectations. The 
bread was now kneaded with fait water \ nor 
does it appear that any injurious effects arofe 
from its ule. 

On the 2d of April, they difcovered a fteep 
mountain, which feemed encircled by the fea, 
and received the name of Boudeufe Peak. To 
the north of this peak they again had fight of 

land* 
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larid, which extended farther than the eye could 
reach. 

By this time, it was become abfolutely necef- 
fary to put into fome porfe, where they might ob- 
tain a fupply of refreihments and wood. They 
were now approaching the newly-difcovered land* 
and in the night, between the 3d and 4th, fires 
were obferved in feveral places, from whence they 
were fure that the country was peopled. Next 
morning they had a near view of the coaft; and 
foon after they faw a number of boats, aflembling 
from various parts of the iiland. This affemblage 
of veflels advanced towards the fide of the ftiip, 
and held up the boughs of the banana* tree. 

Confidering this as a token of friendfhip, the 
Prench made a difplay of reciprocal amity. On 
this the natives rowed along ,fide the Boudeufe,and 
one of them prefented a quantity of bananas, and a 
fmall pig. In return, M. Bougainville gave them 
fome handkerchiefs and caps j and a friendly in- 
tercourfe was immediately eftablifhed. 

In a fhort fpace, upwards of a hundred canoes 
furrounded the French {hips, laden with bananas, 
cocoas, and other delicious fruits, highly accept- 
able \ which met with a recompence in toys, and 
other articles, very grateful to the natives. 

No jealoufy or diftruft, on the part of the na- 
tives, feemed to check the correspondence that 
was begun ; and this gave the French an evident 
proof, of theconfeious integrity of thefe iilanders, 
Sulpicion, however necefiary fometirnes, always 
arifes from a fenfe of guilt: the moft innocent 
know it the leaft. 

As evening came on, the mips flood out to fea, 
and the natives returned to the fhore. During 
the night, a number of fires were feen on the 
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iilandt almoft equidiftant, which the French in- 
terpreting into illuminations in their honour* Sky- 
rockets were fent up from both ihips, in return 
for the compliment. 

Next day the boats were fent off in fearch of an 
anchoring place, while the iliips kept plying to 
the windward of the iiland. The defcription 
which AL Bougainville gives of this place, as 
viewed from the fea, is extremely captivating, 
%t The mountains," fay*} he, rt though of great 
height, are every where cluttcd with the fined 
verdure, even to the extreme points of their lofty 
fummitsi one peak, in particular, ihoots up to an 
enormous height, gradually tapering as it rifesj 
yet it was erery where covered with the moft 
luxuriant foliage, exhibiting a pyramidal appear- 
ance, adorned with garlands- The lower hind 
con lifts of an intermixture of woods and mea- 
dows, while the coaft is champaign, and abound- 
ing in cocoa-trees, under the ihade of wbiehj the 
habitations of the natives ftand." 

As M. Bougainville coafted the ifland, which 
proved to be the famed and beautiful Otaheite, 
he was charmed with the appearance of a noble 
cafcade, which, falling immediately from the 
fummit of a mountain into the fea, produced a 
magnificent effect. . Very near the fall of this 
cafcade, was an Indian town, near which it was 
the wifh of our adventurers to have caft anchor j 
but after repeated foundings, it was found rocky 
and unfit for their purpoie. 

Next day the traffic was renewed, with the 
fame unfufpe&ing confidence as before. The 
natives now fhewed their predilection for iron. 
Among their vi (iters were feveral women, the 
Jlightncfs of whofe dtek onty Y&cttafei their 
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natural charms, which it was impoffible to behold 
without emotion. 

By the morning of the 6th, the mips had near- 
ly reached the northern extremity of this iiland, 
when they difcovered another; but as thepaffage 
between them feemed dangerous, M. Bougain- 
ville refolved to return to a bay they had difco* 
yered, when they firft made land, and here at laft 
the (hips were fafely moored. 

This being done, the natives put offin their ca- 
noes, in greater numbers than before ; difplaying 
every token of regard, and perpetually crying out 
Tayo,which was afterwards found tofigni fy Friend, 
The natives were exceflively pleafed with nails, 
with which they were prefented by the officer* 
and failors. The boats were now crowded with 
women, whofe beauty of face was equal to that 
of the ladies of Europe, and the fymmetry of 
their forms much fuperior. But to their mamc 
be it known, that they ihewed none of that mo- 
deft referve, which is the mod falcinating charm 
in female manners. 

One of the crew, going on more, had his drefs 
and perfon examined with the mod minute atten* • 
tion, which threw him into the moft dreadful 
panic, left he mould be murdered, or otherwifc 
ill-uied by the natives 5 but his apprehenfions 
were groundlefs, for thefe people were only in- 
dulging a natural curiofity, and when that was 
fUtisfied, they teftined the innocence of their der 
figns, by every mark of attention, which, accord- 
to their own ideas, would have bten pleafing to 
their ^vifiter. 

The commander and fome of his officers now 

landed, to view the watering place, when the in- 

kajbitant* flocked round them* with looks of in- 

2t «K£tt£&fc 
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exprefTible euriofity* Some of them, more cou- 
rageous than the reit, approached and touched the 
French, and teemed doubtful whether they were 
beings of the fame conformation with thcmfclves. 
They were wholly unarmed, and the wed great 
fathfaftion at this viiit from the ftrangcrs. 

One of the chiefs conducted M, Bougainville 
to hi* houfe, where he wa* introduced to his Ei- 
ther and feveral women, Theie lail paid their 
compliments, by placing their hands on their 
breafts, and frequently repeating the word Tayo. 
The father of the chief was a venerable figure, 
with a long white beard, and had no fymptoms of 
the decrepitude of age. His face was devoid of 
wrinkles, and his body itill nervous and tleihy. 

This aged fire expreited none of that wonder or 
curioiitv, which characterized the reft of the na- 
tives i on the ftrangers' entering, he teftihed by 
his air, that their arrival was unwelcome, and left 
the apartment widiout returning their compli- 
ments. Perhaps he was apprehensive that they 
were come to fettle, which might juflly have been 
fufpefted, of dilturbing the happy repofe, in 
which tliefe iflanders had hitherto lived, 

The houfe of the chief was about twenty feet 
long, and eight feet wide, and was covered with 
thatch. Two wooden figures were obfenxd, 
which M, Bougainville took for jdoh. They 
were fixed agaiuit two oppolHe pillaisj and flood 
on pedelUU about two yardi high. 

The chief having feated his guefts on a grafs- 
plat, in i be front of his houicj presented them 
with a collation, connoting of boiled filh, water, 
and fruit. While they were regaling thcmfelves, 
he produced two collars compofed of otiers, and 
adorned will* Iharka te«xk »\\4 Uwt feather* 
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tvhich he put on the necks of M . Bougainville 
and another gentleman of his party. After this 
he pre fen ted them with fome pieces of cloth ; bat 
juft as the French were about to take their leave, 
one of them found his pocket picked of a piftol. 
•A complaint being made to the. chief, he was 
about to order a general fearch, but the commo- 
dore would not permit him to have this trouble; 
intimating, however, that the weapon which had 
been itolen would kill the thief. 

As they were returning to the fhore, they ob- 
served an Indian, of extraordinary fymmetry of 
form, reclined at the foot of a tree, who prevailed 
on the French to fit down by him, while he en- 
tertained them with a long, to the flow mufic of 
a flute, which an attendant blew with his nofe. 

Some of the Indians went on board the fhips, 
and fpent the night without the leaft apprehen- 
fion. To gratify them to the utmoft, they were 
elegantly feafted; and, to conclude, w r ere enter* 
tained with mufic and fire-works. The latter 
feemed to terrify rather than delight thefe firaple 
people. 

Next day the chief, whofe name was Ereti, 
came on board with fome prefents, and as a con- 
vincing tetfimony of the integrity of his own 
heart, returned the ftolen piftol. 

Preparations were now made to land the fick, 
. and to fill the water-caiks. They began to form 
a camp on the borders of a fine rivulet, as well 
for the protection of the fick, as the fecurity ©f 
thole who were engaged in their necefTary avo- 
cations. For fome time, Ereti beheld their pro- 
ceedings without apparent emotion, and took his 
leave. In a few hours> however, he returned 
-wi th -bis father. ajkL other pri^cigal gerfcns, who 
• Vol. V, U, TCCfifll 
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jpmonftrated with M. Bougainville, on die imprfl* 
pricty and iiijnftice erf taking potfcllion of tlw 
country; At the fame time intimating, that ihef 
were welcome to remain there by dav, but infill- 
ing that they mould go on board every night, 
The commodore, on the contrary, was firm in hit 
rckiiuuon to complete his encampment, and en- 
deavoured to convince the natives of the necelhty 
he was under of io doing, a* well for his own fake 
gs theirs. 

An Indian conference was now held, at the 
clofe of which, Ereti came forward, and defired 
to know if the il rangers meant to take up their 
refideuce there for life, or for what period? In 
anfwer to this, M. Bougainville put eighteen 
fmall (lones into the hands of the chief, making 
tigns that to many Inns would go down on them, 
while they ibid here. The inlanders tried to 
confine him to nine days, but the commodore 
pofitively refusing to comply, the bufinefs wa* 
dropped. 

Peace and confidence feemed again to pouefii 
the natives, and Ereti accommodated the fick 
with the ufe of a large building on the fide of the 
rivulet. Every precaution, however, was tattea 
to avoid furprile, by diftributing arms among all 
who Were on ihore. The firlt night M. Bougain- 
ville palled at the encampment, Ereti having 
added his lupper to that of the commodore, in- 
vited a few feled friends to partake of the repaftj 
and after that, expreflbd his with to have a dis- 
play of fire-works, which he beheld with mingled 
pleasure and aftonifhment. 

'the camp being completely formed, and a- 
guard placed, none of the Indians, who furround- 
ed it in Crowds v» ew admitted* «&£<^ Exstv and 
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bis friends. A free traffic, however, was carried on 
between them and the natives; and thefe hofpi- 
table people feemed to vie with each other, in 
ihewing their attention to oblige their vifiters. 

To avoid mifunderftanding, the commodore 
applied to Ereti for leave to cut down fome trees. 
The chief condefcended even to mark the treei 
that were to be felled, while the natives affiled 
in the labour. Nails were the moft acceptable 
irecotnpence for iervices; but as a propenfity to 
thieving was foon difcovered among them, the 
French were under the neceflity of keeping a vi- 
gilant eye on the conduct of thefe iflanders, who, 
it is faid, are as ingenious in their depredations, 
as the pick-pockets of Europe. 

Notwithstanding this ftigma, which all voy- 
agers have fixed on the Ota bei team, h does not 
appear that they plunder from each other; hence 
it is evident, that an in&tiable defire of poffefling 
curioiities, the}' have never feen before, ftimulates 
them to commit robberies. The article of thiev- 
ing excepted, which could not be wholly reftrain- 
rd, every other intercourfe, between the French 
and the natives, was carried on in the moft har- 
monious manner. The feamen, fometimes in 
parties, fometimes fingly, made incurflons into 
the country, and were always invited into the 
boufes of the natives, with the moft tempting 
allurements, and the moft generous confidence. 

M. Bougainville gives the moft enchanting de- 
scription of the interior of this beautiful ifland. 
In his various progreffes, he was delighted 'with 
fcenes which no pen can defcribe, no pencil can 
paint. Sometimes he faw happy focieties tinder 
the fhade of trees, who welcomed him with the 
jpoft natural politenefs; an<J lu cnctj ^Wfc, \« 
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obferved the moil iuLomeitlble dcmonurations 
li.ippinefs and love-. 

The French commander prcfented Ereti wi 
Tome European poultry, grain, and garden feeds, 
whtth were gratefully received , and he flatten 
hirafeif, that his gencrofity in this refpeft, will 
not be quite thrown away; but that the Ota- 
hciteaus will reap the benefit of it to the end of 
time. 

Soon after the camp was formed, the comi 
dore was vititcd by Tout a a, the chief of another dis- 
trict, a tall and well made man, who, with levcral 
attendants^ brought various p relents, for which he 
received an adequate return. In a vifit which 
M. Bougainville paid tins chief, he met with 
fuch kind attentions as arc not reeoncileable to 
European manners, where the wife or the daughter 
are feldom prefled on the gueft, to increaie 
gratifications. 

One of the Indians happening to be killed in 
an affray, his countrymen complained of this vio- 
lation of the rights of hofpitality. On examination, 
it appeared that this unfortunate man had loft his 
life by a fhot ; and the ftrictefl enquiry was made 
after the perpetrator of this deed, but in vain. 
Though the natives did not intermit their deal- 
ings with the French on this account, it was evi- 
dent they were more referved, and fome of theni 
began to remove their effects to the mountains. 
Even Ereti required a few p relents from the com- 
modore to reconcile him. * 

The mips running foul of each other in a gale, 
and being in danger of driving on the lhore, a 
boat was lent out to found. At this unfoituuate 
jun&ure, news was brought, that three of the In- 
dims Lad either been mxttdstei ot v/ounded ia 
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their huts, in confequence of which, univerfal 
confternation and diimay had feized their coun- 
trymen, and they were all retiring up the country. 
On receiving this intelligence, the commodore 
Immediately went on fhore, and fele&ing four 
marines, on whom refted a ftrong fufpicion of 
this foul crime, he clapped them in irons in the 
prefence of Ereti, which ferved to conciliate the 
atfe&ion of the Indians, and the night palled at 
the encampment in perfect repoie. 

Towards midnight, however, the wind blew 
with great violence, while the rain defcended in 
Jtorrents, and the whole fcene was teropeftuous in 
thehigheft degree. During this ftorm, the Bou- 
tleufe received very conflderable damage and lbfs, 
and was in the moft imminent danger of being 
•wrecked. In (hort, after having parted all her 
cables, ihewas rapidly driving on the fhore^ when 
in the moment of defpair, a gale from the land 
laved them from definition. For his zeal and 
abilities on tht$ diftreffing occaflon, M. Bougain- 
ville pays a grateful compliment to M. de la 
Giraudais, the commander of the Etoile. 

Soon after day light, it was obferved that the 
camp was deftitute of its ufual vifiters, and that 
the whole vicinity was depopulated. The Prince 
of NarTau went on ffiore with a fmall party, and 
after proceeding fome way, met Ereti, who ad- 
vanced towards him with a countenance expreflive 
of hope and terror. A number of women, in the 
company of the chief, dropping on their knees, 
killed the prince's hand, and bathed in tears, ex- 
claimed Tayo Mati, " ye are our friends, and ye 
kill us." The prince humanely exerted bimfelf 
to reftore confidence, a*d in this he at laft i'ue- 
*ecded* 
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On this M. Bougainville left the {hip, and talc*- 

ing wiih him a quantity of prefentsj conferred 
diem on the principal perfons; intimating bow 
unhappy he was at the misfortune that had hap- 
pen^ and afluxhig them that the perpetrator 
fhould not pais unpunished. The Indians careiT- 
ed the commodore* and the general fentiment 
feemed expretfne of fatisfaclion that peace wa» 
once mare eft,iulimt;d. 

Having di fco vered a paflage to *he northward, 
the Etnilc failed through it on the' 14th, and in> 
mediately the Boudeufe followed t The commo- 
dore now took poiTelfion of the iiland, in the name 
oi his fovercign, with thcufuul forraaliuea, Earljr 
ne\t morning the Boudeufe got clear of the reefs, 
when the wind dying away, the ihtp was rapidlj 
carried towards the rocks by the force of the tide, 
and had it nttf been for a providential breeze, in 
the moment of imminent danger, they nuift ine- 
vitably have perifhed. 

Happy in this deliverance, thejfeboured to get 
clear of a repetition of danger, and in a few hours 
they got into the open fea. 

When the Indians firtt obferved their vifitert 
were about to leave them, Ereti came nattily on 
board, and embracing his acquaintances, whom 
he was about to part with for ever, wept over 
them with tears of genuine regard. This fcene 
was fcarcely palled, when the wives of this gene- 
rous chief came up, laden with a variety of re-^ 
frefhments. With them came alfo an Indian 
named Aotourou, who requefted permitlion to 
accompany the flrangers. His requeft being 
complied with, EretLrecommended him to the 
care and protection of tlje officers, as a well-be- 
Jovqd friend $ giving them to wv\de,iftaad> that 
I . N ♦Owe* 
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they had the fame name and place in his heart. 

In the boat was a number of weeping beauties: 
to one of them, who was peculiarly lovely, Ao- 
tourou made a prefent of three pearls from his 
cars ; and embracing her with thewarmeft affec- 
tion, tore himfelf from her arms. 

The parting adieu between the French and 
thefe iflanders was moft affe&ing 5 but alas ! if 
we may give credit to our own voyagers, they will 
for ever have caufe to lament the vilit of the Bou- 
deufe. A dileafe that poifons the fountains of 
life, and turns pleafure into pain, feems to have 
•jeen communicated by the crew of this fhip, to 
the unfufpe&ing natives. Is it not enough that 
European avarice and ambition difturb the repofe 
of ditiant nations ! why mould their vices, and 
their difeaies taint the fpotlefs mind, or the un- 
contaminated frame ! O why were ye ever drawn 
from your primeval obfcurity, ye once happy na- 
tives of Otaheite ! We hav« only taught you to 
feci wants which cannot be gratified ; we have 
planted ills which never can be cured. Such are 
the blefflnp that the civilized confer on the favage ! 

M. Bougainville obtained, in his traffic with 
the natives, about one hundred and forty hogs, 
and eight hundred fowls j and he might have pro- 
cured more, had his (lay been longer. No noxious 
animals or in lech* were feen here, which in general 
prove the greateft curfe of hot climates. Of the 
falubrity of the air of Otaheite, there can be no 
doubt 3 for though the French laboured hard all 
day in the fun, and frequently flept at night in 
the open air, on the bare ground, not one of them 
contracted any difordcr ; while thofe, who had 
been infefted with the fcurvy, fpeedy recovered 
their health. The natives, indeed, feem to reach 
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longevity, without feeling any* of its concomU 1^ 
tants. Their manner of life, no doubt, contri- | ^ 
butes to this, and co-operates with the purity of 
the air. Fi(h and vegetables are their principal f c 
food, and the clear fountain their only drink. . 1^ 
They are averfe to any thing that taftes or lmelb K 
ftrong, and by their abftemioufhefs obtain an ex- I . ^ 
emption from difeafc, which may be regarded as j ( 
one of their grea teft felicities. / j? 

According to M. Bougainville, the natives of | . 
Otaheite may be divided into two claffes, having 
hardly any per ion a i refemblance, yet pra&fiog 
the fame culioms, auociating in the fame rrieod- 
ly manner, and converting in the fame dialed. 
The lirfl race of thefe people are much taller and 
better proportioned than the other. Few of tbefe 
are lefs than fix feet high, and fo extremely well 
proportioned, that in order to paint a Hercules or 
a Mars, it is impoftible to find more beautiful 
models. Their features are exactly like thofe of 
the Europeans, their hair is black, and their lkim 
are a clear brown. 

The other Indians are about the middle na- 
ture, have almolt, the features and complexions of 
mulattoes, and rough curled hair. Of this latter 
tribe was Aotourou, whofe want of per tonal beau- 
ty was amply compenfated for, by the goodneis 
of his underltanding*. 

Both tribes ihave the upper part of the face, 
permitting the beard on the chin to grow, and a 
whiiker on each lip. Their hair is varioufly dif- 
pofed. Their nails are permitted to grow to an 
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* Some Englilh gentlemen, v*\vo fc>N x\>\* **<*\c \tv Parit, 
Satly contrdiiift M. BougamvWWs o^ou. 'V\i^ w^tfcsfc 
him as one of the moft itupld ttocfcteuk ^* waBA V» «* 
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enormous length. Among- thefe people only, one 
cripple was fcen, and his misfortune feemed to be 
the effect of accident. According to the opinion 
of the furgeon, the fmallpox is known among 
them ; but this idea feems to want confirmation $ 
we wifh it may be. erroneous. 

The people of Otaheite ftain the lower parti 
of their backs and their thighs with a deep blue, 
as will be more particularly defcribed in Cook's 
Voyages. M. Bougainville mentions it as a An- 
gular circumfiance, that the practice of painting 
the body has prevailed in all ages and in all coun- 
tries, among the rude and among the refined ; but 
hadheconfidered that vanity is a principle inherent 
in every human breaft, and that females, in parti- 
cular, knowing their defencelefs ftate, pracUfe 
every art to render themfelves beloved, he would 
have ceafed to wonder that the fame caufe mould 
fo univerfally have produced the fame effect. 

The natives of Otaheite, our author remarks, 
nave not the flighted doubt of the integrity of 
each other 5 and they enjoy in common whatever 
is neceflary to the fupport of life.. Their houfes 
are open by day and by night, and whoever en- 
ters,, may freely eat of what he finds. In like 
manner they gather fruit from every tree ; and 
all the level country being a kind of continued 
orchard, feems to be one common property. Yet 
with fuch exalted ideas of general benevolence, 
theie people were mod dexterous in itealing the 
property of the French. The chiefs, however, 
did not feem to Encourage the depredations of 
their inferiors ; but, on the contrary, they recom- 
mended feverity to be ufed againftfuch as fhould 
be found deficient in honefry. * 
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ag, are tneir only 
tourou's information it to be credited, the coosc* 
quence of their battles is very fatal to the vaa* 
quiihed. The men end boyt, who are take* cap- 
tive, are moft cruelly nfed, and the women anl 
-girls are fubje&ed to the caprice of the viAm 
Aotourou declared himfelf the produce of one af 
thofe alliances, his mother being a prifbner fiom 
Opia, a neighbouring ifland, with the inhatitanii 
of which thev are nequcntly*at war. 1C Bos> 
gainville afcnbes the ai verify between the tee 
races of people, to thit intercoorfe with the cap* 
tive women of the adjacent ifles* \ 

In each diftria, the will of the chief is thefiv I 
preme law, from which there is no appeal) bat 
the chief himfelf generally confults with die prin- 
cipal inhabitants before he comes to. any decifion. 

M. Bougainville fays, that when the moon ex* 
hibits a particular afpeft, the natives offer up ha* 
man facrifices. He alfo mentions .one circuttv 
fiance which corroborates the idea that thefe peo- 
ple originated on the continent, from whence 
their ancestors rrroft have emigrated. Whenever 
any one fneezes, his companions cry out Evaroca 
teatoua ; that is, the good, being awaken thee. 

The principal people appear to indulge in po- 
ligamy, and indeed it is common among all ranks; 
or rather univerfal love is chara&erftic of the Ota* 
heiteans. Both of the parents are equally fond of 
nurfing their offspring. The women have little 
to do but to fubmit unn-WdtVy to \5n& ^tC& *£ <&* 
men; and fo far are the \att«s &<** Vv^oy* 
by any reftrainta on tfce naflio** oixkeix w»*j 
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that they are often the firft to recommend a per* 
fon, with whom they may indulge them. 

The commodore having been at great expencc 
in bringing Aotourou to Paris, put him there un- 
der the tuition of a perfon eminent for teaching 
the art of fpeech to thofe who were born deaf 
and dumb; but after repeated examinations, 
this gentlemen found the Otaheitean incapable 
of pronouncing any of the French nafal vowels, 
and but few of the confonants. 

Aotouroif informed M. Bougainville, that an 
"Bnglifh lhip had arrived at Otaheite about eight 
mouths before the French touched at that ifland. 
This appears to have been the Dolphin, command- 
ed by Captain Wallis ;. and from him they had 
gained fome knowledge of the ufe of iron. 

On the J6th of April, 1?6'8, M. Bougainville 
difcovered an ifland, and at a coniiderable dis- 
tance they defcried another, which their Indian 
^ad venturer called Oumaitia. He gave them to 
und^rrtand, that he had a ftrong attachment for 
a female of that ifland, and if they would touch 
there, he allured them they would meet with the 
fame refreihments and hofpitality as they had 
found among his countrymen. 

The commander, however, was deaf to thefc 
temptations, and lame day loft light of this ifland. 
The following night proved remarkably fair, and 
the ilars appearing with unclouded luitre, Aotou- 
rou pointed out a conftellation, in the ihoulder 
of Orion, by which he told them if they would 
freer, it would loon bring them to a^ine ifland, 
-where he had numerous acquaintances. But 
as M. Bougainville perlifled in his refolution 
of not altering his courfe, the Indian became 
rery uneafy; and in addition to. the number pf 
bogs, fowls, and fxuits* \\\x\0& \» i«%\^s^^ 



were to be obtained on his favourite i 

particularized the number of line woi 
were abundantly liberal of th«ir favours 
The commodore ftill appearing inftex; 
tourou ran to the ftcerage, and lei zing t 
of the hclca, tried to iteer the courfe be 
and it was with difficulty he was forced 
intention. 

Early the following morning, he afee 
maftheadj and for fevfcral hours wi ft fully} 
the fpot that attracted his regard, Th 
ing night he had pointed out a number 
whofe names he gave in his native langu 
it was afterwards afcertained, that thi: 
was not unacquainted with the phaft 
moon, or the prognostics that evince an i 
i n g ch a n gc o f t he weat her, 1 1 1 i kc wi 1 e 
that his countrymen frequently direi 
courfe at fea by the fats. M. Bougaim 
that the natives of Otaheite are fully p 
that the fun and moon are peopled. 

The weather continued favourable ti 
of April T when they had the misfortu 
their principal pilot hy nn apoplectic fit 
beginning of May, they difcovered thr 
at the ditiance of ten or twelve league 
being unknown to Aotmirou, he imagii 
M. Uougam villus country. As they a\ 
thelargeit of the I e itlands, the coaih apj 
raarkably tteep f and clothed with trees, 
fires were ieen on ihore, and fcvcral h 
natives peeped from under the fhade of 
trees- 
Soon after, a boat with five Indians 
fleering towards the ihip j but though 
pi friendly invitation wa* yo;j^, u^v^ 
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would venture on board. Except a bandage 
round the waift, they were perfectly naked. 
Aotourou addreiTed them in the language of Ota- 
heite, but they underftood not a word he fa id. 
As they held up fome cocoa-nuts, M. Bougain- 
ville fuppofed they might wifh to baiter them, 
and therefore ordered out a boat with a view of 
viiiting thefe -ftrangers 5 but as foon as they per- 
ceived his intentions, they rowed off with all pof- 
fible expedition. 

In a fhort time, however, other boats came in 
fight, and fome of them, lefs diffident than the 
former, came clofe up under the fhip's fide, but 
none could be prevailed on to come on board. 
They exchanged pieces of an exquifitely fine 
{hell, yams, cocoa-nuts, and a water-hen of the 
moil beautiful plumage, for pieces of red fluff 5 
but they feemed to fet little value on the mofl fa- 
vourite articles among the Otaheiteans. One of 
thefe Indians had a cock which he would not 
part with on any terms. 

From the features of thefe iflanders, M. Bou - 
gainville conjectures they are lefs amiable in their 
difpofitions than thole they had lately been con- 
verlant with. They are of a middle fize and ex- 
tremely alert j and fuch dexterous thieves* that it 
was impoilible to guard again ft their depreda- 
tions. 

Their boats were ingenioufly conftru&ed, and 
furnifhed with out-leagers. In thefe, they fol- 
lowed the French veflels a confiderable way out 
to fea, while feveral others, from the adjoining 
iflands, joined the naval proceffion, and made an 
appearance both novel and agreeable. In one of 
the boats was an aged female, remarkable for the 
uglinefs of her features. 

Vqu V. % 1 
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As the weather now fell calm, the commodore 
gave up an intention he had formed of failing 
between the illands, though the channel was four 
miles broad j and ttimding out to Tea, they fooa 
defcried another illand* even while they were yet 
in view, by tbeafliftance of a bright moon light, 
of thofc they had lately left. 

Next morning tbey found their new* difcovery 
to be a beautiful ifland, con fitting of alternate 
mountains and valleys, clothed with the richeft 
verdure, and finely ihaded by the lpreaduig 
branches of the cocoa and other trees. Near the 
vetfern point was a ledge of rocks, on which the 
fea broke with fuch violence, as mull render land- 
ing very dangerous, if not impracri cable. 
■^ Many canoes put off from this ill and, and fail- 
">d round the ftups, though they were proceeding 
at the rate of feven knots an hoar. Gniy one of 
them, however, would venture near; the crew of 
which made figns for the French to land, which. 
they wiftied to have done, had not the breakers 
prevented them. At this time the man at the 
mafthead obferved a number of boats failing to 
the fouthward. 

On the following day they came in fight of an- 
other ifland ; but the fogs intercepted their view. 
The laft-mentioned land is fituated where Taf- 
man has laid down a number of iilands, which 
he difcovered and named Heemlkirk, Prince Wil- 
liam, Pylftaart, Amfterdam, and Rotterdam. The 
longitude likewife nearly correfponds with thofe 
which navigators have called Solomon's Iflesj 
fo that they are probably the fame. It feems, 
indeed, that there are matyj \&&wfc» feax\Krc&. 
sboutin diislaUtude.au^\icuQfc^^o>^^NN^ 
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ive them the general name of the Archipelago 
f Navigators. 

On the morning of the 11th, another ifland 
ras difcovered, which obtained the appellation 
f Forlorn Hope. At this period the weather 
r as extremely unfavourable ; and M. Bougain* 
ille obferves, that in the Pacific the approach 
f land is generally announced by violent tern- 
efts, which increale in fury as the moon wanes ; 
r hile the vicinity of the iilands is generally fore- 
>ld by thick clouds at the horizon, and fqually 
■eather. 

Under fuch circumftances, they found it diffi- 
ult to proceed with the neceflary precaution | 
nd as the crew were in want of provifions, and 
rater, in particular, grew very fcarce, they were 
bliged to take the advantage of every breeze of 
rind by night as well as day, and run all hazards 
yr fear of perifhing by famine. 

Their diftrefs was foon aggravated by the at- 
icks of the i curvy, which inflamed their mouths 
d fuch a degree, that they found a great diffi- 
ulty in fwallowing. Another difeafe arifing 
rom a promifcuous commerce between the fexes, 
kewiie made its appearance, with all its moft 
jrmidable fymptoms, which completed the mi- 
5ry of their (ituation. 

Steeriug a wefterly courfe, on tne 22d they 
ifcovered two iilands, one of which they named 
aurora, and the other Whitfun llle, from the 
ay on which it was difcovered. Proceeding to 
lie northward of the firft difcovered iiland, as an 
nexpe&ed calm prevented them from palling 
ft ween the two, they detcried & T\<x\x%\axv4 v\ 2. 
mical form, which received lYic wpp^*£v3^ *& 
aUePcuk. In the afteriu>ouiao\xaxa\^o\s& > ^»^ 
S3 
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at ten leagues diftance/;vverc perceived, towering! 
as it were, over and above the iilaud of Auruva* 

Next day, the land la It fcen proved io be aa 
inland of great height, wholly covered with trers. 
A number of canoes were coafting the ihore, but 
no ue a p proa ched liie fl u ps . In ths mor n i n g, the 
commodore d I fp ate bed ihree boats, well- manned, 
to take in wood, and to learn the ctrcumibuce* 
of the iftand. Jn the afternoon, M, Bougainville 
followed them j and had the fatisfa£tion to fee 
the natives atiiiting his men in carrying the wood 
to the boats. 

The officer commanding the boat's crew in- 
formed him, that on his firft landing, the natives, 
armed with bows and arrows, ail em bled on the 
ihore, and made a fhew of retiitau.ee. The 
French, however, landed, and the Indians re- 
treated in an attitude of felf-defence. The Prince 
of Naffau approaching them fingly, they no 
longer retired, but accepted fome presents ot red 
cloth, which at once 1 concilia Led their good will. 
The natives now advanced with an appearance 
of friendfhip, and diftributed fome fruit among 
the feamen, for which they refufed to accept any 
return. w 

Thefe people intimated, that they were engag- 
ed in hoftilities with the natives of a different 
diftri£t of the iuand ; and even while they were 
giving this explanation of their fituation, an 
armed party of Indians made their appearance 
from the weftward, while the former feemed de- 
termined not to retreat j but the want of cou- 
rage in their enemies prevented their reiblution 
from being put to the teft. 
M. Bougainville remame.d. oti Vkfc \fcasA <^. 
the boats lad completed rtveuc \^^> ^J 
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look pofTeffion of it in the name of the French 
king. As the boats were putting off, the iilanders, 
who had probably meditated an attack, which 
they had not time to carry into execution, com- 
plimented them with a fhower of arrows and 
ftones : fome even plunged into the waves, aim- 
ing their fury at the (uppofed invaders, and hurl- 
ing defiance at their enemies. One of the fea- 
men being wounded in this unprovoked a (fault, a 
few mulkets were fired to intimidate them ; on 
which they fled with precipitation to the woods, 
and from the cries and lamentations that were 
heard, it is probable fome of them were wounded. 

The commodore having obferved many of the 
natives aftii&ed with the leprofy, gave it the 
name of the Ifle of Lepers. Some of thefe peo- 
ple had mulatto features, and others were perfect 
negroes. Few women were feen among them, 
and thefe were remarkably ordinary, and ill made. 

The females of this lingular country carry 
their children in a bag of cloth flung at their 
backs ; on thefe clothes are elegant drawings in a 
fine crimfon dye. The nofes of the men are pierced 
and hung with ornaments : they wear a bracelet 
on their arm, which had the appearance of ivory, 
and pieces of tortoifeihell round their necks. 

Clubs, (tones, bows, and arrows, form their 
weapons : their arrows are reeds, pointed with 
bone. Their canoes bore a ftrong refemblance 
to thofe of the ifland of Navigators; but they 
did not approach fufHciently near to give an op- 
portunity of obferving their particular conftruc- 
tion. 

Near the beach on which M. \tawgRw&& 
anded, is a lofty hill, extreme^ fttcfc \ yt\.<^<^- 
i with a Superabundance o£ nw&os*. Ttofc^ 
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getable produ&ions here are much lefs luxuriant 
than thole of Otaheitc, owing, as it is fuppofed, 
to the lightnefs of the foil. Figs, of a fpecies 
not feen before, were found in this ifland. Se- 
parate inclofures were obferved, which probably . 
marked the diftin&ions of property. 

It is probable, that thefe people lead very mi- 
ferable lives, from the perpetual wars between 
different diftri&s of the ifland. The found of a 
dram, harth and dilfonant to the ear, was heard 
in the woods, which it was conjectured was a fig- 
nal for the Indians to rally their forces. 

Aotourou formed a very contemptible opinion 
of thefe people, when compared with his own 
countrymen. He had not the High tell idea of 
their language. 

On the 23d, more land was difcovered, which, 
as they advanced, feemed to inclofe almoft the 
whole horizon, fo that the mips were furrounded 
in one ex ten five gulph. The night of the 2oth 
was fpent in tacking, and in the morning it was 
difcovered, that the currents had carried the vef- 
fel feveral miles farther to (he fouth than their 
reckoning. The number of ifles now feen ex- 
ceeded calculation, nor could any end of thefe 
cxlenfive tracks be difcovered. Proceeding, the 
land affumed a beautiful afpe&, being diversified 
with fine trees, between fpots which bore the 
marks of cultivation. Some parts of the moun- 
tains being naked and fpotted with a red earth, 
gave the commodore an idea that they contained 
minerals. 

Arriving at. an inlet which had been feen the 
preceding day, a numVro o£ we/gee* Y&&yh&&vj- 
pronched in their boats, but tvo &%*& <a whssw 
could induce them to coxae u\\ \aowfc. C>^ *m 
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th fhore they faw many of the natives, and 
le boats put off from thence, but refufed to 
r e iny communication with the French. 
\.t the diftance of eight miles from this fpot 
> iilands were feen, which formed the entrance 
a fine bay. The boats being fent forward to 
nd, the report of a muiket was heard, which 
/e the commodore fome uneafinefs. 
>n their return, in the evening, it appeared 
t, in difbbedience to the orders of the com- 
nder, one of them had left her confort ; and 
>roaching near the more, the Indians difcharg- 
two arrows at the crew, which outrage was 
arned by muiketry and fome larger guns. A 
je&ing point of land prevented the boat being 
n ; but. from the inceifant firing, it was appre- 
ided that ihe had been attacked by the enemy 
fome force ; in confequence of which the 
g-boat was ordered out to her affiftance, but 
ore (he was ready, the miffing boat was feen 
tiing round. 
The drums on more now beat inceflantly, and 

cries of the wounded, who retreated to the 
ods, pierced their ears. " I immediately," 
s M. Bougainville, " made fignal for the boat 
some on board, and took my meafures to pre- 
lt our being difhonoured, for the future, by 
:h an abufe of the fuperiority of our power." 
The lad-mentioned country confided of a num- 

of fmall iilands. The inhabitants went na- 
l, except a bandage round their waift \ and in 
loft every refpecl: refembled thofe of the ifle 
Lepers. M. Bougainville very prudently de- 
led any attempt to trade with thefe people, 
om he could not fuppofe well inclined to thofe 
o had done them foch t&uVv^\^\^\^« 
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On the morning of the 27th, they again fet 
fail -, and in a few hours had fight of a fine plan- 
tation of trees, between which were regular 
walks. Many of the natives were deferred near 
this fpotj and as an inlet was obferved at no 
great diftance, the commodore ordered the boaU 
to be hoi fled out ; but it was found impracticable 
,to land. 

The mips now quitted this great clufler of 
iflands, which received the general appellation 
of the Archipelago of the Great Cyclades. It is 
conjectured to occupy no lefs extent than three 
degree* of latitude and five of longitude. M. 
Bougainville fays, that thefe lflands are not the 
fame with theTierra Auflral del Eipirito Santo of 
Quiros; but that Roggewein faw the northern 
extremity of them, which" he denominated Gro- 
niogen and Tienhoven. 

Our author row relates a very Angular fa&, 
■which, as it fhews the romantic turn of fome 
minds, and at the fame time does honour to hu- 
man nature, it would be depriving our readers 
of a pleafure, were we to withhold it. 

On board the Etoile was a perfon, reported to 
be a woman, which opinion was pretty well con- 
firmed by her voice, fhape,^and want of beard. 
The commodore was defirous of afcertaining this 
curious circumftance 3 and enquiring into the 
fa£t, the party conferTed her fex, while floods of 
tears ft reamed down her face. She related her 
extraordinary life with the genuine fimplicity 
that characterizes truth. Born in Burgundy, and 
left an orphan; her fortune was ruined by the 
v n fa 1 i n n a i (: i iTue of a Yaw -ft\w. Otv \\\\* ^r. to- 
fohed to lay aiide the haXAv ^ \\« te*i wA «*- 
g*&td in the icrvice o£ a ^\«s»* *.^«* 
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but hearing of M. Bougainville s intended expe- 
dition round the world, flie repaired to Rochforr, 
where, jutt before the fhips failed, fhe entered 
into the iervice of M. de Coramerfon, who made 
the voyage with a view of increafing his botani- 
cal knowledge. 

She followed her matter with extreme fidelity, 
and with aftonifhing courage and refolution, 
through deep fnows, on the hoary tops of moun- 
tains in the Straights of Magellan, carrying loads 
of plants, herbs, arms, and provifions, with ala- 
crity and pleafure. 

Whilft our adventurers were at Otaheite, the 
men of that ifland flocked round bur heroine, 
and exclaiming, this is a woman i were about to 
treat her with rudenefs, had not an officer refcued 
her from their hands, and ordered her to be deli- 
vered unviolated'on board the fhip. . Such is the 
little tale of this adventurous female, whofe purity 
of morals, amid the licentious fcenes which lhe 
mull have lbme times been obliged to witnefs, 
was as extraordinary as her courage. 

M. Bougainville obferves, that this is the firft 
woman who ever circumnavigated the globe j 
and remarks on the. Angularity of her fituation, 
iliould the fhips nave chanced to have been 
wrecked on fome defert ifland in this great ocean. 

On the night of the 4th of June, fome breakers 
were feed by moonlight, at half .a league's dis- 
tance. In the morning they difcovered a low, 
flat ifland, abounding in birds, which was named 
the Shoal of Diana. 

About this period feveral fpecies of fruit, and 
fome pieces of wood, floated by the, ftvuj, and aa 
uncommon fpecies of flying flStw \*a& tee&vst^'* 
black body agxd red wing** ^ 
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The fait provifions were now become fo putrid, 
that the crew, though almofton the point of flaw- 
ing, could fcarcely fwallow them j and, therefore, 
the rais were induftriouily hunted and eaten in 
preference to them. The remaining peas were 
only fuffkient for forty days consumption, and 
the bread for two months j fo that it became ab- 
fohitely neceffary to fteer another courfc P 

Be tore day -break on the 10th, an agreeable 
fragrance impregnated the air, a proof that the/ 
were in the vicinity of land, which appeared by 
fun-rifmg. This is defcribed iis a molt delicious 
country, divided near the coaft into groves and 
plains ; behind which the land rifes in the form 
of an amphitheatre, till it is loft in the clouds. 
The raoft lofty of this chain of mountains couJd 
. not be lefs than feventy miles inland. The 
whole ifland appeared to be rich and fertile ; but 
the deplorable htuation the Ihips companies were 
in, would not admit of their Haying to take a 
more accurate furvey. 

Towards night, a mod prodigious fwell drove 
the fhips violently towards land, and they were 
foon within two miles of it. The night was 
patTed in this dangerous fituation, taking advan- 
tage of eveiy (light breeze to clear the more. A 
number of boats were feen coafting the ifland, 
on many parts of which fires gleamed. 

For feveral fucceffive days the fog was fo thick, 
that the Boudeufe was obliged to fire frequent 
guns to keep company with the Etoile. Several 
il.ell-rllh, called cornets, leaped into the veflels 
in the night ; and as thefe animals are never 
found but in {hattow w&tei, v\\\* evee\Ks&ax&& 
iufi&tiently indicated the fovK&v&t* ^l -««»V&. 
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The weather becoming fine on the l6th, oa 
iat and the following day, feveral i (lands were 
fcovered; one of which was called Ufhant, 
om its fimilitude to the French ifland of that 
ame. By this time our voyagers were reduced 
> very great extremities j the allowance of bread 
id peas was confiderably reduced. They had 

ihe goat on board, brought from Falkland's 
lands, which yielded them milk daily 5 yet the 
arving crew demanded this vi&imj and the 
ntcher, who had been her feeder, burft into 
ars when he was compelled to plunge his knife 
ito the bread of his favourite. Soon after a dog 
ill a facrifice to the dire demands of hunger : in 
iort, every thing that had life, or was edible, 
r as greedily devoured. 

On the 1 8th, a number of iflands were difco* 
ered, and on the 20th many more. The navi- 
a tors now ftruggled with the moft aggravated 
ilaraitics. On the 25th high fend was difco- 
ered, which appeared to terminate in a cape* 
'his they doubled with the moft lively tranfport j 

3 they were now fure of having left the Archi- 
elago of lilands, amidft which they had long 
een in the hourly danger of periuSing. Thia 
ras called Cape Deliverance, and a neighbour- 
ly bay received the appellation of the Gulph of 
xmifiade. 

About fixty leagues north of Cape Deliverance, 
md was again di fcovered, which proved to be two 
nail iflands. As the (hips drew towards the coaft, 
be natives came off in their boats, carrying from 
wo to twenty men each. Thofe people were as 
►lack as the negroes of Guittta, *w<L itej fcasL 
ag curled hair. They vrae axxs^^V&A"a»K*^- 

4 bow*, and kept up a cauftqp& *m*o&»* 
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which Lad more the appearance of war than 
peace* 

When the boats, which had been fent to re- 
connoitre the coaft, returned, it was reported, 
(hat the fea broke on all parts of* the co^it - 7 that 
they found only one fruall river j and that the 
land was wholly covered with wood. The ha hi 
tationa nf the native are fenttend over the mouQ< 
tains, which extend down to the very beach 

Some of the Indians following one of the ftiip' 
boats, put themfeJvea into an attitude of defiance j 
but fortunately for himfelf, he ddiiled in time 
from hoftiiities. 

M, Bougainville fays, lie was now advanced 
too far to return ; but that he fiill hoped to find 
a paflage between the ifbnds ; though the wea- 
ther was extremely foggy and unfavourable. In 
the morning of the \ ii of July, they found them* 
felves in the fame itntion they had quitted the night 
before, having been impelled, and again driven 
back by the tides. Soon after they difcovered 
Denny's Race, as it was called, from the mailer 
of the Boudeufe. A race, it ihould be obferved, 
is that part of a flraight or channel, where two 
oppofite tides meet. 

Boats being fent out to find anchorage, about 
one hundred and fifty of the natives advanced in 
their canoes, armed with ihields, lances, and 
bows ; and haltily rowing up to the French, be- 
gan the attack with hideous outcries. The firft 
firing of mufketry did not deter them 5 but on 
the fecond, which it was fuppofed had more ef- 
fect, they fled in precipitation, and fome of them, 
leaving their canoes, lwavn to \.Yie, foxcrcc , 
Two canons were taVLerv \ti vYi\* cotAafc., w\ •C^fe 
Hern of which was iUe fcgjxw oi- *ibm£%Y**& 
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with a long beard. The eyes were mother of 
pearl, the ears tortoifeihell, and the lips were 
painted a vermilion red. Exclufive of their 
weapons and utenfils, in thefe boats were found 
cocoa-nuts and other fruits ; and (hocking to re- 
late, the jaw of a man half broiled. 

The natives of this coaft are negroes 5 they 
colour their hair yellow, red, and white j and 
their clothing confifts of a fingle piece of matting 
round their waifts. This place received the nam* 
of the Me of Choifeul. 

On the 4th, fome elevated lands were feen, 
from whence a few Indians coming off, lay on 
their oars, and accepted fuch trifling prefcnts as 
were thrown to them. This infpiring them with 
a little confidence, they now exhibited fome co- 
coa-nuts, exclaiming, Bouca, bouca, onelle 1 and 
feeracd highly delighted when they foond the 
itrangers repeat the fame words. The French 
then made figns for them to fetch fome more co- 
coa-nuts ; but they had fcarcely b-gun to with- 
draw, before one of them difcharged an arrow, 
which, however, did no damage. 

Thefe people were perfectly naked j had long 
ears bored, and (hort curled hair, which fome of 
them hid dyed red. Their teeth were alfo red, 
probably from chewing betel. 

This ifland, which wjs named Bouka, appear- 
ed to be cultivated, and from the h umber of huU 
which was feen, was probably very populous. 
The profufion of cocoa-trees, difperfed over a 
beautiful plain, was a mfficient temptation for 
landing ; but the rapidity of the currents pre- 
vented it. 

Two more iflands were iefcttek ow <&« *^ 

and as the wood and watei WW t^S^^xx 

Vol. V. T ** 
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difeafe wa3 making ihe mofi alarming progftfi, 
the commodore w;a determined to Utiul. Ac- 
cordingly t tbc mips came to an author, and ibe 
watcr-caiks were lent on iLorc, while a tent u a 
erecled for tbc fick. Here they found plenty of 
wod ; but no fruits. Two burs were dilcovcral 
near the encampment, on the bank* of a rivulctj 
and fcveral traces of the Indians having lately 
been there \ but none now made their appear- 
ance, which gave the invalid* an opportunity otf 
ranging without fear, for the recovery of their 
health; and they found this a mod dcfirablc 
fpot, bad it not been for a deficiency in vegetable 
productions, fit for food. 

They Jaw here a large Uue-crefted pigeon, 
with a note lb plaintive, that the teamen at firit 
miftook it for the lamentation* of human beings 
in the neighbourhood of the mountains, 

M. Bougainville relates a .lingular incident. 
A Teaman, on examining fome ibells on the 
beach, found a plate of lead, buried in the fand, 
on which the following letters were very viublc: 

— HOR'D HERE 

— ICK MAJESTY'S 

The marks of the nails, by which it had been 
fattened^ plainly appeared; and it was evident, 
that the natives muft have torn down and broken 
the plate. 

This circumftance gave rife to a diligent fearch, 

and a few miles from the watering place, a fpot 

was difcovered where the Engliih had encamped. 

Several trees were found lately felled, and others 

f&wn in pieces. A very W^e *\A fc^^\<y&sss& 

tree was fcen, on wincAx toe, \tita\^Qvv>^^>aec^ 

itiSxed. One of Ui© ue.es^\xvc\x\v^\^^^ 
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down, had put forth flioots of about four months 
growth. 

Our voyager confiders this as an extraordinary 
coincidence of events, that amidft fo many iflands, 
and fo widely diiperfed, he fhould happen to an- 
chor at the identical one, which had fo recently 
been vifited by a rival nation. 

They found a few cabbage-trees qn this ifland; 
and forae wild boars were leen, but none x>f them 
could be taken. A few pigeons were {hot, the 
plumage of which was beautifully varied with 
green and gold. One of the moft extraordinary 
animal productions, however, was an infect, the 
body and wings of which were of fuch a won- 
derful texture, that they fo nearly refembled the 
leaf of a tree, as fcarcely to be diftinguiihed from 
it. When the wings were extended, each formed 
a femi-leaf, and when clofed, it was entire. This 
is commonly called the leaf infeft. It was pre* 
ferved in fpirits, and depofited in the cabinet of 
the King of France. 

The neceifary repairs of the veflels were car- 
ried on with the utmoft expedition, and an equal 
diviiion was made of the remaining fieri der Hock 
of provifions. From the commodore to the hum* 
bleft perfon on board, all fared alike : their neccf- 
fities, like death, baniihed all diftin&ions. 

On the 13th, they had an opportunity of view- 
ing an eclipfe of the folar luminary, and of mak- 
ing the proper nautical and aftronomical remarks. 
The name of Port Praffin was given to the har- 
bour where the {hips anchored. 

While they lay here, a failor, in hauling the 
Seine, was bit by a poifonous fta&rVL*, YwXfoiXac- 
Mtely cured in a few hours \>y a ^xofofe Y^W^* 
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tion, produced by Swallowing flower-de-luce wa- 
ter, and Venice trearie. 

Aotourou having remarked the progrefs of the 
cure, intimated* that at Gtaheite there were fea- 
fnakes, whofe bite is eonftantly mortal. Wc do 
not remember, however, to have read that any of 
cur voyagers faw thofe dangerous reptiles. 

On the 22d, they felt repeated concuflions of 
the earth for the fpace of two minutes . The \t 
rofe and fell with great agitation 3 which extend- 
ed as far as the ijiips. 

Though the weather was uniformly had, d] 
ferent parties traverftd the ifland in fcarch 
pigeons and fruits. At laft they difcovered foi 
mango applet and a kind of pruen. A fpeci* 
of ivy was fucoefsfully applied in the cure oft] 
fourvy. May not almoft every kind of vegctabl 
have the fame effect ?. 

In one part of this iflarid an immenfe cafcadc 
was feeo falling from numerous rocks into a 
hundred bafons of water, at oncti ihaded and 
adorned by flately trees, fome of which grew 
even in the refervoirs. 

The fituation of the fhip's companies now be* 
qame fo deplorable, that no time was to be loft. 
A favourable breeze fpringing up on the 24th, 
they put the fhips to fea. 

_M. Bougainville remarks, that this country 
muft be New Britain, and that their fiation mull 
have been the fame with what Dampier calls St. 
George's Bay, though that adventurer had the 
good fortune to land on a part of it where the 
natives fupplied his wants. A fucceffion of 
Wands having been feeu n\ i\ve oviy^n^ ^\*> 
mm$d after the officers o£ v.^ &\^> ^ 
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The field tents were now cut up to repair the 
Teamen's clothes -, and at this period, their fcanty 
allowance of bread ^vas obliged to be ftill farther 
reduced. Their fait provifions were become nau- 
feous to a high degree, yet their ftarving fituation 
rendered them palatable. Amid ft all their dif- 
trefles, no one gave way to defpondency; and 
the common men, influenced by the example of 
their officers, employed every evening in danc- 
ing, which was no lefs falutary to health than 
conducive to the amufement of the mind. 

New Britain continued in view till the begin- 
ning of Auguft, when the (hips being near land, 
feveral Indian canoes came off. The crews were 
tall and a&ive, and wore nothing but a few leaves 
round their middle. They held out fomething 
like bread, and invited the French to land ; but 
though they accepted fomc prefents, it was im- 
poflible to conciliate their confidence fo far as to 
prevail on them to come on board. 

The foUowing day, a large number of the na- 
tives aflembled round the Boudeufe 3 and one of 
them, who appeared to be a perfon of fome au- 
thority, bore a red ftaff, knobbed at each end. 
On approaching the lhip, he held his hand over 
his head for a confiderable fpace. The French, 
in vain, tried to gain the good will of thefe peo- 
ple. They eagerly grafped at what was given 
them ; but made no return. A few yams were 
all that could be procured from them. 

On the 31 ft, a number of canoes attacked the 
Etoile with a volley o ftones and arrows 3 but a 
(ingle difcharge'of mtrfketry put them to flight. 

On the 4th of Auguft, ttey .favN \>no SfcaxAa* 
fuppofed to be the fame a* ate ti*TNdk^Nfc&» 
and Stormy I/lands by Ttaagra. O* «» Y» 
T3 ^ 
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they defcried a flat ifland, 3 bounding with cooob- 
nut trees, which appeared to be well inhabited. 
The following day they fell in with a clutter of 
frcwH itiauds, to get clear of which they experi- 
enced many and great dangers, 

Coafting along, ihey afterwards came in fi^ht 
of two lofty peaks, to which they give the appel- 
lation of I he Two Cyclops A few days after, 
they made an attempt to land ; but a oartj itnt 
out in a boat reporting, that the tpot afforded no 
vegetables fit for food, thty debited from the a 
tempt* 

From the rippling of a lrrong tide, it was Ulf- 
covered that" there were breakers ahead ; and the 
Imp actually patted over them, though withoul 
much danger or damage. 

At this time no lefs than forty of the crew* 
were afflicted with the fcurvy, of which M. 
Denys, tirft matter of the lioudeofe, died, greatly 
regretted by his companions. The liberal ufe nf 
wine and lemonade a ififted to mitigate the fever 
rity of this cruel diforder. 

Still furrounded with iflands, they now (leered 
a foutherly courfe, and at laft got out of the la^ 
byrinth, through a channel about three leagues 
wide. The iflands which formed it, they deno- 
minated the French Tallage. ,> 

On the 27th, feveral other iflands were feen 
to the fouth-weft, when M, Bougainville gave 
orders for a boat, from the Etoile, to Iteer in 
queft of anchorage, and to examine the produce. 
On two of thefe ifles they landed, but had no 
reafon to fuppofe they were inhabited, when at 
laAan Indian made up to \.Yv& Vnft., *sv\ \*j ^g» 
was made to undexftand tiaax ike* >**rt«k «« 
ire#unents. *£ 
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This mati prelented them with a farinaceous 
fubftance and fome water, for which he received 
a handkerchief and a looking glafs, and fome 
other trinkets, at which he feeraed to laugh, as 
thinking them beneath his notice j from whence 
it was concluded, that he had had fome inter- 
courfe with the Dutch fettlements in the vicinity, 
called the Seven lilands, which, by earthquakes, 
are now reduced to five. 

On the laft day of this month the commodore 
difcovered the Ifle of Ceram. This place is partly 
cultivated, and partly in a Hate of nature. It is 
very mountainous. A number of fires indicated 
that it was well peopled. 

Early in the morning of the lft of September, 
our voyagers found therrrfelves at the entrance 
of a bay, where they law fevfral tires. Soon 
after they difcovered two boats under fail. On 
this he imprudently hoifted Dutch colours and 
fired a gun \ but as the natives of Ceram were at 
variance with the Dutch, this fruftrated his de- 
fign. 

Thus difappointed, he returned to the bay; 
and the following night a number of tires at- 
tracted their attention to the ifland of Boero, 
where the Dutch have a factory well provided 
with the neceflary refreshments. 

This factory is at the entrance of the gulph of 
Cajeli, which the French approached at dawn. 
The joy on this, occafion- is not to be defcribed ; 
for at this time more thin one half of the crews 
were unfit for duty, and fcarcely a man was 
quite free from the fcurvy. The little provifion 
they had on board was aWo\\xVs\^ i^N&^'jsAnW 
finell wag become int^ctafcta. 



^ 
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Thus circumftanced, it may be well fuppofed, 
their change of profpe£ts was peculiarly grateful. 
The brfeeze wafied fragrance from the Moluccas, 
and recreated their fenles, " The afpect," fays 
our author, " of a pretty large town, and of 
fhips at anchor, the cattle grazing on the mea- 
dows, and the general fertility of the feene> 
c- nil fed tranfports, which I have felt , but cannot 
defcribc." 

M. Bougainville hoiftcd Dutch colours and 
tfred a gun - t but though feveral boats were in 
ihe vicinity, none of them came along-fidc him. 
In a fhort time, however, a piragua, rowed by 
Indians, adduced towards the ibip ; but none of 
them would come on board. Notwithftandin^ 
this, the commodore proceeded under full fail, 
and in the afternoon anchored oppofite the 
factory. 

Some Dutch foldicrs, one of whom fpoke 
French, now came on board the Boucleufe, de- 
manding the realbn of her entering the port in 
defiance of the exclulive right the Dutch Eaft 
India Company poffefted of that privilege. He 
was anfwered, that neceflity alone drove them to 
that ftep 3 that hunger muft preclude the force 
of treaties ; and that they would depart imme- 
diately, as their wants were fupplied. 

The foldiers departing, foon returned with a 
copy of the peremptory orders of government 
again ft admitting any foreign thips into the port j 
and deft ring a written ftatement of the reafons 
on which they had been induced to tranfgrefs it. 
This requeft being complied with, all difficulties 
were at an end ; and the refident having per- 
formed his duty as an officer, was anxious to dif- 
chargc the fuperior duties oi Wt^\\^. Tk 
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commodore and his officers were invited to fup 
with him on ihore, an invitation they gladly ac- 
cepted. % 

The refident and his friends beheld with equal 
pleafure.and furprife the effe&s that hunger had 
on the appetites of the guetis, nor were they 
willing to tafte the repaft till their vifitants were 
fully fatisfied. The commodore fays he enjoyed 
this treat the more, as he had previouily lent 
iupplies on board fo,r his ftarving men. 

A contract was now made for a liberal fupply 
of animal food, and rice in room of bread. The 
refident alio humanely furnifhed them with what 
nulfe could be fparedfrom the company's garden. 
The fick werei lauded, and indulged with the 
privilege of walking about, for the reftoration of 
their health. 

To relieve his men, the flaves, belonging to the 
company, were hired to fill the warer-caiks, and 
to convey the provisions on board. 

*This ifland is defcribed as a delightful aflTem- 
blage of woods, hills, plains, and well cultivated 
vales. The town of Cajeli and a few Indian 
buildings form the fettlement. A ftone fort, 
which the Dutch had originally erected, was ac- 
cidentally blown up in 10*89 ; fince which time 
it is inclofed with palifadoes, and has a battery 
of fix fmall cannon. About fifty white people 
rcfide on the ifland, one half of whom are mi- 
litary, under the command of the prefident. The 
negroes, who refide in the interior, fubfiii by the 
cultivation of rice. 

The natives of this country, who adopt the 
protection of the Dutch, are infpired with a jea- 
lous dread of all foreigners. The Alfourians, 
however a clafs of -aborigines, maintain unlimit- 
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ed freedom and perfed independency among 
the mountains m the inland parts. 

The chief prod lifts of the iflaod are black and 
white ebony, pepper, pine apples, citrons, lemons 
oranges, bananas, aitd cocoa-nuts* Sago is aJfo 
produced here, and excellent barley. The fea- 
thered race are numerous and beautiful. Among 
the quadrupeds is a wild cat, with a bag under 
its belly for the eonV cyanee of its young. Bats 
:md ierp^nts are of an enormous fize; fomeoftbe 
latter are mortally venomous. Crocodiles of 
aftou ifliing magnitude refide on the banks of the 
rivers, devouring fuch beads as come in their 
way, and the human race are only protected from 
their fury by carrying torches* M. Bougainville 
aifertSj that thefe ferocious creatures have been 
known to feize people in their boats* 

The Dutch rdident, at lAocto, Uvea in great 
elegance and fplcndor, Our author fpeaks of hii 
poli tenets and hofpitality in terms of the higheft 
panegyric. After having twice received the 
French officers with a ceremonious refpeci, he bid 
adieu to thereflraint of forms, and bid them wel- 
come at all hours, as if his table had been their 
own. 

The houfe of this gentleman is conftru&ed in 
the Chinefe tafte, in the middle of a garden in- 
terfered by a river, and is handfomely fnrni fri- 
ed. The approach to this manfion is through a 
beautiful avenue of trees, which defcend to the 
fea-fide. 

Theaftoniihment of Aotourou, at thefirft fight 

* of an European fettletnent, is not to be defcribed. 
He regarded every object with the mod intenfe 
curiofity, and was highly delighted with the hof- 

pitality of the Dutch, £u^po(vv\^ v\v^v sswj >&\^ 



' Bougainville's voyage. 21S 

was freely given, becaufe he was unacquainted 
w ith money as a medium of exchange." 

M. Bougainville fays, that his Otaheitean did 
not neglect to give the Dutch an intimation of 
the confequencc he "was of in his own country; 
and that his prefent voyage was merely to enjoy 
the pleafure of a fociety which he loved. He 
imitated the French modes to the utmoft. His 
knees being diftorted, he thought the Dutch resi- 
dent undervalued him on that account, and actu- 
ally requefted forae of the feamen to prefs their 
weight on his limbs, to render them ftraight. This 
circumftance, however, gives us no very exalted 
idea of his understanding. It fecms both the 
Engliih and the French were rather unfortunate 
in the fpecimens they exhibited in Europe of the 
natives of that delicious fpot. Perhaps it may be 
alleged that none but fools would leave it ! 

Aotourou would frequently enquire of his 
friends, if Paris was as grand a place as Boero* 
He feemed to think this, compared with what he 
had been accuitomed to, was the ne plus ultra of 
fplendor and civilization. 

Though the French were only fix days on 
fhore, the falubrity of the air had fo far invigorat- 
ed them, that, with the afiiflance of the freili fup- 
plies laid in, it was thought very poflible to com- 
plete their recovery at fea. Accordingly the lick 
were conveyed to the mips in the morning of the 
7th, and towards evening, they weighed anchor, 
and foon got clear of the gulph of Cajeli. 

Having coafted feveral illands, on the 9th, they 
had fight of Xullabeffic, where the Dutch have a 
factory named Cleverblad. Here is a garrifon of 
twenty-five men, under the difcipline of a fer- 

&eant« 
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grant, and commanded by a writer to the Du'.cH 
baft India Company ■ 

Ou the morning of the 1 1 th, they had fight of 
the illand of Wawnni, and foon after they defcri- 
ed Bouton, the ftraights of which they entered 
t h e fo H o w [ n g day . Here t hey obfer ved a 1 q uare - 
built veffel, ranging the ihore, with a piragua in 
tow. The French ihtps were no lboncr obi erred 
by this veiTel, than the endeavoured to con err jI 
herfelf behind a fnuli ifland. It appeared thrt 
ihc was a pirate, and that whatever prifoners ihc 
took, were fold for ilavcs. 

Sailing paft a beautiful port in the ifle of Ce- 
lebes, they enjoyed an enchanting view of a 
country deli ghtfully variegated with mountains, 
hills, and valleys, and clothed with an exuberate 
of verdure- Soon afier T patfing the ifland of 
Pangafani, the lhips were furrounded by canoes, 
bringing paroquets, cockatoos, various other birds 
and fowls, eggs, and fruits, which they exchang- 
ed for knives, or Dutch coin. Thefc people 
were natives of Bouton, had a brown complexion, 
ordinary features, and were low in ftature. They 
profefs the Mahometan faith, and fpeak the fame 
language as is common in the Moluccas. They 
feemed honeft, though expert traders. They had 
fome nutmegs in their poffeflion, which they faid 
they procured from Ceram and Banda. 

The coaft of Pangafani is defcribed as riling in 
the form of an amphitheatre from the fhore, 
which is probably inundated at particular fea- 
fons, as the habitations of the natives are built on 
the flopes of the hills. The people of Bouton 
confider thofe of Pangafani as freebooters j and 
each party is conftantly provided again ft the at* 
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tacks of the other, by a dagger, (tuck in the 
girdle. 

On the 14th, a number of piraguas furronnded 
the Boudeufe, and one (hewed Dutch colours. It 
appeared that this boat belonged to one of the 
chiefs of the country, to whom, by way of pre- 
eminence, they had granted the privilege of a 
flag. 

Next day M. Bougainville engaged an Indian 
pilot, but the weather being uncommonly favour- 
able, his fervices might have been difpenfed with. 
Soon, however, the winds and tides being adverfe, 
the ihips came to an anchor, when the piraguas 
came off in great numbers, bringing cottons and 
a variety of refrefhments. 

Getting clear of the narrow pafs, they anchor- 
ed in Bouton Bay. The Indian pilot (hewed a 
difpofition to be as ferviceable as poflible ; but 
he feemed little acquainted with the European 
art of navigation. This perfon and another In- 
dian drank plentifully of what brandy was given 
them, but abfolutely refufed to tafte the fhipt 
provifions, eating only bananas and betel. 

As the ihips were under fail from Bouton Bay, 
the Indians came off with abundance of fruits, 
poultry, and eggs, which they fold at fuch mode- 
rate rates, that even the common mariners could 
furnifh themfelves with refrefhments in plenty. 

Among the reft of their vifiters were five 
orankays, or chiefs of Bouton, who arrived in a 
boat of the European form, with Dutch colours 
hoifted at the poop. Thefe people were drefled 
in jackets and long trowicrs; they wore turbans, 
and each had a filver-headed cane, as a badge of 
coniequence. They prefented the commodore 
with a rbe-buck, and were com^\i\x^\rt&&Y^^~ 

Vol. V. U ^ 
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tarn with fome filk llufts- They profeiTed a jreat 
partiality for the French nation, and drank the 
health oi his Molt Chriftiaii Majetfy in fuel* 
plentiful bumper of patent liquor* that the/ 
were obliged to be aiftited into their vcflel. 

The Indian pilot having communicated to the 
commodore, that the foutn-caft wind uniformly 
btesv Ireiheft about noon, he availed himfelfof 
this intelligence, which he found eitacHv true, 
and got out to iea without difficulty. This pe- 
culiarity in the wind is a circuniftancc well 
known to the natives; and it was observed* tint 
all their boiiU retired before tho lim reached the 
meridian* 

After palling the ifte of Saleyor, where the 
Dutch have a kind of refitteiit., on the 18th the; 
di ("covered land in different dive&ions, whicl 
they exiled North llland, South I Hand, and tin 
Ifle of PaBige; By day-light, ne\t morning 
they were in fight of the eoaii of Celebes, wbieh 
is defcribed as one of the molt luxuriant fpots in 
the oriental leas. Iinmcnfe herds of cattle graze 
the plains, which are fprinkled with groves, 
while the conft is one continued plantation of 
the cocoa-nut tree. The champaign parts are 
mottly cultivated and covered with houfes ; while 
the mountains behind them add dignity and or- 
nament to the landscape. 

This day M. Bougainville chafed a Malayan 
boat, in hopes of obtaining a pilot; but they fled 
at his approach, and efciped. It was fuppofed 
fhe mi (took the JJoudeuie for a Dutch ihip. It 
feems the generality of the people on the coatt 
are pirates, who are always enilaved, when they 
fall into the hands of the Dutch. 
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In the afternoon of the 22d, the north-eaft 
coaft of Madura was defcried at a great diftance. 
On the fucceeding morn, four fhips were feen, 
two of which hoifted Dutch colours. One of 
them proved to be a fnow from Malacca, bound 
for Japara. 

The commodore now coafted Java, the fhore of 
which is level, but the mountains rife to a vaft 
height. Proceeding in fome apprehenfion left 
they ihould overfhoot the port of Batavia, on the 
morning of the 27th, they had fight of the church* 
of that town, on which they fleered directly for 
the road, where they anchored with the pleaf- 
ing reflection, that after all their dangers, they 
were now in a fair way of a fafe arrival in Eu- 
rope. 

M. Bougainville was foon vifited, as ufual, by 
a Dutch officer 5 but as he had previoufly fent a 
roeflenger to wait on the governor, he declined 
giving this deputy any anfwer till he knew the 
refult of his own difpatches. It appeared that 
the governor was at his country feat, about nine 
miles from the town 5 but the fabandar promifed 
to introduce the commodore to his excellency 
next morning. 

Owing to the heat of the climate, journies are 
always performed early. Accordingly M. Bou- 
gainville fet out with the fabandar foon after day 
break; and on reaching the governors palace, 
met with a reception equally fincere and oblig- 
ing. This chief, whofe power extends fo far and 
whofe fplendor is fo great, as a proof of the hu- 
manity of bis own difpofition, applauded the con- 
duct of the refident at Boero in his treatment of 
the French during the period of iignal diflrefs. 

U 2 ^i 
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The fick Wf re allowed to be landed and lodg- 
ed in the hofpital, and the aecetiary i up plies were 
to be furnilhed, under the direction of the fa ban* 
dar* Aft er t he fe 3 rra ugemen ts t \ t \v a s a g reed on 
to falute the fort with fifteen guns, which com- 
pliment was returned wit h % an equal n timber. 

The officers having difpofed of the iick, now 
took lodgings for themfelves; and Toon after fix- 
ed a day for paying a vifit of ceremony to the 
governor at Jacatra, his country feat. After 
this, they paid their refpe&s tothe rear admiral, , 
who is always a member of the regency, and 
lives with a degree of fplendor that would not 
difgraceapritice. 

Si. Bougainville mentions the theatre of Bata- 
via, as an elegant building. Of the performances 
he could not jndge, from his ignorance of the lan- 
guage. The fame difficulty attended bim when 
he viewed the Chinefe comedies. E\clufive of 
thefe regular exhibitions, we are told that panto- 
mimes are daily performed on fcaffolds, in % the 
Chinefe quarter of this city. It is a peculiarity 
in the Chinefe comedy, that all the male charac- 
ters mould be reprefented by females. 

Our author gives a very partial defcription of 
Batavia. He fays the neatnefs is all Dutch, the 
magnificence all Parisian. M. Mohr, we are 
told, a clergyman of this place, diftinguifhed for 
his immenfe wealth and his extenfive knowledge, 
has erected, in the gardens of one of his country 
houfes, one of the mod fuperb obfervatories in 
the world, and has furniihed it with the beft in- 
struments of European artifts. This gentleman, 
M. Bougainville adds, " is doubtlefs the richelt 
•f all the children of Urania." 
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The houfes in Batavia are only one dory high, 
on account of the frequency of the earthquakes 
which vifit this place 5 but the opulence of the 
inhabitants is fufficiently marked by the mag- 
nificent tafte in which they are furnifhed. This 
place, however, is vifibly on the decline 5 but it 
will always be of confequence, from the refined 
policy of the Dutch, which renders it difficult for 
a perfon, after having accumulated wealth here, 
to transmit it to Europe. 

The diftinction of rank is obferved with the 
moll minute attention at Batavia, and etiquette 
is never difpenfed with. The gradation of pre- 
cedence is as follows : the high regency, the court 
of jufUce, the ecclefiaftics, the company's fer- 
vants, the naval and military officers. From the 
court of juftice there is no appeal 5 and fome 
years ago, this court fentenced to death a gover- 
nor of Ceylon, who had been convicted of the 
mod infamous malverfation in his government. 

If any of the native fovereigns of Java offend 
againft the eftablifhed Dutch policy, they are 
put to death in the mod inhuman manner. On 
thcfe melancholy occafions, the unhappy victims 
are dreffed in white 3 and though decapitation is 
etteemed an honourable kind of punifhment, it- 
muft never be inflicted here, from a prevalent 
opinion among the natives, that the lofs of the 
head in the other world would be productive of 
an eternity of woe. Hence, though the abori- 
ginal inhabitants fubmit to have their princes 
taken off, fometimes on (lender pretences, by the 
cruelelt means, beheading them would infallibly 
excite a revolt. 

The feveral chiefs of the different diftricts of 
Java, arc furrounded with D\x\£h. ^a*v^\fc \W: 
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they arc only nominally poflefTcd of fovereign 
power. However, they are nfeful agents to the 
D uic h, and therefore are tolerated in the exerrife 
of fuch privilege* as do not interfere with the fu- 
perior rights which the company have alfumed. 

Before the expiration of ten days from their 
arrival, every officer of the Boudeufe began to 
experience the fatal efTefe of the climate* and 
at length Aotourou felt it* peftiferoos influence j 
and nothing but the readlnefs with which he 
fubmhted to medical advice, could have iavrd 
him from the eonfequtncey of the contagion. Fur 
a long time after he left Bat a via, he dihSn^ui fil- 
ed it by the cxprellive appellation of Enoua Ma- 
te, " the land which kills/* 

Every reuuifite preparation being made, the 
fhip-i failed from thence on the ldth of October, 
l/t)S, and, in three days, cleared the Straights nf 
Suuda. By this time all the crew were perfectly 
cured of the fcurvy ; but lbme few were frill af- 
fecled with the dy fen try and bloody flux. 

On the 20th, the lhips came in fight of the Id© 
of France, and on the 8th of November, the Bou- 
deufe anchored in port, and next day the Etoile, 
which had unavoidably been left behind, came 
in. Here the ihips were repaired ; and the com- 
modore difcharged feveral perfons who were de- 
firous of adding to the numbers already in that 
colony. Our author, on this occafion, expreifes 
the happinefs he felt in being enabled, after fo te- 
dious a voyage, to enrich this ifle with inhabit- 
ants and neceifarics ; but laments, in the mod pa- 
thetic terms, the'lofs of the Chevalier de Bou- 
chage, and an enfign on board his fhip, whofe 
abilities as an officer were only furpafled by his 
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M. Bougainville failed from the Ifle of France 
on the 12th of December, leaving the Etoile be- 
hind him, to receive fome farther repairs, in con- 
ference of which ilie arrived in France a month 
later than the commodore. 

Without encountering any iingular event, the 
adventurers had fight of the Cape of Good Hope, 
on the 18th of January, and next morning drop- 
ped anchor in Table Bay. M. Bougainville omits 
the defcription of this celebrated place, which is 
fo often and accurately defcribed by other voy- 
agers ; one circumftance, however, he records as 
a natural curiofity, that they killed that fcarce 
quadruped, named the Giraffe, which meafured 
feventeen feet in length, and took the young one 
alive, which was feven feet long. " None of 
thefe," .fays our autjior, "had been feen after 
that which was brought to Rome in the time of 
Caefar, and exhibited in the amphitheatre." 

They failed from the Cape on the 27th, and 
arrived off St. Helena on the 4th of February, 
where,,after a delay of two days only, they pro- 
ceed on their voyage to France. On the 25th, 
the commodore fell in with the Engliih {hip, the 
Swallow, commanded by Captain Carteret, as 
previoufly mentioned, which vetiel had been en-r 
gaged in a voyage for fimilar purpofes. 

From this time little happened deferving no- 
tice, till they had light of the ifle of Uihant ; 
when a violent gale of wind had almofl blafted all 
the hopes of lo propitious a voyage. The com- 
modore, however, bore away for St. Maloes, 
which port he fortunately entered, after an ab- 
fence of two years and four months from his na- 
tive land; during which period be buried no 
mare than lev en of his crew* mi&\3w&V\sa& 
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tudes of climate and the variety of dangers he 

had run through. 

When Aotonrou was brought to Paris, great 
pains were taken to inftnift him ; but after being 
nearly two years to the fociety of Frenchmen , be 
could articulate but few words of their language, 
partly owing to the natural defect of his or- 
gans, and partly to his being nearly thirty yeara 
of age before he was initiated in habits of ftndy* 

Though this ftrangerwas thus deficient in the 
language, the Jlrects of Paris were perfectly fa mi- 
liar to him. He frequently bought fuch articles 
as he fancied, and feldom fuffered himieff to be 
impofed on, None of the public entertainments 
feemed to have any charms for him, fa ve the opo- 
ra j and thither tje regularly reforted, attracted 
by his predilection for dancing. 

He was extremely grateful for favours fhewn, 
pnd never forgot the perfon who had conferred 
an obligation on him. The Duchefs of Choifeul 
was the firft in the lift of his friends ; and he ex- 
prened more gratitude for the polite attentions 
with which fhe treated him, than even for the 
numerous prefents he received at her hands ; and 
whenever he heard of her arrival in Paris, he im- 
mediately repaired to her houfe to pay his refpe&s. 

After a reiidence of eleven months at Paris, 
this exotic was put on board the Briflbn, at Ro- 
chellc, which was deftined to convey him to his 
native country. On this new adventure x M. Bou- 
gainville laid out one thoufand five hundred 
pounds fterling, and the Dutchefs of Choifeul 
ordered a considerable fwm lo b^ emended in 
ait tie, feeds, implements of Yi\xOnwv&rj , *xA tfOasx. 
articles fox the iroprovevacuX. o£ ^'A^^i <^\a.- 
heite. 
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To conclude, M. Bougainville, in the (kill with 
which he conducted this expedition, difplayed 
great abilities as an officer j and the many valu- 
able remarks and reflections which he has inter - 
fperfed in the cour/e of his voyage, fhew him to 
have been poflWTed of a philofophic and liberal 
mind, an accurate oblerver, and a man qualified 
to advance the honour and reputation of hit 
country. 
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WITH A BRIEF VIEW OF THE ATTEMPTS AT DIS- 
COVERING A NORTH-BAST PASSAGE TO 

CHINA and JAPAN. 



TURNING from the fafcinating defcriptions 
of fome of the new difcoveries in the South 
Seas, before we enter on the voyages of our im- 
mortal countryman, Cook, we fhall attend Com- 
modore Phipps, afterwards Lord Mulgrave, in 
his expedition towards the North Pole 3 the nar- 
ration of which will properly be introduced by 
fome account of what other navigators had done 
or fuffered, in the fame track, and in the fame 
couife. 

In the contention between powers, equally 
formed by nature to meet an oppofition, it may be 
glorious to overcome; but to encounter raging 
leas, tremendous rocks, and bulwarks of folid ice, 
and defperately to perfift in attempts, to prevail 
againft fuch formidable enemies; as the conflict 
is hopelefs, fo the event is certain. The hardieft 
Mud moitikiliu] navigator, af\st tt^^^\&&&&* 



a North-cad Paflage to China and Japar 
The rirlt who attempted this difcoverj 
Hugh Willoughby, with three (hips, fo 
the year 1553, the era of perilous enfo 
This gentleman failed to the latitude of 
north, within fight, as it is imagined, 
Greenland, now called Spitsbergen; b 
ftorm was driven back, and obliged to v 
the river Arzcna, in Lapland, where 
frozen to death with' all his company, 
upon his table a concife account of all h 
vcries, in which he mentions, having faile 
in fight of a country in a very high,] 
about which geographers are divided ; f 
firming, that it could be no other tha 
Greenland, afterwards difcovered, and m 
the Dutch Spitsbergen ; others, that \ 
faw was only a fogbankj and of this la1 
nion is Captain Wood, an able navig 
whom we mall have occafion to fpeak hei 
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Sammoyds: and having parTed the eafternmoft 
point of that ftraight, arrived at an open fea, 
whence he returned, having, as he imagined, 
difcoyered the paflage fo painfully fought, and fo 
ardently den* red. Some affirm, his difcoveries 
extended beyond the 80th degree of latitude, to a 
country altogether defolate, where the mountains 
were blue and the valleys fnow. 

Be that as it may, the favourable report of 
Captain Burroughs encouraged Queen Elizabeth 
to fit out two ftout veffels to perfect the difco very. 
The command of thefe {hips was given to the 
Captains Jackman and Pett, who, in 1580, failed 
through the fame ftraight, that had been difco- 
vered by Burroughs, and entered the eaflern fea ; 
where the ice poured in fo fa ft upon them, and 
the weather became fo tempeftuons, that after 
enduring incredible hardftiips, and fuftaining the 
moft dreadful fhocks of ice and feas, terrible even 
in the relation, they were driven back and fepa- 
rated j and neither Pett nor his fhip or crew were 
ever heard of afterwards. 

After this difafter and difappointment, the de- 
fire of viflting the frozen feas to the north-eafr, 
began to abate among the Englifhj but was af- 
fumed by the Dutch with an obftinate perfever- 
ance, peculiar to that phlegmatic nation. The 
firft Dutchman we read of who made the attempt, 
was John Cornelius, of whofe voyage, in 1595, 
we have but a very imperfect account $ he was 
followed, however, in 1606, by William Barrens, 
or Barents, an able and experienced fea man and 
mathematician, who being fupplied with every 
neceflary for fo hazardous a voyage, by the gene- 
rofity and patronage of Prince Maurice, proceed- 
ed in the fame courfo wbicix Uadl fowfc pointed 

Vol. V, % ** 



a new courfe to lteer, by which he hope 
compliih what he had failed in difcovei 
following the iteps of thofe who had gon 
him. 

In 1607, animated rather than difcour 
difappointment, he entered upon his feco 
age, with the ipirit of a man fully pre] 
with fuccefs. He had heard, that ibm 
whalers, who had now begun to frequ 
North Seas, had, either by defign or a 
advanced much farther to the northwai 
thofe who had been purpofely fitted 01 
difcoveries ; he therefore determined to 
the Northward of Nova Zembla, till he 
arrive at the height of the pole, under v* 
was purfuaded he mould find an open fc 
by changing his courfe to the fouthwarc 
thofe obflru&ions which had retarded his 
to the north-eaft. 

In fKio K/-\r-v/a V\*» /«/%» ft rti^A/4 f*11 1%^ ««%•« 
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experience greater mifery than thofe underwent, 
who perifhed in the attempt. They were obliged 
to winter in a country, where no living creature 
befides themfelves, appeared to have exiftence; 
and where, notwithstanding their utmoft efforts to 
preferve their bodies from the cold, the flefh pe- 
rilled upon the bones of fome of them, and others 
died of the molt excruciating pains. 

In this extremity, and notwithflanding the 
anguifh they endured, thofe who furvived had 
ftill the fortitude and ingenuity, to frame a pin- 
nace from the wreck of their broken fhip, in 
which, at the approach of fummer, they made 
Ail for Lapland; but before they arrived at Colu, 
their captain died, and with him the hopes of per- 
fecting his difcovery. 

It was now the a&ive feafon for naval enter- 
prizes. Private adventurers began to fit out lhips 
for the North Seas. Innumerable fea animals 
had been obferved to balk upon the ice 3 the tufks 
of whofe jaws were found to excel, in whitenefs, 
the fineft ivory, and their carcafes to yield plenty 
of excellent oil. In the infancy of the whale 
fifhery, thefe were purftied with the fame eager- 
nels, with which both the Engiifh and Dutch 
endeavour, at this day, to make the whales their 
prey, and perhaps with no lefs profit. In follow- 
ing thele, many iflandswere difcovered to which 
they reforted, and, in courfe of time, the feas that 
were fo formidable to the firft difcoverers, became 
frequented at the proper feafons by the fhips of 
every nation. 

Foreign navigators, however, were more fan- 

guine in their notions of a north-weft paflage, 

than of the exiftence of a paflage to the north- 

eaft; and it was not till many uufucce&ful trials 

X2 . \* 



fatal iifue that had attended their obftin 
feverance, on viewing the face of the 
examining the currents, and traverfing 
menie continent ot ice, that ftretched a! 
ocean, in a direction from eafl fouth-eafl 
north-weft, he concluded that no paifaj 
be practicable in that direction, and t 
returned without making any other matt 
covery. 

From tint time till the year 1676, the ] 
tion of this difcovery was totally negle 
the Engliih ; and though the Dutch whale) 
ed the world with wonderful relations 
near approach to the pole, yet little ere 
given to their reports, till the arrival of 01 
Wood, who had accompanied Sir John 
rough in his voyage to the South Sea. 

This able and enterprizing navigator 
himfelf an excellent mathematician and 
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the glory of his majefty's reign, and immenfely to 
the wealth and profperity of his kingdoms. 

Many about the court, hoping to fhare in the 
profits of the voyage, were earned in prevailing 
with his majefty to forward the defign, who, be- 
ing himfelf fond of novelty, ordered the Speed- 
well frigate to be fitted out at his own charge, 
manned, victualled, and provided with every ne- 
ceflary; while the duke, his brother, and feven 
other courtiers, joined in the purchafe of a pink 
of one hundred and twenty tons, to accompany 
her, which they likewife manned and victualled, 
and furnifhed with merchandizes, fuch as were 
thought marketable on the coaits of Tartary or 
Japan; the countries they hoped to reach. 

Thefe mips being in readinefs, and commif- 
fions made out for their commanders, Captain 
Wood was appointed to direct the expedition, on 
board the Speedwell, and Captain Flawes to bear 
him company on board the Profperous. 

On the 28th of May, 16/6, they failed from 
the Buoy of the Nore ; and on the 4th of June 
cad anchor off Lerwick, in Brafley Sound, where 
they continued fix days, to take in water and re- 
cruit their (lores, 

On Saturday the 10th, they weighed anchor 
continued their voyage j and on the 15th they 
entered the polar circle, where the fun at that 
feafon of the year never fets, The weather now 
began to grow hazy, a circumftance that fre- 
quently happens in the polar regions, and darkens 
the air with the obfcurity of night. 

From this time till June 22d, when they fell 

in with the ice, in latitude 75 deg. 59 min. north, 

nothing material occurred. On that day, at noon, 

they obferyed a continent of ice firetching to an. 

X 3 mY^^Ss^ 
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imperceptible diftance, in a direction from eaftS 
fouth-ealt and well-north-weft. They bore away 
along the ice till the 28th, when they found it 
join to the land of Nova Zembla. 

On the 2<)th, they itood away to the fouth, to 
get clear of the ice; but unfortunately found 
themfelves embayed in it. At eleven at night, 
the Profperous bore down upon the Speedwell, 
crying out, ice upon the weather-bow, on which 
the Speedwell endeavoured to ware ; but before 
fhe could be brought to on the other tack, fhe 
llruck on a ledge of rocks, and ituck faft. They 
fired guns of dilfrefs, but were not heard, and the 
fog being fo thick, that land could not be dif- 
ccrned, though clofeto theflern of their {hip; no 
relief was now to be expected, but from Provi- 
dence and their own endeavours. In fuch a fitu- 
ation, no defeription can equal the relation of the 
captain himfelf, who, in the language of the 
times, has given the following full and pathetic 
account. 

" Mere, fays he, we lay beating upon the rock 
in a molt frightful manner, for thefpace of three 
or four hours, uiing all pollible means to fare the* 
fhip, but in vain; for it blew fo hard, that it was 
wholly out of our power to carry out an anchor 
capable, to do us any fervice. At length we law 
land dole under our ltern, to the great amaze- 
ment of its all, which before we could not fee for 
the foggy weather ; fo I commanded the men to 
get out the boats, which was done. I lent the 
boatfwain towards the fhore in the pinnace, to 
fee if there \v;v> any pcA\\l>\Uty of landing, which 
I much feared . In \\a\£ aw \\ovrc Vs. ^Nxav^^^ 
this anfvvcr, that it Nva*\mpo«\\\^vo\wA^^», 
tiie inow beingiu KgYidiff*,** W>™££ 
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ceflible. This was bad tidings $ fo then it was 
high time to think on the fafety of our fouls, and 
we went altogether to prayers, to befeech God to 
have mercy ou us, for now nothing but individual 
ruin appeared before our eyes. After prayers, 
the weather cleared up a little, and looking over 
*he Hern, I law a fmall beach directly with the 
ftern of the fliip, where I thought there might be 
fome chance of getting on more. I therefore 
lent off the pinnace a fecond time, with fome 
men in her to be flrft landed, but fhe durft not 
venture to attempt the beach. I then ordered 
out the long-boat, with twenty men to land, who 
attempted it, and got fafe on more. Thofe in 
the pinnace followed, and landed their men like.- 
wife, and both velfels returned to the ihip with- 
out any accident. The men on more defired 
fome fire-arms and ammunition, for there were 
many bears in fight. I therefore ordered two 
barrels of powder, fome fmall-arms> fome provi- 
sions, with my own papers and money, to be put 
on board the pinnace 5 but as the put off from the 
lhip s fide, a fea overfet her, fo that all was loir, 
with the life of one man, and feveral others taken 
up for dead. The pinnace likewife was dafhed 
to pieces, to our great forrow, as by that difafter, 
one means of efcaping from this difmal country, 
in cafe the Profperous deferted us, was cut off. 
The long-boat being on board, the boatfwain and 
fome others, would compel me and the lieutenant 
to leave the fhip, faying it was impomble for her 
to live long in that fea, and that they had rather 
be drowned than I; but defiritfg me when I came 
on fhore, if it were poflible, to fend the boat 
again for them. Before we got halfway to (bore, 
the ihip overfet -, fo, tx»Va^^^S^^\i^^nsw 
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land the men we had on board, I went off to the 
ihip again, to fave thole poor men who had beta 
Co kind to mr before. With great hazard J got 
to die quarter of the mip, and tbey c-Amc down 
the ladder into the boat, only one rnan was left 
behind for dead, who had be tore her-n caft w*f 
in the pinnace; lo I returned to tht. ihore. We 
then hauled up the boat, and went up the land 
about a flight lixoU where oar men were making 
a tire and and a tent with eanvafs and oar>, which 
we had laved for that purpofe, in which we all 
lay that night wet and weary. The next morn- 
ing the man we- left on board having recovered, 
got upon the mi/^n-maftj and prayed to be Likrn 
on more* fcjt it blew fo hard, and the fea ran lb 
high, that though he was a very pretty Tailor, 
none would venture to bring him oW. 

The weather coin inning blowing with extreme 
fogs, and with frolt and fnow, and ail the ill- 
compacted weather, that could be imagined, put to- 
gether, we built more tents to preferve ourfelves; 
aim the ihip breaking to pieces, came all on fhoreto 
the lame place where we landed, which ferved 
us for fhelter and firing. Beiides, there came to us 
fome bogflieads of flour, and brandy in good 
ftore, which was no little comfort in our great 
extremity. We now lay between hope and de- 
fpair, praying for fair weather, that Captain 
Flaves might find us; but fearing at the fame 
time that he might be caft away as well as we. 

But fuppoflng we never were to fee him again, 
I was refolved to try the utmoft to fave as many 
as I could in the long-boat. In order thereunto 
we railed her two feet, and laid a deck upon her 3 
and with this boat, and thirty men, for (he would 
carry no more, 1 \uXeri&eA vo \ow *xw& fail to 
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Rufila, but the crew not being fatisfied who 
fhould be the men, began to be very unruly in 
their mind and behaviour, every- one having as 
much reafon to fave himfelf as another, fom« 
holding consultation to fave the boat, and all to 
run the like fortune; but here brandy was our beft 
friend, for it. kept the men always fox'd, fo that 
hi all their deiigns I could prevent them. Some 
were in the mind to go by land, but that I knew 
was impoflible for any man ; and as no paflage by 
fea could be attempted till forty men were de- 
ftroyed, I will leave it to the coniideration of 
any, whether ,we were not in a moft deplorable 
condition, without the/ interpofition of Divine 
Providence. 

The weather continued ftill very bad, with 
fogs, fnow, rain, and froft, till the ninth day of 
our being on fhore, which was the 8th day of 
July, when in the morning it cleared up,, aud to 
our great joy, one of onr people cried out a fail, 
which proved Captain Flawes ; fo we let fire to 
our town, that he might fee where we were, 
which he prefently discovered, fo came up, and 
fent his boat to us 5 and by twelve o clock we all 
got fafe on board, but left all on fhore that we 
bad laved from the fhip 5 for we much feared it 
would prove foggy again, and that we fhould be 
driven once more on this miferable country ; 
which is for the moft part, covered perpetually 
with fnow, and what is bare being like bogs, 
on whole lurface grows a kind of mofs, bearing 
a blue and yellow flower, the whole product of 
the earth in this defolate region. Under the fur- 
face, about two feet deep, we came to a firm bo- 
dy of ice, a thing never heard of before ; and 
againft the ice-clitfe, which are as high as either 



contradict the report of former navigatoi 
the fea is there falter than he had yet 
elfewhere, and the clearer! in the worlc 
he could fee the fhells at the bottom, tl 
fea was four hundred and eighty feet de 

Being aU embarked on board the Pi 
on the 9th of July they changed thei 
and fleered for England ; and, on the X 
guft, they arrived fafe in the Thames 
any remarkable accident intervening. 

After the mifcarriage of this voyage, 
the higheft expectations had been foi 
mod experienced navigators in Englan 
to agree, that a pallage by the north, 
eafl, had no exiftence. They were the 1 
firmed in this error, for an error it is, b 
fonsaffigned by Captain Wood, for cha 
opinion on this matter j for, before he \ 
the difcovery, he was fully perfuadec 
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ning a certain .diftance, to find an opening into 
the Polar Ocean ; bat after running two or three 
glaffes to the northward in one bay, he found 
himfelf entangled in another 3 and thus it continu- 
ed till his Ihip was wrecked. By this experiment, 
he found the opinion of Barents confuted, name- 
ly, " that by fleering the middle courfe between 
Spitlbergen and Nova Zetnbla, an open fea might 
be attained, in which a ihip might fafely fail as 
far as the pole." From his own experience, he 
therefore pronounced, that all the Dutch relations 
were forgeries which aflferted, that any man had 
ever been under the pole 5 verily believing, that 
if there be no land to the northward of 80 deg. 
that the fea is there frozen, and always continues 
fo ; and grounding his opinion upon this remark, 
that if the body of ice which he faw, were to be 
conveyed ten degrees more to the fouthward, ma- 
ny centuries of years would elapfe before it would 
be melted. 

To this pofitive affertion, however, may be op- 
pofed, the teftimony of many credible perfons, 
fome of whom have themfelves failed beyond the 
80th degree of north latitude, and others, upon 
evidence, whofe veracity there is no reasonable 
caufe to bring in queftion. 

Among the latter, we meet with this lingular 
relation of Mr. Jofeph Moxon, a member of the 
Royal Society. 

u Being, about twenty years ago, in Amfter- 
dam, fays he, I went into a public houfe to drink 
a cup of beer for my thirft ; and fitting by the 
public fire, among feveral people, there happen- 
ed a teaman to come in, who feeing a friend of 
his there, who he knew went the Greenland voy- 
9gCj wondered to fee him, tecarcfe vV*m to&y** 
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nuriii pole, and came back again. Wi 
fays Moxon, I catered into dilcourfe w 
and leaned to queilion the truth of what 
but he did allure me it was true, and that 
was then in Amiterdam, and many of th 
belonging to her, ready to juftify the trn 
and told me, moreover, that they had fi 
degrees beyond the pole. I a iked him, 
found no land or iflands about the pole i 
iwcred, no ; there was a free and open 
aiked him, if they did not meet with a g 
of ice ? He told me no - 9 they faw no i 
the pole. I aiked him what weather t 
there ? He told me, line warm weather, 
was at Amllcrd.im in the fummer time 
hot. I mould have aiked him more q 
but that he was engaged in difcourfe 
friend, and I could not, in modefty, i 
them longer. Hut I believe ihe ileerfma 
truth > for he feemed a plain, honed, and 
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elevation, might invigorate that part of the he- 
mi fphere with more heat than he does our cli- 
mate, when he is, in the winter, no more than 
fifteen degrees at the higheft, and but eight hours 
above the horizon ; in which fpace the earth has 
time to cool, and to lofe, in the night, the influ- 
ences of heat which it receives in the day. 

Another report, upon like evidence, was made » 
to King Charles II. by Captain Goulden, who* 
being a Greenland whaler himfelf, fpoke with 
two Hollanders in the North Seas, that had fail- 
ed within one degree of the pole, where they met 
with no ice, but a hollow grown fea, like that in 
the Bay of Bifcay. 

A dill more credible teftrmony is, that about 
the year 1670, application being made to the 
States General for a charter to incorporate a 
company of merchants to trade to Japan and 
China, by a new paflage to the north-eaft, the 
then Eaft India Company oppofed it, and that fo 
erFe&ually, that their High MightinefTes refufed 
to grant what the merchants requested. 

At thai time it was talked of in Holland, as a 
matter of no difficulty to fail to Japan by the 
way of Greenland 5 and it was publicly aflerted 
and believed, that feveral Dutch ihips had ac- 
tually done it. The merchants being required 
to verify this fad, defired that the journals of the 
Greenland fquadron of 1655 might be produced ; 
in feven of which there was notice taken of a 
{hip, which that year had failed as high as the 
latitude of 69 ; and three journals of that fhip 
being produced, they all agreed, as to one obfer- 
*vation taken by the matter, Auguft 1, 1055, in 
88 dag. 53 min. north"; 

.Vox. V. % -X n 



]y navigated by the Ruffians, and which. 
infallibly have brought them to the o 
China and Japan, had they perfevercd 
eourfe they were purfuing. 

It does not appear, however, from any 
tic accounts that we can collect, that any 
profeffedly for the difcovery of a north-ei 
age, has been undertaken by either pi 
private adventurers in England, fince 
Captain Wood, in the year l670> till the 
we are about to relate ; and it is more tfa 
bable, that if. the Ruffian difcoveries 
north of Afia had never taken place, the t] 
of finding a practicable pallage from £r 
that direction, would have lain dormant f 

But the vaft and enterprifing genius c 
the Great, in forcing his fubjects out of 1 
fcurity in which they had long been it 
opened to the maritime powers new foi 
commerce, and furniihed frefh motives 
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With this defign, he planned one of the boldeft 
^nterpriles that ever entered into the heart o£ 
rnan ; and though he did not furvive to fee it 
executed, the glory of the achievement is wholly 
iiis. 

The country -of Kamtfchatka was as much un- 
known to his predeceflbrs, as it was to the reft of 
the civilized nations of the earth ; yet he formed 
the defign of making that favage country the 
centre of the mod glorious achievements. 

It was in the laft year of this great monarch'* 
life, that he commiliioned Captain Behring to 
traverfe the wild, and then alraoft defolate, coun- 
try of Siberia, and to continue his route to Kamt- 
lchatka, where he was to build one or more veflels, 
in order to difcover whether the country towards 
the north, of which at that time they had no 
diftin& knowledge, was a part of America, or 
Dot $ and if it was, his inftru&ions authorized 
fum to endeavour, by every poffible means, to 
feek and cultivate the acquaintance of fome Eu- 
ropean people, and to learn from them the ftate 
of the country at which he mould arrive. If he 
failed in this, he was to make fuch difcoveries as 
circumftances ffiould prefent, and commit to writ- 
ing the refult of his bbfervations for the ufe of 
fais Imperial matter. 

To enter minutely into the particulars of Cap- 
tain Behring's journey and voyage, would carry 
us beyond the limits prefcribed- let it fuffice to 
fay, that after furmounting incredible difficulties, 
and fuffering hardlhips which none but a Ruffian 
could have furvived, he executed his commiffiott 
fuccefsfully, and returned to Peterlburg in fafety, 
after an abfence of five years, in which time, 
betides has voyage by fea, he bad taw&tali \*x. 
Y % «5*a<U 



Captain Bchring embarked 09 hig feconc 
from Kamtfchatka, of which all that v 
is, that he failed fouthward to the ifles o 
and from thence eaftward about eighty 
At that difiance from Japan he difcover 
which he coafted north- weft, ftill approa 
the north-eaft cape of Afia, which he < 
and named Cape Shelvghenlki, not <L 
land till he arrived at the mouth ot a gr< 
where, fending his boats, with mod of I 
on fhore, they never more returned^ beir 
killed or detained by the inhabitants 
made his< difcovery Incomplete ; for no: 
men fufTIcient left to navigate the ihip, i 
pn fhore on an uninhabited ifland, w] 
captain unfortunately died. 

From this voyage, however, we learn, 
fea, from the north-eaft cape of Kamtfc 
open to the iiles of Japan, and from a ful 

arrnnnt nf "RnfTiwn vr»vs»oe« nnhliOi*»H in 
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deg. eaft, from London, and at the approach of 
winter, the vcflels iheltered tbemfelves by going 
up the Janiika, the mouth of which is marked 
in our maps in latitude JO deg. north, and in 
longitude 82 .deg, eait $ whence Che next fummer 
they proceeded to the mouth of the Lena, in la- 
titude 72 deg. north, and in longitude 115 deg. 
into which they again retired for the winter fea- 
*fon. The third expedition was from the mouth 
of this river, to the far theft north cape of Alia, 
in 72 deg. of north latitude, and in 172'deg. of 
eaft longitude from London. Thus the Ruffian* 
having pa fled between the continent and Nova 
Zembla, and failed as far as the eafternnaoft north 
cape ; and the Engliih and Dutch having re- 
peatedly failed through the ftraights that divide 
Nova Zembla from the continent, nothing can 
be a plainer demonstration of the reality of a 
north-eaft paffage, than the fum of the voyages 
here enumerated, when added together. The 
Engliih and Dutch fail to Wygatz, or the Straight 
of Nova Zembla 3 the Ruffians fail from Wygatz . 
to the North Cape of Alia 5 and Behring from the 
North Cape to Japan. This is an incontrovertible 
demonflration 5 yet it is obvious, that this courfe 
can never be practicable to (hips employed in 
trade. The Ruffians, by taking the advantage 
of an open fea and mild weather, in three years 
time accomplished but part of a voyage, which, 
by the Cape of Good Hope, may be made in lefg 
than one. Who, therefore^ would run the hazard 
of fo defperate a paffage, for the fake of reaping 
imaginary advantages by an intcrcourfe with fa- 
vages ? 

But though the paflage to the northern coun- 
tries of the ea# was known to \» \?orofe^c&&fe 
Y3 ^ 



the glory refulting from it, had the dec 
minated in favour of navigation, wo 
been immenfely great. 

It muft be acknowledged, to the la 
nour of the noble lord who then prefid 
head of the Admiralty Board, and who 
ed the undertaking, that the means to 
fuccefsful were in every refpe& pfopori 
the importance of the difcovery. 

The veflels that were made choice of 
propereft that could be devifed. Boml 
are jn the fir ft inftance ftoutly built, 
being over large, are bell adapted for m 
feas that are known to abound with il 
covered rocks : thefe veflels, befides thei 
ftrength, were fheathed with plank of 
oak three inches thick, to fortify then 
the ihocks and preffure of the ice, that, 
progrefs, they muft infallibly encountei 
were, befides, furnifhed with a double fl 
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prefervation of their lives, by wife directions in 
equipping the fhips ; and fupplying them with 
every requisite that could be thought of, to pre- 
vent the fatal effects that other voyagers had ex- 
perienced from inhofpitable climes and difeafe. 

Thus equipped and provided, the command of 
the Race Horfe was given to the Honourable 
Conftantine Phipps, now Lord Mulgrave, as 
commodore 5 and that of the Carcafo to Captain 
Skeffington Lutwych 3 the firft mounting eight 
fix pounders and fourteen fwivels, burthen three 
hundred and fifty tons ; the latter, four fix 
pounders and fourteen fwivels, burthen three 
hundred tons. 

On the 3d of June 1773> the commodore made 
the fignal to weigh, and next day, being off 
Sheernefs, they took their departure with a frefh 
breeze, and continued their voyage, without any 
material interruption or occurrence, till the J 6th, 
when they lay to, off BrafTey I Hand, and purchaf- 
ed fifh from the Shetland boats at a very cheap 
rate. 

On the 16th, they took a new departure from 
Shetland 3 but were foon inveloped in a fog of 
alraoft pitchy darknefs, during the continuance 
of which guns were fired and drums beat, to en- 
able the Carcafe to keep company, while the 
confort fhip was obliged to repeat the fignals, 
led, in the deep gloom, they mould run foul of 
each other. 

When the mift vanished, they found them- 
felves, by obfervation, in 60 deg. £2. min. north 
latitude, and immediately fleered a north-eaft 
courfe. . 

Being arrived in latitude 65 deg. Q min. north, 
and the coli beginning to bs Ncvy ta>fibV| fek. v 
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thu additional cle thing, which had been liberal^ 
fumiflied by government, was delivered out 10 
the officers and men, Next day, being the 19th, 
theVind varied to every point of the compafe, 
and the commodore brought to, and fpoke lri> 
con fort 

On the 20th, they purfued their couric to the 
e aft ward with high breezes and a clear air. They 
were now within the polar circle \ and at mid- 
night had an observation of the fun, and found 
their latitude GQ deg t 52 min. north. Here the 
Race Horfe founded with a lead of one hundred 
weight, and a line of fever* hundred and eighiy 
fa thorns to which was appended a thermometer 
of Lord George Cavendiih'ji con ft ruction. They 
found no bottom; but it was ascertained,. that 
the water was eleven degrees colder at that depth 
than on the furface- 

The following day they had light breezes and 
cloudy weather, and now they tirtl obferved a 
whale. The commodore obferving a whaling 
fnow, with Hamburgh colours flying, fired a 
gun, and brought her to. Being homeward 
bound with feals, a gentleman, who had embark- 
ed on board the Race Horfe with a view of pro- 
fecuting the voyage, being already tired of his 
iituation, bid an adieu to his friends, and took 
his parTage on board the Hamburgher, in order 
to return home. 

On the 22d, the articles of war were read. 
The weather began to be piercing cold ; being 
row in the 70th deg. of north latitude, and about 
14 min. to the eaftward of London. The rain 
poured down in ftreams, and froze as it fell, and 
ihe air was thick and unplealant. 
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The rain continued next day ; and they heard 
three guns fired at a diftance, but faw no {hip or 
other object. On the 24th, the commodore 
changed his courfe to eaft-north-eaft 5 and amidlt 
fogs, gales, fleet, and piercing cold, they advanc- 
ed till they found themi elves in latitude 74 deg. 
17 min. north. r 

On the 27th, they had light airs from the 
fouthward, and felt it much warmer than the 
preceding day. Indeed, the viciflitudes of heat 
3nd cold are much more frequent here than in 
the more foutherly latitudes. It often changes 
from temperate to fevere cold almoft in an in- 
ftant. It ihould feera, likewiie, that in this lati- 
tude the ice frequently ihifts its place ; for Cap- 
tain Wood, about the fame fealbn of the year, in 
1676, fell in with ice near this latitude, and 
found it prefentedan impenetrable barrier againft 
bis farther progrefs. His afFeding {hip wreck 
fias been already related. 

On the 29th, being in latitude JQ deg. north, 
and in longitude 6 deg. 29 min. eaft, they came 
in fight of land j when a conlultation was held 
concerning their future courfe. The appearance 
of the land lay from eaft-fouth-eaft to north-eaft. 
Falling in with theMarquis of Rockingham Green- 
landman, {he preiented each of the lhips with 
fome venifon, which was found very well flavour- 
ed, but not burthened with fat. By this {hip, 
which had juft come from the ice, they learned, 
that three whalers had, the day preceding, been 
crulhed to pieces by fome floats of ice fuddenly 
clofing on them. 

Puriuing their courfe, next morning they faw 
Black Point, fo called from its dark appearance, 
bearing eaftward at the diflance of feven or eig;ht 
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a mountain, which they named Mount P« 
It was found three thoufand nine hund 
iixty feet from the level of the lea, wh 
vered with fnow, and at a difiance refem 
antique building, crowned with a turret. 

The bottom of this mountain, and the a 
hills, have fometimes a very fiery app< 
and the ice and fnow on their fides, in 
fantaftic forms, gliftcn with a brilliancy 1 
ceeds the fplendor of the brighteft gems 
appearance is the general prelude of a 
Here they fhot fome fca-fowl, which hac 
oily tafte. 

July 3d, was a perfeft calm. This d 
fpoke a Hollander, who predicted, that a 
or two farther north would be the ex 
their progrefs this frafon. Having double 
Cold, they anchored about three miles fi 
land, and fent the boats afhore for water. 
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ceflhry to fire guns to keep company. A dread- 
ful crackling was now heard at a diftance, which 
proved to be the da filing and grinding of the 
Joofe pieces of ice againft each other y the report 
of which is conveyed from a great diftance. 

Next day, the iflands of ice began to appear, 
and the fog thickening, their fituation became 
very alarming, About ten at night the commo- 
dore bore away from the ice, and foon loft fight 
of it ; but next morning defcried it again, 
ftretching from eaft by fouth to north by eaft. 

The weather was cloudy on the 7tb, and find- 
ing themfelves befet by loofe fragments of ice, 
•which gave them inceflant trouble, they ftood to 
the weftward > but it was with extreme difficul- 
ty they could keep any courfe, for the ice came 
in fuch drifts as whirled the fliips about in an 
aftonifhing manner. 

Both veftels continued to be entangled by the 
ice on the following day, and the Carcafe being 
driven to leeward, hoifted out her long-boat to 
tow up with the commodore ; but the ice doling 
very faft, it was. impoflible for the boats to live. 
Orders were, therefore, given to ftand to the 
ibuthward, but the fhips were unable to make 
head againft the accumulation of ice that conti- 
nually furrounded them 5 and,, therefore, were 
obliged to have recourfe to their ice anchors and 
poles. Towards evening, the ice beginning to 
open, they drained every nerve to extricate them- 
felves from their perilous fituation, which at laft 
they effected, though with fome lofs. 

It frequently happens, that fhips, encompaffed 
in this manner by the ice, periih by being darn- 
ed againft the folid fields, 'or are cruihed by 
the loofe fragments .fuddealj coakfc\$v%. f £V» 
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great eft danger, however, is from the loofe ice? 
tor the whalers often moor their fhips in fecurity 
to the folid fields of ice that feem to reft upon the 
earth. In fuch fituations, it fometimes happens, 
that no loofe ice is to be feen > yet, perhaps, in 
lei's than an hour s time, upon a change of wind, 
it will pour upon them with irrefiftible violence. 

Though it is allowed, that many of the largeit 
fields of ice are bedded in the bottom of the lea, 
yet it is equally certain, that they are often rent 
afunder by the raging billows, which produces 
the mod terrible crafli imaginable. 

The exceffive feverity of the climate demand' 
ed all the exhilirants that the bounty of govern- 
ment had fupplied for the comfort of the crew?. 
Each man had now two quarts of porter and a 
pint of brandy for his daily allowance. 

On the 10th they failed between numberleft 
pieces of ice, among which they faw feveral 
whales. The ice ibon becoming lblid and com- 
pact, they were obliged to change their courle; 
and thedifcovery of a paffage to the pole, in that 
direction, being judged impracticable in the opi- 
nion of every officer on board, and the men al- 
moin worn out with continued labour, it was re- 
iblvcd to extricate themfeives, as loon as poili- 
blc, from the dangers with which they were en- 
vironed. 

Next cay, having with infinite toil worked out 
of the loofe ice, they failed along the main body 
which appeared perfectly folid and compact. 
This immenfe mat's extended as far as the eye 
could reach from the mailhead ; but the fea was 
now tolerably clear. Karly in the morning they 
law land, which pvoveA to Vi^. Cloven Cliff, in lati- 
tude 79 deg. 56 muv. v\ox\X\. 
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On the evening of the 3 2th, being four or five 
miles diftant from the Cliff, they founded and 
found a rocky bottom at fifteen fathoms ; and faw 
feveral Englifh and Dutch Greenlanders at an* 
chor, in the Norways, as it is called, their ui-ual 
place of rendezvous, for they never venture far- 
ther north. A breeze fpringing up, they made 
fail and foon faw Hacluit's head, bearing weft- 
ward about fix or feven leagues diftant ; and by 
noon they found themfelves in 80 deg. 2 min\ 
north. 

On the following day they came to an anchor 
in Smearingburgh harbour, where they remained 
feveral days, to take in frefh water ; during which 
fpace our journalift was employed in furveying 
the country, which is defcribed as being awfully 
romantic, and full of mountains, precipices and 
rocks. Between thefe are hills of ice, apparently 
generated from the melting of the fnow on the 
iides of thofe towering elevations, which, being 
once congealed, every feafon receives an Accu- 
mulation of gelid matter. The eye of fancy may 
fee a thoufand fantaftic figures on thefe hills, re- 
presenting trees, caftles, ruins, and the different 
objects in animated nature. 

Of thefe ice hills, however, there are feven 
which more particularly attract notice : they are 
called the Seven Ice-burghs, and when the fun 
mines full upon them, the profpect is inconceiv- 
ably brilliant, affuming all the various hues and 
tints that the reflection of the folar orb on their 
rude furfaces can- convey. Their luftre is too 
dazzling for the eye, and the air is filled with an 
nftoniihing brightnefs. 

Smearingburgh harbour was firft difcovered by 
the Dutch. Here they ere&ed i\ktd& ttui c»w«r 
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ni .-nces for boiling the blubber of whales, iaftead 
of currying it home in the grois. . Allured by the 
hopes of gain, they alfo built a village here, and . 
endeavoured to fettle a colony > but the firft win- , 
ter they all periihed. The remains of their vil- 
lage may ftill be traced, and their domeftic uten- , 
(ils, and other implements, remained in the fhapc 
of folid ice, long after the fubftance was decayed. 

Where every thing is new, a ftranger muft be 
at a lots to fix on the firft objects of his admira- 
tion. The rocks here are certainly the moft ftrik- 
ing objects. Their fummits are almoft perpetu- 
ally involved in clouds. Some appear one folid 
mats of ftone, from top to bottom. Others con- 
iift of various fragments, differently veined, like 
marble, with red, white, and yellow 3 and proba- . 
bly, were they fa wed and polifhed, they might 
equal, if not excel, the fineft fpecimens of Italy 
and Egypt. 

On the foutherly and wefterly declivities of 
thefe rocks grow all the indigenous plants, herbs, 
and moifes : on the two other fides the wind 
ftrikes fo cold that it deftroys every principle of 
vegetation. 

Thefe plants arrive at maturity in a very (hort 
fpace. Till the middle of May, the whole coun- 
try is locked up in ice; about the beginning of 
July, however, the plants are in bloffom, and by 
the latter end of that month, or the commence- 
ment of the next, they have perfected their iecii. 
The earth is fertilized, in a great mcafure, by the 
dung of fowls, which, after breeding their young 
here during the funniicr, repair to more favour- 
able climes. 

The plants mod corwrcvou iu Syitfbergen, arc 
fcurvy-grafs, and crov^Voox.-, vW^^^^^^&a 
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fpecles of houfe-leek, an herb refembling ftone- 
crop, fnake-weed, moufe-ear, wood-ftrawberry, • 
periwinkle, and a plant peculiar to the country, 
called the rock-plant. Its leaves are linguiforin, 
about fix feet long, and of a dull yellow. It is 
an aquatic, and therefore rifes in height in pro- 
portion to the depth of water in which it is found. 
It fraells fomewhat like mufcles. Thefe are the 
principal plants and herbs : of flowers, the white 
poppy is predominant. 

The rocks and precipices being full of fifTures 
and clefts, which afford convenient fhelter for 
the birds, they breed there in irnmenfe numbers. 
Moft of thefe are water- fowl, and draw their food 
from the fea. There are; however, fome rapaci- 
ous birds, that prey on their own* kind; bin thefe 
are few. The water-fowl eat ftrong and fifty, 
and their fat is not to be endured. They are fo 
numerous, as fometimes to darken the air when 
they rife in flocks; and they fcream fo horribly, 
that the rocks ring with their noife. 

There are a few fmall birds like our fnipes, and 
a kind of fnow-bird, but different from that 
found about Hudfon's Bay. 

The ice-bird is a very beautiful little bird, but 
very rare. He is, in fize and fhape, like a turtle- 
dove, but hi3 plumage, when the fun fliines upon 
Lira, is of a bright yellow, like the golden ring 
in the peacock's tail, and almofl dazzles the eye 
to look upon it. 

The other tenants of this forlorn country are, 
white bears, deer, and foxes. How thefe crea- 
tures can fubfift in the winter, when the whole 
earth is covered with fnow, and the fea locked 
up in ice", is hardly to be conceived. It has been 
faid, indeed, that when the ocxaa. vj> *& torwfc. 
Z 1 w» 
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over, and no fuftenance to be procured iti this 
country, they travel foutherly to the wanner cli- 
mates, where food, proper for them, abounds in 
the immenfe forefts of the northern continent 
Bui whoever confiders the vaft diftance between 
Spitfbergen and the neareit parts of the northern 
continent, will be as much at a lofs to account for 
I he lubiiftcnce of thefe creatures in their journey, 
as in the defolate region where they undoubtedly 
remain. The bear is by far the beft accommo- 
dated to the climate of which he is an inhabitant 
He is equally at home on land and water, and 
hunts diligently for his prey in both. In fum- 
mer he finds plenty of food from the refule of 
the whales, fea-hoifes, and feals, which is thrown 
into the lea by the whalers, and covers the fhores 
during the time of whaling ; and he has belides 
a wonderful fagacity in fmelling out the carcafes 
of the dead, let them be ever lb deeply buried in 
the earth, or covered with ftones. But how lie 
fubfifts in winter, is very difficult to be account- 
ed for on any rational principle. 

Difquilitions of this kind, as they are beyond 
the reach of human comprehenfion, ferve only to 
raife our admiration of that Omnipotent Being, 
to whom nothing is impotfible. 

Thefe creatures, as they differ in nothing but 
their colour and fize, from thofe commonly fhewn 
in England, need no defcription. 

The foxes differ little in fhape from thofe wc 
are acquainted with, but in colour there is no fi- 
militude. Their heads are black, and their bo- 
dies white. As they are bealts of prey, if they do 
not provide in fumnier, for the long recels of 
winter, it were, one would think, almoft impof- 
Ablo for them to £uini\& *, "$ex ^wsj -s^ feu in 
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plenty, though, by their fubtilty and fwiftnefs, 
they are not eaiy to be caught. 

The Dutch feamen report, that when they are 
hungry they will feign themfelves dead, and 
when the ravenous birds come to feed upon them, 
they rife and make them their prey. 

But the mod wonderful thing of all is, how the 
deer can furvive an eight month's famine. Like 
ours, they feed upon nothing, that can be perceiv- 
ed, but the vegetables which the earth fpontane- 
oully produces ; and yet for eight months in the 
year, the earth produces neither plant, herb, 
£hrub,. nor blade of any kind of grafs whatever. 
They are beiides, but thinly clothed for fo fevere 
a climate; and what feeras ftill worfe, there is 
not a bufh to be feen to flicker them, within the 
diflance that man has yet difcovered. The means 
of their fubfiftence mud therefore remain among 
the fecrcts of nature, never to be difclofed, as no 
human being can ever live here, fo as to be able 
to trace thefe creatures to their winter's reiidence.- 
It is known, however, that the rein-deer in Lap- 
land fubliit on the licken, which they fcrape for 
to a great depth in the fnow. Analogy may 
here fupply the place of demonftration. 

Amphibious creatures abound the moft about 
the fourtds and bays of Spitsbergen, and they feem 
bell adapted to endure the climate. Thefe are 
the feals -or fea-dogs, and morfes, or fea-horfes ; 
of which the whalers avail themfelves, when dif- 
appointed in completing their lading with the fat 
of whales. 

The leal is fafficiently known j but the fea- 
horfe, as it is a creature peculiar to high lati- 
tudes, is, therefore, more rare. It is not eafy to 
fay how lie came by his name j for there is no 
Z $ w 
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more likenefs between a fea-horfe and a land- 
ltorfe, than there is between a whale and an ele- 
phant. The fea-horfe is not unlike the feal in 
ihape. He has a large round head, larger .than 
that of a bull, but ihaped more like that of a pug 
dog without ears, than any other animal we are 
acquainted with. He tapers all the way down to 
the tail, like the nlh we call a lump, and his lize 
is equal to that of the largelt lized ox. His tufks 
clofe over his under jaw, like thofe of a very old 
boar, and are in length from one foot to two, or 
more, in proportion to the lize and age of the ani- 
mal. His ikin is thicker than that of a bull, and 
covered with fhort, moufe-coloured hjtfr, which 
is (leeker and thicker, juft as he happens to be in 
or out of feafon, when he is caught. His paws, 
before and behind, are like thofe of a mole, and 
ferve him for oars when he fwiras, and for legs 
to crawl when he goes upon the ice, or on fhore. 
He is a fierce animal, but being unwieldy, when 
out of the water, is eafily overcome. 

Thefe animals are always found in herds, fome- 
times of many hundreds together, and if one is 
attacked, the reft make a common caufe, and 
Hand by one another till the laft gafp. If they 
are attacked in the water, they will fight defpe- 
rately, and will even attempt the boats of their 
purluers, if any of them are wounded, and not 
mortally. Some of them have been known to 
make holes in the bottom of the boat with their 
tulks, in defence of their young. Their eyes are 
large, and they have two holes in the upper part 
of the neck, out of which they eject the water, 
like whales. 

Though the fea, about Spitibergen, is full of 
fiQi, yet they rather apyeat v>\>^ tevv^Vt^ Y\^- 
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vidence for the fuftenance of one another, than 
for the food of man. The mackarel, of which 
there are no great plenty, leera not only to be the 
molt wholefome, and the raoft palatable, but alfo 
the mod beautiful. They appear to be a differ- 
ent fpecies fromthofe caught upon our coafts. 
The upper part of the- back is of a vivid blue* 
the other part as low as the belly of a gem-like 
green on an azure ground. Underneath the bel- 
ly the colour is a tranfparent white, and the fins 
ihine like poliflied filver. All the colours glow, 
when alive in the fea, with luch a richnefs, that 
fancy can hardly form to itfelf any thing in na- 
ture more beautiful. Almoft all the other fifh on 
this coaft are of an oily nature, and of a ^very in- 
different flavour. 

The faw, or fword-fiih, is remarkable, not only 
for the Angularity of his fhape, but alfo for his 
enmity to the whale. This fifh takes his name 
from a broad flat bone^ in length from two to 
four feet, which projects from bis nofe, and ta- 
pers to a point. On each fide, it has teeth like a 
comb, at the diftance of a finger's breadth afun- 
der. He is alfo furnifhed with a double row of 
fins, and is of aftoni filing flrength in the water. 
His length is from ten to twenty feet. He feems 
to be formed for war, and war is his profeffion. 
The conflict betwixt him "and the whale is dread- 
ful, yet he never gives? over till his fword is 
broken, or he comes off victorious. 

The whale is a harmlefs fifh, and is never 
known to fight but in his own deftrice. Yet 
when he is exafpcrated, he rnges dreadfully. 
Though, from his magnitude, he may be called 
the lbvereign of the feas 5 yet, he is liable to be 
vexed and hurt by the meancft rentiies. The 
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whale's lonfe is a molt tormenting little animal 

Its fcales art as hard as tLofe of our pr3wns ; it: 

head is like the Ionic's head, with four horns, twt 
that ferve as feelers, the other two are hard, anil 
curved, and ferve as clinchers, to fix. him to th< 
whale. On bis chert, underneath, he lias tw< 
carvers, like fcythes, with which he collects hi: 
food, and behind thefe are four feet, that ferv* 
hira for oars. He has, moreover* fix othe 
clencher* behind, with which he can rivet him 
fc\f (o clofely to hi& prey, that be can no other 
wife be difeugaged, but by cutting out the whot 
piece to which he is fixed. He is jointed on tb 
bnck like the tail of a lobfter, and bis tail covct 
him like a ihield when he U feeding, He fixe 
himfflf on the tendrrefi parts of the whaled bo 
g>, between hie fins, on his flieath, and on bi 
lips, jmd eats pieces out of his flefh. 

They found no fprings of frehh-water in Spitf 
bergen; but in the valleys, between the motin 
tains, are many little rills, caufed by the rain an< 
melting of the fnow in fummcr; and from thefi 
rills the Ihips are fupplied. Some are of opinion 
that this water is unwholefome, but this does no 
appear to be the cafe. The whaling peopV. hav< 
drunk of it for ages, and have found no ill erTecl 
from the ufe of it. Ice taken np-in the middl< 
of thefe feas, and thawed, yields alio good frcfl 
water. 

On board the Race Horfe, Dr. Irvine, wh< 
received the premium by grant of parliament, fo 
his difcovery of an eaiy procefs for making fait 
water freih at fea, tried many experiments a 
Spitsbergen, and in the courfc of the voyage 
That gentleman had formed a project for pre 
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ferving flefh-meat frefh and fweet in long voy- 
ages, but it did not anfwer in this. 

In calm weather it was remarked, that the fea 
about the iilands appeared uncommonly frill and 
fmooth; that it was not fuddenly moved at the 
firft approach of blowing weather $ but that when 
the fform continued, the waves fwelled gradually, 
and rofe to an incredible height. — Thcfe fwclling 
waves fucceflively follow one another, and roll 
along before the wind, foaming and raging in a 
frightful manner, yet they are thought lefs dan- 
gerous than thofe that break ihort, and are lefs 
toountainous. 

It was obferved likewife, that the ice that reli- 
ed on the ground was not ftationary, but that it 
changed place;. and they learnt alfo, that in fome 
feafons there was no ice, where this leafon they 
were in danger of being embayed. There does 
not, however, from thence appear the leaft reafon 
to conclude, that any practicable paifage to the 
Indian Ocean can ever be found in this direction; 
for were it certain that the feas were always open 
under the pole, yet great bulwarks of ice evi- 
dently furround it, fometimes at a lefs, and fome- 
times at a greater di fiance. Moreover, were it 
pofiible that chance ihould dire6fc fome fortunate 
adventurer to an opening at one time, it would 
be more than a million to one, if the fame open- 
ing were payable to the next who mould attempt 
it. 

There are many harbours about Spitibergen, 
befides that of Smearingburgh, where fhips em- 
ployed in the whale fiihery take fhelter in flormy 
weather; and there are fome iflands, fuch as 
Charles's Ifland, the Clifted Rock, Red-Hill, 
Hacluit's Headland; &c. that ierve as land-marks. 

\s 
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by which feamen dire& their courfe. Thcfc 
illands are full of the nefts of birds; but their 
rggs are as naufeous as the flefh of the fowls 
that lay them. The Tailors fometimes eat them, 
but they are filthy food. Even the geefe and 
clucks, on the neighbouring illands, eat fifliy and 
drong. 

The air about Spitsbergen is never free from 
icicles. If a perfon looks through the fun-beams 
tranivcrfely, as he fits in the (hade, or where the 
rays are confined in a body, in (lead of dark motes, 
as are feen here, myriads of mining particles are 
obferved, that fparkle like diamonds ; and when 
the i'un Ihines hot, as it fometimes does, fo as to 
melt the tar in the feams of (hips, thefe mining 
atoms teem to melt away, and delctnd like dew. 

It is feldom that the air continues clear for 
many days together, in this climate; when that 
happens, the whalers are generally fuccefsful. 
There is no difference between night and day, in 
the appearance of the atmofphere about Spits- 
bergen, one being as light as the other, only when 
the fun is to the northward, he may be looked at 
with the naked eye, as at the moon, without daz- 
zling. The fogs here come on fo fuddenly, that 
from bright fun-ihine, the deeped obfeurity fome- 
times takes place in an indant. 

While our journalid was bufy in making his 
obfervations, all belonging to the mips were dif- 
ferently engaged, in one employment or other, 
either of bufinefs or pleafure. The commanders 
and officers, with Mr. Lyon the adronomer, bu- 
lled themfelves in making obfervations, being 
furnifhed with an excellent apparatus. They 
landed their inftYwmenXs ckv a. fcuall iff and, in 
Vbtfle Sound, and had fe\ex?\ o^Vm^^v 
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ing their ftay, of ufing them to advantage. Hav- 
ing eredted two tents, the captains from the fiih- 
cry frequently vifiied the obfervers, and exprefled 
their admiration, not only at the perfection of 
the iniiruments, but likewife at the dexterity with 
which they were accommodated. 

The ice began to fet in apace, yet the weather 
was hot. The thermometer, from fifty-fix in the 
cabin, rofe to ninety in the open air. It was Hill 
ten degrees higher on the top of a mountain to 
which it was carried. The iiland on which the 
experiments were made, they called Marble 
Iiland, from the rock by which it is formed. 
Having watered, and finiihed their obfervations, 
the fhips prepared to depart. 

July the 19th, the commodore made the fignal 
to weigh ; at two in the afternoon the fhips were 
under fail. At three they tacked and fleered 
northward} and before four were again entangled 
in the loofe ice, through which they failed, di- 
recting their courfe along the main body, which 
lay from north-weft to fouth-fouth-eaft. 

Next day they continued their courfe along 
the ice, but could difcover no opening, though 
they fearched every creek, and left no bay or 
turning unexamined. This day they obferved 
what the failorscall a mock-fun, a phcenomenon 
well enough known in this climate. 

On the 21ft, the feverity of the weather in- 
creafing, an additional quantity of brandy was 
lervcd out to the people, and every comfortable 
refreshment afforded them, that they themfelves 
could wifli or require. The courfe of the ice lay 
this day north-ealt, 

The two following days prefented nothing re- 
markable. 
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On the 25th, they had gentle breezes, with 
cloudy weather, aud were engaged among fame 
pieces of ice, which kept them continually tack- 
ing and luffing. At length they entered among 
mountains and ttlands of ice, which came upon 
them to fall, that it was with the utmoft difficulty 
they could proceed; the Carcafc having fe vera! 
times ftruek again ft them with fuch violence, as 
to raiie her head four feet out of the water. 
They now imagined, from the lblidity and extent 
of thefe iilands, that the late ftrong gales bad 
can fed a feparation from the main body, the 
commodore therefore* changed his courfe with a 
ftrong gale to the eaitwardj in the morning the 
weather became moderate. 

Next day, at feven in the morning, they came 
in fight of Red-hill, a ImaJl mount which com- 
mands an open plain, known by the name ci 
Dcers-field, by reafon of its fertile appearance, ii 
being the only fpot on which they law no drifts 
cf luow. In the vicinity Jay Muffin's liland 
Captain Lutwych lent out the long-boat, wit! 
orders to found along the fhure, and to examine 
the foil. This illand is about a mile long, veq 
low, and looks at a di fiance like a black fpeck 
Though the foil is molUy fand and loofe ftonei 
and hardly fo much as a green weed upon it, ye 
it is remarkable for the number of birds that re 
fort to it in fummer to lay their eggs, which wer 
fo thick upon the ground, that the men wfr 
landed found it difficult to walk without filling 
their fliocs. 

While the crew of the boat, ten in number 

with their officer nt their head, were examiuin; 

the illand after having founded the fhores, the; 

eblcrved two white bears mafev^ towwia \!vsw 
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to foe them about him, but frightened at the 
bear juft behind hirn, he had forgotten the gander 
that was over bis head, againlt which one of the 
men having levelled hb piece, iired, and he fdl 
tic ad at the majors feet* Animated now by the 
death of one enemy, be recovered his gun, and 
faced about to aflift in the attack of the fecond. 
By tbifl time the bear was fcarce ten yard* from 
him, and beginning to growl, the officer dropped 
his accoutrements, and fell back. The crew in 
an in riant bad brought down the bear, aud now 
it was time for their leader to do fomething great. 
Having recovered his arms, and feeing the peer 
beal.1 grovelling on the ground, and growling out 
Jm laft, he thrull his lance full four feet deep 
into the dying bears belly. The cowardice of 
the chief was very- entertaining to his partyj he 
took to the boat, while a few of them remained 
to diipntch the other bear. 

On this ifland they like wife killed ■ fea-horfe. 
The fea-horfe mads a defpenUc defence, being 
attacked in the water; and had there been only 
one boat engaged in the combat, he certainly 
would have come off victorious ; but the crew of 
the Race Horfe having learnt that there were 
bears and fea-horfes on this little fpot, were 
willing to fharein the fport of hunting them, as 
well as in the pleafurc of tailing their fleih. 
They accordingly landed in their boats, and came 
in good time to affift in purfuing %the conqueft. 
It happened, however, that their ammunition 
being almoft fpent, one great bear came up to 
revenge the death of his fellows, and advanced 
lb furiouily, growling and barking, that he put 
the whole company to ft^txt, aud foiue of them, 
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It is faid, had no great reafon to laugh at their 
leader. 

The air being perfectly ferene, and the wea- 
ther moderate, on the 27th, the fifhes feemed to 
enjoy the temperature, and to exprefs it by their 
fporting. The whales were feen fpouting their 
fountains towards the Ikies, and the fin-flfh fol- 
lowing their example. They likewife this day 
faw dolphins; the whole profpeft in (hart was 
more pleating and picturefque than they had yet 
beheld in this remote region. The very ice in 
which they were befet looked beautiful, and put 
forth a thoufand glittering forms, and the tops of 
the mountains, which they could fee like fpark- 
ling gems at a vaft diftance, had the appearance 
of To many filver ftars illuminating a new firma- 
ment. But this flattering profpeft did not con- 
tinue long. By an accurate obfervation, they 
were now in latitude flO deg. 47 min. north ; and 
in longitude 21 deg. 10 min. eaft from London-; 
and in fight of feven iflands to the north, to 
which they directed their courfe. 

Next day they had frefh eafterly breezes, 
which, from moderate weather the day before, 
changed to piercing cold. At midnight the welt 
end of Weygate Straights bore fouth by eaft, lo 
that they were now in the very fpot where 
Barentz had fuppofed an opening would be found 
into the polar fea.. Yet fo far from it, they 
could difcoYer nothing from the mafthead but a 
continued continent of folid ice, except the iflands 
already mentioned. On this ice, however, there 
were many bears, fome of which came fo near the 
ihips, as to be (hot dead with fraall-arms. "Theic 
bears are very good eating; and many of them 
#re larger than the largeft macu f\t?aK&\r<urt* 
A.a2 
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of their body they are muiket proof, and unlefs they 
are hit on the open cheft, or on the flank, a blov* 
-with a muiket ball will hardly make them turn 
their backs. Some of the bears killed in thefe 
encounters weighed from feven to eight hundred 
weight; and it was thought, that the bear that 
routed the fallors on Muffin's Ifland, could not 
weigh lefs than a thoufand weight. He was, in- 
deed, a very moniter! 

On the 29th, failing among innumerable iflandi 
of ice, they found the main body too folid for the 
ihips to make the lead impreQion upon it, and 
rinding no opening, the commodore reiblvedto 
fend a party under the command of the firft lieu- 
tenant, to examine the land, which at a diftance 
appeared like a plain, diverlified with hills and 
mountains, and exhibited in their fituation a to- 
lerable landfcape. 

On trying the water, it was lefs fait than any 
fca water they had ever tailed ; and they found 
likewise, ih.-u the ice was no other than a body 
of congLil^a ircih water, which they imagined 
had been frozen in the infancy of the earth. 

The fucceeuing day, the weather being clear, 
they ran dole to the main body of the ice, and 
the fun continuing to ihine, made them almoft 
forget ihe climate ti\t\y were failing in 5 but it was 
not long before they had realbn for fevere recol- 
lection. In coafiing along, they obferved many 
openings, and were in hopes, from their diitant 
np £ >er- ranee, that a paflage might be made be- 
tween them; but upon trial it was found, that 
the fe, appearances were deceitful. They were 
ti i«'i. about four miles diilant from the nearelt 
JanJ, 
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On the laft day of the month, the Carcafe 
hoitfed out her cutter, and filled her empty wa- 
ter-calks with water from the ice. On this ice 
lie great quantities of fnow, and as foon as a pit 
is dug, it fills with fine, foft, clear water, not infe- 
rior to that of many land fprings. At noon they 
founded in ninety-five fathoms, the ground foft 
mud. This day a bear came over the ice to vifit 
them, the firft they had feen fince they left Muf- 
fin's liland. They faluted him with. a volley of 
f mall-arms, and he returned the compliment, by 
turning his back upon them. 

Auguft 1 ft proved a day of trial. Lying to 
Among the clofe ice, with the loofe ice driving 
fall to^fhore, the commodore was defirous of fur- 
yeying the wefternmoft of the feven iilands, 
which appeared the higheft, in order to judge, 
from the profpect on the hills, of the poflibility 
of proceeding farther on the difcovery. With 
this view they carried out their ice'-anchors, and 
made both fhips faft to the main bodyj a practice 
very common with the fifhing (hips that annually 
frequent thofe feas. Of the reconnoitring party, 
were the captains, the fecond lieutenants, one of 
the mathematicians, the pilots, and fome chofen 
failors, fele&ed from both fhips. They fet out 
about two in the morning, and fometimes failing, 
fometimes drawing their boats over the ice, they 
•with difficulty reached the fhore, where the firft 
obje&s they faw were a herd of deer, fo very tame, 
that they might have been killed with the thruft of 
a bayonet 5 a proof that animals are not naturally 
afraid of man, till, by the fate of their aflbciates, 
they are taught the danger of approaching them 3 
a proof too, that animals are not deftitute of reflec- 
tion, othejrwife how (herald. \Sawj qc$&ta&&* \fcafc. 
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what has befallen their fellow animals, will cer- 
tainly happen to them, if they run the like rilk. 
The gentlemen, however, fuffered only one of 
theie fearlefs innocents to be fired at, and that 
was done by a tailor when they were abfent oa 
observation. 

On this ifland they gathered fome fcurvy-grafs, 
and in many places they could perceive the fides 
of the hills covered with verdure. 

After having afcended the hi g heft hills on the 
fca-coaft, and taken a view of the country and the 
ocean all round, the gentlemen defcended, and 
about five in the afternoon embarked again on 
their return to the mips, at which they arrived faff 
about ten, after an abience of twenty hours. 
They were greatly difappointed by the hazineii 
of the weather on the tops of the mountains, 
which confined the profped, and prevented their 
taking an obfervation with the inltruments they 
had carried with them for that purpofe. 

Their iituation now began to be ferious, and it 
was difcovered too late, that by grappling to the 
ice, as pra ctifed by the Greenlandmen, they had 
endangered the lofs of the fhips, the loofe ice 
clofing ib faft about them, that they found it ab- 
iblutely impoilible to get them difengaged 5 and 
there was, befides, great reaibn to fear, that one 
or both would foon be crulhed to pieces. Great 
minds are ever mod diftinguimed by their expe- 
dients on the moil alarming occaiions. The com- 
modore fet all hands to work, to form a dock in 
the iblid ice, large enough to moor both mips ; 
and by the alacrity with which that fervice was 
performed, the mips were prefer ved from the 



danger of immediate deftru£tion. 



Tfcfc 
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The fhips being thus far fecured, the officers, 
pilots, and matters, were all fummoned on board 
the commodore, to coniuit on what farther was 
to be done in their prefent unpromising Situation : 
when it was unanimoufly agreed, that their de- 
liverance was hopelefs ; and that they muft either 
provide to winter upon the adjacent iflands, or at- 
tempt to launch their boats into the open fea, 
which was already at a con fider able omittance 9 
for the loofe ice had poured into the bay in which 
they were at anchor with fo much rapidity, and 
in luch aftonifhing quantities, that the open fea 
was already far out of fight. Before any thing 
farther was undertaken, the men were ordered to 
their quarters, that they might refresh themfelves 
with fleep. 

While their commanders preferve their forti- 
tude, the failors never lofe their courage. They 
role in the morning with as much alacrity and 
unconcern as if they had been failing with a fine 
breeze in the Britifh Channel. 

Next day it was thought advifable to make one 
dei'perate attempt to extricate the fhips, by cut- 
ting a channel to the weftward into the open fea. 
The fcooping out the dock with fo much expedi- 
tion, by a party only of one fhip, raifed high ex- 
pectations of what might be performed by the 
united labours of both the crews. No body of 
men ever undertook a work of fuch difficulty 
with fo much cheerfulaefs and confidence of fuc- 
cefs, as the failors difplayed on this occafion. 
Their ice-faws, axes, fledges, poles, and the whote 
group of fea-tools, were in an inftant all employ- 
ed in facilitating the work j but after cutting 
through blocks of folid ice from eight to fifteen, 
feet deep, and coming to ottara tf saa»?$ tataro** 
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that exceeded the powers of man to feparate, 
this project was Liid a tide as hopelels. 

On the 3d of Augufi, alter the men had a gain 
ref reined tbemftlves with deep, it was TcfoTrcd 
to tit up the boats belonging to both the ihip* 
with fuch coverings at were molt eafy to be ic- 
earamodaiedj and of Hghteli conveyance 1 and by 
fkaf ing them over the ice, endeavour to launch 
them in the open fea. Coold this be effefted, 
tber hoped, that by tailing and rowing to the 
Tmrthemraoft harbour of Spitsbergen, they might 
arrive at that itlaud, before the departure of ibe 
la ft IChipa belonging to the fllhery for Europe. 

Whi'e 1 he brats were getting ready for this ex- 
pedition, a iecond party was di J patched to the 
iftand* with orders to take the mftance, as exa& 
a* it wss poflible, to the nearett open fea. As all 
the people belonging to the ihips were not to 
be engaged in thefe fervices, thofc who were uih 
employed, diverted themfelves in hunting and 
killing the bears, that now, attracted perhaps by 
the favory fmell of the provifions dreffed on board 
the ihips, came every day over the ice to repeat 
their vifits. Several of thefe were killed occa- 
fionally, and this day they fought a fea-horfe, in. 

' which engagement the fecond lieutenant of the 
Carcafe lignalized his courage in a mpft defpe-r 
rate rencounter, in which, however, he fucceed- 
ed, though his life was in imminent danger. 

On the 4th, the artificers were ftill employed 
in fitting up the boats. The pilots, who the day 
before had been fent to make obfervations on the 
jilands already mentioned, made their report, that 
the neareft water they had feen was about ten 
leagues to the weftward j that in their paffage 

they had met with exeat uwftrct oi t^at* «* 
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pine trees, floating about the ifland; fome of them 
of confiderable fize. As there was neither tree 
nor fhrub to be ieen growing on any of the feven 
iflands, nor upon any land that they had yet dis- 
covered in that latitude, nor for ten degrees far* 
ther fouth, it was evident the trees they had feen 
muft have come from a great diftance. 

Though there is nothing new in this obferva.- 
tion, the like being annually obferved by. all the 
navigators who frequent thofe feas in the fum- 
mer, and who colled their wood from thofe 
drifts, yet the country whence they proceed has 
hitherto been thought a myftery. But it being 
now certain, that many of the great rivers that 
flow through the northernmost parts of Ruflia, 
empty themfelves into this fea ; and that there 
is an open communication throughout the differ* 
ent parts of it at different feafons of the year, 
there feems very little reafon to doubt, but that 
thofe trees are torn up by land floods, and are pre* 
cipitate into the fea by the rapidity of the 
Itreains, 

The i (till furrounding them, and appearing 
to grow more and more folid and fixed, thofe who 
had till now retained hopes that the fou£h-eaft 
wind would again difunite its fubftance, and open 
a paflfage for their deliverance, began to defpair, 
as the wind had blown, for twenty-four hours 
from that quarter, from which alone they could 
have relief, and not the leaft alteration to be per- 
ceived. 

Early in the morning of the 5th, the man at 
the maithead of the Carcafe gave notice, that 
three bears were making their way very faft over 
the ice, and that they were directing their courfe 
towards the ibip. They had, without ojaefiion, 



been invited by the fcent of the blubber of the 
fea-horfe killed a few days before* which the 
men bad fct no fire, and which was burning on 
the ice at the time of their approach. They prcv 
ed to be a ibe bear and her two cubs, nearly full 
grown. They ran eagerly to the firc t and drew 
out from the flames part of the 0c ih of the fea* 
horfe that remained uncon fumed, and eat it vara* 
ct on fly. The crew from the ihip, by way of fr 
vernon, threw out great lumps of the rlefh of the 
fea-horfe which they bad ft ill left* which the old 
bear fetched away fmgly, laid each lump before 
her cube as Jhe brought it, and dividing it, gave 
each a there, refer ving hut a final! portion \o her- 
{c)£, As the was fetching away the la ft piece 
thr-y had to beftow, they levelled their inuikctsat 
ihe cutis, and fliot them both dead $ and in her 
repeal, they alio wounds d the dam, but notmor* 
tally, It would hara drawn tears of pity from 
any but cm feeling mind^j tr> have marked the af- 
fectionate concern expreifed by this poor beaft, in 
the dying moments of her expiring young> 
Though ihe was forely wounded, and could but 
jutt crawl to the place where they lay, flie carri- 
ed the lump of fleih ihe had fetched away, as (he 
had done the others before, tore it in pieces, and 
laid k down before them, and when ihefaw that 
they refilled to eat, (lie laid her paws firfl upon 
one, and then upon the other, and endeavoured 
to raife them up. All this while flie made the 
molt pitiful moans. When ihe found ilie could 
not flir them, Ihe went off, and when (be had got 
at fume diiiance, looked back and moaned 5 and 
that not availing her, (he returned, and fmelling 
round them, began to lick their wounds. She 
yrent off a fecond time as Woi^ *\A v%*\t*^ 
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crawled a few paces,, looked again behind her, 
and for fome time Hood moaning. But ftill her 
cubs not riling to follow her, fhe returned to them 
again, and with figns of incxpreffible fondnefs, 
went round one and round the other, pawing 
them, and ex pre fling her diftrefs. Finding at laft 
that they were cold and lifelefs, fhe railed her 
head towards the fhip, and feemed to, growl a 
curie upon the murderers, which they returned 
with a volley of muiket-balls. She fell- between 
her cubs, and died licking their wounds. If 
what is related by a voyager of credit in the laffc 
century be true, the filial fondnefs of thefe ani- 
mals, however, is no lefs remarkable than the 
maternal. 

On the 6th, they discovered that the drift of 
the (hip, with the whole body of ice, inclined fail 
to the eaftward 5 and that they were already 
embayed in. the very middle of the feven iilands. 
They therefore fent off the pilots of both mips, 
with a party of failors to the northernmoft ifland, 
to fee what difcoveries could be made from the 
promontories there. They returned at night, after 
a fatiguing journey, with a dilmal account, that 
nothing was to be feen from thence but a vaft con- 
tinent of ice, of which there was no end ; and that 
the thought of wintering in luch a fituation was 
more dreadful, than that of perifhing by inftant 
death. 

• Next day the boats were all brought in readi- 
nefs on the ice, fitted with weather clothes, in 
. order to keep off the cold as much as poliible, if 
by good fortune they (hould be enabled to launch 
them in au open fea. They were employed chief- 
ly in preparing provisions for the intended voyage; 
and in packing up fuch uecefiaxv^a «& w^wft 
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tioifld tafe along with him. This being adjuftsl, 
when night approached they were all ordered oo 
board to fleep; 

• At fix in the morning all hands were ordered 
to tura out; and a detadMntot of fifty men rrom 
each ihip, headed by thete ifcipe&veof&cgri, were 
appointed to begin the bard talk of hauling tl* 
launches along the ice.- ~ Thebraveft and gallant* 
eft aftioos performed in war; do not fo frjikingiT 
mark the true character oft fca commander, as 
the readinefs and alacrity with which hi* orders 
are obeyed in timet of isfminent danger. Every 
one now ftrove who ihoold have the hofeour to be 
lifted in the band erf hauler*,- of whom the conv 
modore took the dire&ion, leaving Captain Lot- 
wych to take carre of both the Ihipt, that if any 
favourable turn fltould happen in the difpofitk* 
of the ice, he might ■natornfeof the remaining 
part of both the crews to improve it. Upon a 
general confutation of officers, previous to this 
undertaking, it had been agreed, and an order 
iflued accordingly, .that no perfon on board, of 
whatever rank, fhould encumber himfelf with 
more clothes than what he wore upon his back. 
Upon this occafion, therefore, 'the officers drefled 
themfdves in flannels, and the common men pot 
on the clothes which the officers had thrown off, 
which gave them a very grotefque appearance ; 
but it Teemed the two companies to a man pre* 
ferved their wonted compofure. That headed by 
the commodore drew ftoutly for the honour of 
their leader, and that headed by their lieutenants 
had their mufic to \1\a7 to ^m*n^x^ dftfetvedly 
beloved as we\\ as tYksax «*mb*xAk», ^*» 

ticnlarly L^*™^n^^^ 
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■cording to our journal id, did honour to human 
nature. Neither fwayed by pafiion, nor difcon- 
certed by the fudden embarraflinents that often 
intervened, his condud was always calm, and his 
orders refolute. He never was heard, during the 
whole voyage, on the moft prefling emergencies, 
to enforce his commands with an oath, or to call 
a failor by any other than his ufual name; and 
fo fenfible were they of his manly behaviour, 
that, when the {hip was paid off atJ)eptford, they 
were only prevented by his moft earneft requeft 
from ftripping themfelves to their fhirts, to cover 
the ftreets with their clothes, that he might not 
tread in the dirt in going to take coach. An 
anecdote of this kind we are happy to preferve. 

In fix hours, with the utmoft efforts of human 
labour, they had only proceeded a fingle mile; 
and now it was time for them to dine, which, 
they did in common. 

They had juft begun to renew their labour, 
when word was brought, that the whole body of 
ice had changed its fituation, and was moving to 
the weftward j that the (hips were both afloat $ 
and that the ice was* parting. The joy which this 
news diffufed through the two companies of 
haulers is eafier to conceive than exprefs. They 
inftantly {hook off their harnefs, ran to affift in 
working the {hips, and once more to refume 
their proper employments. When they arriv- 
ed at the {hips, Captain Lutwych, who was 
no left beloved by his men than the commodore, 
had by his example and his judicious directions 
done wonders. Both {hips were not only afloat, 
with their fails fet, but actually cut and' warped 
through the ice near half a. mile. This ray of 
hope, however, wfu (boo. daxteaai*, \J&& Va&\ <& 
- Vol. V, *\> N* 
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ice fuddenly aflumed its former dire&ion to die 
eailward* and clofed upon them again at 6ft ai 
ever. 

For the remainder of the evening, and till two 
in the morning, the drift continued eaftwuri, 
and all that while the tfhipa were in danger of 
being criifhcd by the doling of the channel in 
which they rode. They had now drifted two 
miles to the eaftward; the men were worn out 
with fatigue in defending the fhip* with their 
ice- poles from being engnlphedj and now no- 
thing but fcenes of horrdr and perdition appear* 
ed before thei t eyes. But the Omnipotent, in the 
very moment* when every hope of deliverance 
from their own united endeavours had relinquiih- 
ed them, interpofed in their favours, andcanfrd 
the winds to blow, and the ice to part in u 
aitoniihing manner* vending and cracking with s 
tremondous noife, furpaffing that t>f the loud* 
eft thunder. At this very inttant, the whole con- 
tinent of ice, which before was extended be- 
yond the reach of fight from the higher! mono- 
tains, moved together in various dire&ions, fplit- 
ting and dividing into vaft bodies* and forming 
hills and plains of various figures and di mentions. | 
All hearts were now again revived, and the pro- ■ 
fpe6t of being once more releafed from the fro- 
zen chains of the north, infpired the men with 
freih vigour. The fails were all fyread in an in* , 
itant, that the fhips might have the full advantage 
of the breeze, to force them through the chan- 
nels that were already opened, and to help them 
to pierce the c\efta lYflXNNW,\*ak ^afe cracking. 

While the vna^ox ^wx. d \kfc t\««^ >*--«. <«&> 
ployed in war^n* Oae fcfcv ^ ^tS^^ 
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were difpatched to launch the boats. This was no 
cafy taik to accompli (h. The ice, though fplit in 
many thou fand pieces, was yet frozen like an illand 
round the launches, and though it was of no 
great extent, yet the boats were of a weight 
hardly to be moved by the fmall force that could 
be fpared. They were befides, by the driving of 
the ice, at more than five miles di (lance from the 
ihips ; and at this time no channels of communi- 
cation were yet opened. But providence was 
once more fignalizcd in their favour; for the 
ifland on which the launches flood, parted while 
the men were hauling them, and they efcaped 
without the lofs of a man, though the ice crack- 
ed, as it were, under their feet. 

The people on board had not been able to 
force their way with the (hips much more than 
« mile, when the party in the launches joined 
them. And now, excited by what curiofity or 
inftinct is not eafy to determine, feveral beard 
came polling over the ice to be fpe&ators of theip 
departure, and advanced fo near the ibips, that 
they might have been eafily mailercd, had not the 
men been more ferioufly employed. 

The breeze continuing frefh from the eaft- 
ward, the ice feemed to open as fa ft as it h«id 
before clofed, when the wind blew weflerly, and 
from the north 5 a ftrong prefumptive proof of 
land to the eaftward, which Hopping the current 
of the loofe ice in driving from the north and 
weft, doles it in of courfe, and renders it compact. 

As the wind on the 10th was variable, they 
could make but little progrefs. The ice, in the 
morning early, feemed rather to clofe upon them, 
than to divide. About eight the breeze- 1 prang 
up freih from the north-eat^ ctfigedui^ cold. 
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but opening the ice to the weftward. They then 
mide all the fail they could, driving with the 
loofening ice, and parting it wherever it was 
rroveable with their whole force. Towards noon 
they lolt fight of the Seven Iflands. And in a 
very little while after, to their great joy, Spits- 
bergen was feen from the mafthead. 

The fucceeding day, the men who, with hard 
labour, cold, and watching, were much djfpirited, 
on the profpe& of a fpeedy deliverance, and fee- 
ing the ice no longer adhere in immoveable bo- 
dies, began, after a little refrefhment, to refume 
their wonted cheerfulnefs. The moment they 
were releafed from their icy prifon, and that they 
•were within fight of a clear lea, feftivity and jol- 
lity took place of abftintnee and gloomy appre- 
hensions ; and before they arrived at Spitfbergen, 
there was not a i'ailor on board with a ferioui 
face 

The ice that had parted from the main body, 
they had now tirne to admire. As it no longer 
obftrucled their courfe, the various fhap^ in 
which the broken fragments appeared, were in- 
deed very curious and amufing. One remarkable 
piece described a magnificent arch, fo large and 
completely formed, that a (loop of confidence 
burden nvght have failed through it without 
lowering her mail; another reprefen ted a church 
with windows and pillars, and domes ; and a third, 
a table, with icicles hanging round it like the 
fringes of a damaik cloth. A fertile imagina- 
tion would have found entertainment enough j 
for the fitmlitu&e, of «\\ ^a\. «x\. at ?o&i?e has 
ever yet produced, tg\^ Ws. \xwt. \><y^ S^ 
cicd. 
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They continued working all this day through 
the loofe ice 5 Hacluit's Headland bearing ibuth $ 
and in their courfe faw a Dutch Greenlandman. 

The 12lh, they cleared the ice, and bere away 
with all fails fet for the harbour of Smcaringbnrgh, 
in which th^y had before call anchor. Here 
they found four Dutch Greenlandmen lying in 
readinc-fs to depart. Thefe Dutchmen acquaint- 
ed the commodore, . that all the Englifli riming 
ihips fet fail on the 10th of July, the day to 
which they are obliged, by conira6fc, to ffay, to 
entitle their owners to receive the bounty-money 
allowed by parliament for the encouragement of 
that fifhery. 

About the fame time the greatcft part of the 
Dutch fet fail likewife from Spitlbergen, on their 
voyage home ; but it is a pra&icc with thefe laft, 
to take it by turns to wait till the fe verity of the 
weather obliges them to leave the coaft, in order 
to pick up fuch men as may by accident have loft 
their fhipsin the ice 5 and who, notwithstanding, 
may have had the good fortune to fave their lives 
by means of their boats. This is a very humane 
inftitution, and does credit to the Dutch govern- 
ment. 

The day of our voyagers return to Smearing- 
burgh Harbour being fine, the commodore order- 
ed a tent to be raifed on the lower point to tho 
font h- weft, where there was a level plain for the 
fpace of two miles, and where all the mathema- 
tical apparatus were again taken on fhore for a fe- 
cond trial. 

They found, on the examination of the vibra- 
tion of the pendulum, that it differed from that 
at Greenwich, by Harrifon's timekeeper, only 
two fecQnds in forty-eifjtxt hroxt\ iibicb. t£ra&- 
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keeper, at their arrival at Greenwich, varied en- 
\y one fecond and a half from the time-pieces at 
the obfervatory there. 

The people were now fully employed in repair- 
ing the (hips and rigging, and taking in water for 
the remainder of the voyage. 

On the 17th, vaft pieces of broken ice, ftippof- 
ed to have fallen from the icebergs, came floating 
into harbour. When thefe pieces, which are un- 
dermined by the continual agitation of the fea in 
ftormy weather, lofe their fupport, they tumble 
with a crack that furpaflfes the 1 on deft thunder; 
but they were told, that no other thunder was 
e\er heard in this latitude. 

During the fix days which the {hips anchored 
here to make obfervations, refrelh the men, and 
refit, our journalift made feveral excursions to 
the adjoining iflands, where the birds appeared 
in alioni thing numbers; it being the feafon for 
bringing forth their young. 

Of" all the birds that breed in thefe iflands, the 
burgcrmafter is the largeft, and the moil raven- 
ous ; lie is fo called by the Dutch, from his fize 
and his authority, as he holds all the other birds 
in fubjecYion. His bill is long and crooked, ra- 
ther like that of the tfork, than that of the 
hawk, and is of a yellow colour. He has a red 
ring about his eyes; is web-footed, but has only 
three claws on each foot. His wings are of a 
beautiful pearl colour, edged with white; his 
back a filvcr grey; his body white as fnow, and 
his tail of the fame colour, which, when he flies, 
he fp reads like a fan. He builds his neft very 
high in the rocks, inacccflible either to bears or 
foxts. He preys \mou a\\ tl\e other birds, and eats 
tJw carrion of fiih or fofe> o* \\\\a\fcstx craBM/v*. 
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His cry is horrible, and when he 
the mallemuch, a bird as large as a duck, 
:h intimidated, that fhe will fink down, 
t him to devour her without oppoiition. 
-nalift found it very dangerous to purfue 
jver the hills and precipices in this rug- 
itry. The clefts on the mountains are 
e on the ice, frequently impafiable; but 
abundantly more hazardous, being fome- 
icealed under the fnow, fo that a travel- 
;alphed before he is aware. Many have 
ombed in thefe clefts, and perifhed in the 
)f their companions, without a pollibi li- 
ef. To a contemplative mind, however, 
deformities of nature are not unpleaiing, 
Dm of the Creator being manifelt in all 
s. 

e 19th of Auguft the ihips unmoored, 
day they cleared the harbour. Finding 
ible to make any farther progrefs in the 
difcovery, it was now refolved to return 
3n the *22d, they were in latitude 80 dcg. 
north, longitude 5 deg. 44' min. eait, 
the Carcaie, being the beavieft failer, loll 
;he commodore j but on the evening re- 
ind they purfned their voyage without 
ion till the l lth of September, when, a 
;ale feparated them, and they- did not 
fight of each other till they arrived off 
. In this ftorm, the Carcafe was in con* 
danger,* and the Race Horfe loft her 
d was obliged to throw all her guns over* 
ve two. However, both ihips anchored 
Deptford on the 30th of September, 
saded a voyage, which feems to have 
ed the laiig-ajiuted a^eidQacoQs^Ain^ 
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the navigation to the north pole, and verified the 
alVerlion of Captain Wood, .that no paflage coald 
ever be found practicable in that direction* 

From the quantities of ice which that naviga- 
tor met with in latitude ?& deg, north, be con* 
eluded, indeed erroneoufly, that the SOth degw 
would bound the progrels of mips in that course j 
and that from thence the polar region was either 
a continued continent ol fond ice, or that J and 
tilled up the intermediate fpace. 

Subfrquent difcoveries, however, have fhewn 
that thole fra* are navigable as far as theH2dder 
grce of latitude ; and in fome yean* it may poili- 
Wy happen thaL they will he round open a degree 
or two farther; but it (nay, from this voyage, a» 
well as the bit undertaken by Captain Cook, be 
reafonably concluded, that a north-call courfc to 
the Indies can never be pnrhied for any commer- 
cial purpofefi. 

k has indeed been nicontcitibly proved that 
fuch a patiage actually ex tits, ;md that by watch- 
ing favourable lea funs it may be performed ; but 
who would think of expo ting men and property 
to fuch a doubtful i&Bi when a certain aud 
lptedy communication with the eiiitern regions 
ai .ill times Ijes open ! # 

This country, iherefure, under the reign of his 
pit lent majcUy, will for ever have the honour of 
ascertaining the limits of the globe, and the ex- 
tent or navigation. And how far imps can fail, 
or man exift, is now difclofed to the reft of the 
would by adventurous Britons. . 
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